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— ===5"" 7 Entle Reader after that 
+ ANTS: I had bought this mall 

FEST booke.iri French, (bee- 
ing vrgedtherevnto by 


de impartunitie of the 


ſoone forgotten: Sd came it to paſſe 
with mee, vnmindefull of ſuch matters 
for a long ſeaſon, vntill at the laſt, hay 
uing occaſion among a company of olde 
writings to ſearch and ſeeke out a cers 
teine matter of importaunce, where a- 
mong other things, this French booke 
came vnto my hands, and laying it aſide 
vntil the next day, I founde time and 
ſpace to read it ouer, The which after L 


had wel peruſed & ſufficiẽtly wayed, I 


fond the matter fo pleaſaũt & bewtified 
with ſo many rare & wonderfull exams 
A. je ples, 


Mir + + = wha 4 " — 
2 n . K Moyo 
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| Tothe Reader 1 1 v0 


1 therenbTtooke'a ſpeciall pleas 
— & deliglit. And blaming mine own 


ligenceand forg rerfulng elfe in letting 


ſb.gcodamatterts lis 117 long vnviews 
ed and peruſtdʒ Lchoug 77 t goodl in re⸗ 
compence of this my ne e lay 
albather matters afide; H to draw the 
ſame into ow lzedFo ley eh be⸗ 
ing now ſiniſhed) and ended, ui Hide it 
, bthoughtiv:gopd toimparttheTiime 
xntbthee g gentle Reader , ti The ende 
that-thoa maiſtq ee th, y pleaſtire theres 
im & alſu behold und — the wonderfuf 
ambrare:exceltliencies of women farpaſs 
fg the famenharcHath hen hoeiofores 
&on the cotrinyifide,the filthyferth(s; 
aud dtteſtablodooingeot: wicked wo⸗ 
nic. At thevencly (filled ane ſtored 
withſtraurgemdftmdery: ekamples, as 
well of- antiquitiel ag of tine-preſefity 
that the lyke hathHotbene fene. E 
ceptthercfors I pray chee hisrH fir 
hour: & berechen e do- 
ibgpthou ſhalt eur rave 3 leer Farr! 
ekeeramaritnys101s) x. 1911509 947 H vl 
Toni 755 1837 02)! ps 0:19 bit 
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qor THE FIRST BEGIN. 
ning and creation of a Woman, and 
what Woman is to bee counted and 
zudged honeſt and vertuous, accor- 
dling to the determination and judges 
ment of Phil phers,with an aun 
{were vnto the defamations wheres 
with Women are defamed and cuill 


ſpoken off, Cap. I. 


though that Thucidi⸗ 
des, whoſe ſkil in Philo⸗ 
ſopbie was no leſſe, then 
Ii in the regiment and go⸗ 
5A uernance of his country 
= and common wealth , 
(owandge t efieme that woman honeff 
und vertuous ) of whoſe pzayſe and diſ⸗ 
pzayfe there is lpttle tale among men. 
Bicaule that euen as hir body ought al⸗ 
wayes, (02 fo2 the moſt part) be ſhut vp 
and ſecret in hir chamber: So alſo hir 
name and fame ought not ſo much as to 
pꝛotcede out of hir houſe, no2 to be ſpꝛed 
abzoav.. Notwithſtanding, Plutarch thak 
famous Philoſopher, in diſcourſing ofths 


— aud excellent qualytics. of wo⸗ 
B. men 


NANG — . — — eee” Sr 
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The praiſe, and 


men dolh not altogother millike this opi⸗ 
nion of ] hucidides, but being lemewyat 
cotrary- W Georgias, he ſatth,Þ the name 
(x not p beautie of a weman)cught to be 
blaſed 1 ſpꝛed in all places, accoꝛding to ö 
example of p auntient(omaines, ö which 
as wie 4 diſereet metſdld publich a lam, 
ty which it was oꝛdeined, 5 at p burials 
t ſuncrals of women, ſtould be made W⸗ 
rations t detlarations, thꝛcugh p which 
their god doings ſgold be known to their 
poſteritic, afwel as þ doings of men. Foz 
they did eſteeme r iudge it a thing againſt 
al reaſon, to hide p honour & pꝛaiſe of iht 
which dis merit e delerue it, frõ p which 
women ought not to bee debarred , ns 
moꝛe then men. Fo2 it were a great in- 
iurie æ contempt vnto their honoz & pꝛo⸗ 
genie fo kepe their pꝛaiſe in ſlence, 4 to 
bury it in the dungeon of oblinion. 
But as foz me, although J am the 
leaſt as well in knowledge e vnderſtan⸗ 
ding as alſo of reputacion and name a⸗ 
mong ſo many as haue taken in hande 
to ite in their pzayſes : Pet not with 
ſtanding J will not leaue off no2 be dil⸗ 
touraged after ſo 1 — pens, 
(that 


SET 


diſpraiſe of women. 2 
{that _ beſtowed ſome labour there» 
in) to ſeite out by w2iting the moſt rare 
extellencies that are tobe found in that 
kinde, to the ende that their glozy may 
be the moze and moze extelices. But 
foz to being this tg paſſe, it is needefull 


fo: ma not onely t begin from the time 
ot Deucalion, but from the creation cf 
the firſt woman, fo the ende that their 
perlections may moꝛe and moe ſbins and 
be mantfcft, 

Firſt therefoꝛe, we may road in the 
holy — that after that the al- 
mightie God had treated Heaten any 
Earth, and had made man accozding ts 
his. Image and lpkeneſſe. he ſapd, that it 
was not god that man ſhoulde be alone, 


and there faze be cauſed a ſlumber fo fail 


vppon Adam, and as he llept he toke a 
ryb out of his fide, and cloſed vp the fleſh 
in ſteede thereoff, and with the ſame ryb 
made he a woman, the which by Adam 


was named Eua, the mother of all ly⸗ 
uing. Foz euen as man is the Image 


and gloꝛy ot God, euen ſo a woman is 


the glozy of the man. Foz man is not of . or ca. u 
_— woman , but the woman. of the 


B. il. man 


«4 44 1 


ceneſ. 3 


= — — ͤꝗ— — —-— 


An anſrer 
to the quar⸗ 
rells that 


men haue à⸗ 


The praiſe, and 
man. And the man was not creafed fo} 
the womanzbut tbe woman foz the man. 
Neuexthcletſe the man cannot be with⸗ 
out the woman, in that the is the firſt nv- 
ceſlarp gift of reaſon, neither can the wo⸗ 
man be without the man bicauſe of the 


20creation of child n. Foz as the wo⸗ 
man came by the man, do lpkewiſe man 
is by the woman. And euen berein; is 
now occaſton giuen mee to aunſwere vns 
to the common quarrell wherewith wos 
men are wꝛongfultp vefamed ⁊ blamed, in 
that it is ſarde hep haue coꝛrupted and 


gainſt vvo/ ſpciled the wozld, Gifs they are vniuſtly 


men. 


and falſly accuſed to haue beguiled mans 
kinde, ſo that by them hath happened all 
thcſe alteracions and ruines. To this I 
aunſwere, that although it be not poſſt- 
ble to wozke a greater miſchief then that 
which Sathan w2ought againſt the wo⸗ 
man, c tbꝛougb hir meanes hath bꝛought 

vppon the woꝛld, which is, that all mans 

kinde by the coꝛruption and fal of Adam, 
haue loſt that ſouereigne gifte, which ac⸗ 
co2ding to the vnfallible wil of god ( from 
whence pꝛocerded the ſufferaunce) ſhould 
aue bene giuen, that is, from =—_— 

e ta 


diſpraiſe of VVomen, 3 


tall creatures we are becoma moꝛtal and 
ſublec to all miſeries and calamities. 

But pet neuertheleſſe if this had not 
happened, the debilptie and weakeneſſe 
of tathan ſhould neuer haue bene known 
in this woꝛld. Foz if Eva bad; not ſinnad, 
how ſheuld the glo2y ot god bene known. - 
and made maniteſt agaynſt Dathan the 
Diuell. Foz this cance is it that the ſcrip- 
ture ſaub, that the womans ſerde ſhauld 
tread;powne the head of the ſerpent, who ener; 
altbough.bg be, mightie , and ſo mightis 
in deede that ther is no power noꝛ tregth, 
in this woꝛld, that is able to withſtand 
bim. Hruertbeletſe, the ſcrde pꝛocæding 
from the woman yath vanquiſhed and 
gotton the vico2y ouer him. 5 

oo now this ehiefe and pzincipall in The Gene 
committed thꝛough the conſent that the by the wo- 
woman gaue bnto-Sathan, was tourned —— 
by the miraculons power of Ood, fo the uereine be- 
moſt ſauereigne and greateſt beneñt that 5 for 
euer happened in the mold. Fog. Gods $57] 
wilt and pꝛauidence was aſſet that Da- 
than had wzough{anz done the moſt miſ⸗ 
chisle that ha could, that his imbecilptie 
# mum thowp be vanquiſhed by tbe 

Tt V. iij. woman 


Ihe praiſe, and 
woman thꝛough wheſe ſerde he hath bene 
bound and deſtroted, although he Cil cons: 
tinue tyke a roaring Lyon ſeeking whom 
he map deuoure, ano dayly ſtirring vp in⸗ 
finite milchiefes againſt godly people. but 
thereby pꝛocdeth a great and fingular 


2 buns. , p2ofit.and that is patience, which benefit: 


< (with pꝛaier) is moſt neceſſary fo2 man- 
kinde. Foz although many god and bers 
tuous men haue thꝛough p great afſauits 
of ſathan loft their lyues, yet hath it tur⸗ 
ned to their great pꝛoſite, in that theyare 
paſt p long troubles and miſcries of:this 
wietched world, fo: to reſt in quietnoſte. | 
Likewiſe to the wicked it is to them an 
aduauùntage, in that they ceaſe from their 
wicked dotngs wherrby they are tzefefſs 


= puniſhed. Therefo2e we mult no moze 


cry aut and ſap, that women hai loſe 
and ſpopled the woꝛlde, foꝛ therein men 
are moꝛe to be blamed, in miſuſing tbe 
moſt erceiſent vertne and gift that Gov 


ſe n great hatih gluen them, in that they cannef ſub⸗ 
men to let due noꝛ haidel their diſozdinate beaftes 4 


be deceiued 


appetites, but ſufter themſclues like bjute 


dy v7ore, bealts without reaſon to bee ouerteme 
and ſubiex to the molt frapleft kinde,, - 
Where 
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difpraiſe of V Vomen, 4 


EWherein'women haue this aduauntage 


ouer men, that where as they are accu⸗ 


fed to haue bene the tauſers of many miſ⸗ 


chiefes that are happened in the wozld, 
ſuch: men as by any meanes haue thus 
bene ouercommed by them doe merite 
and deſerue much blame and ſhame, and 
are a great deale the mozc ta be repꝛoued 
to let themſelues thus to be vanquiſhed 


and bꝛought vnder by the perſwaſion of 


ſo fraile and bꝛickle a kinde as the wo⸗ 
man, 2 thereby they receiue much ſhame 
and diſhonour: Inſoinuch as the man is 


monꝛe excellent and ot moze knowledge 
and vnderſtanding then the woman, by 


the meaiws whereotf it 16 vnto him a 


moſt greate ignomie and repꝛoch to 
luſter gimſelte {2 to bo abuſed and begui⸗ 


led. ; ' » F 8 
£12 Scrigture faith , It is not god 
that man ſhould be alone, lette vs man 


Geneſ.3 


him a helper that may be pꝛeſent with 
hun. Nod tds helper is the woman, 


who is (as w2 haue iapd already)the firtt 


bene ot knowledge to the man, foꝛ mar: 
ſhould be els bat as balfe: made, foꝛ it is 
vnpollible ros mã, :duching any perfection 


B. ilij. that 


- 
4 
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| The pra ſe, and 
that is in him, that he may engender po⸗ 


ſteritie, ( which is the moſt ſourreigne be⸗ 
neſit a gift of this lyfe) without the hetpr 


and company of the woman. Further⸗ 


moꝑe, ta whom ſhould God diſtribute hir 
grates it frit and aboue all tyuingwea⸗ 
tures the woman did not being fo2th in⸗ 
fo y. wo2!d a earthly body foꝛ to de mane 
beauenlp, and as it is nat ſufficient enetp 
that man æ woman ſhould be ioyned. to⸗ 


. gether,but alſo ſuch a tontution ſheuid 
be wholp, ſo, that the ſade and ſubſtance 
of the male, may be cagioyned 4b2ongh;t 


together with þ ſubſtance of the kemalt: 


to the ende that the woman tompaſſe the 


man, e that p maſcuipne nature may bee 


iopned with p feminine. F92 Ood, by the 


leſſer fozce t power, will, (foꝛ tte enerea⸗ 
ſing ol his glozy)the rather manifeſt hin 
ſelie the moꝛe extellent, then by his grec:- 


teſt power & might. And by this meaner, 


By vvhat 


meanes god 


hath con- 
founded 
Sathan 


he thought it gad to confound the ſathas 
nicall power. By this ye may ſes, thet 
thoſe things which the enempes and v 


bꝛapders of the feminine kinde,theught, 


had made foz 5 purpoſe againſt women, 


; nn turned to p pꝛaiſe of the, 


Sxing 
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diſptaiſe of women. 5 
Heing allo, that the boly waiferstbems The fone 


lelues, doe altogetber, holde opunan, and von ngcet. 
(ſave. that the ſinne and tranſgreſion ae 2ccor- 
of Adam was neceſſary;and they tall it gement 
à molt happy fall and tranſgreſſion, that of — i 
hath merited amd deſerued tuch a god and 
gratious a redeemer. But foz the canclu⸗ 
ſton of this matter, notwithſtanding that 
the woman, ſumetd to be g weaks veſ⸗ 
ſeli and vnſtable, pet, iii we will maze ex⸗ 
adly conſider their ertelleneita and pers 
fectons, we may gaze and wander at hir, 
as aft a rich and coltly ſhoppe, furniſhed 
with all pieaſures: (In whane poth _. 
ung the beams of the diuine fapi⸗⸗⸗- 
ence ) And wer thall finde theur e uon 
ed wien moe. greater diguttie ande 
bemineme thengman. whine: Eu exeas The wer 
fed-of an Clement graaſe and henuvithat man more 
is) euen af the filthy and male ttoddw of gcgen 
earth and of the fliezne thercotk. But he mans, 
: 601402 woman of the ſie h and. ribber af a 
man, bæing:puriſed,luuing land hatting 
ſoule, to the ende that. hy their Kindes 
and nature s:nixed tagethen: then might 
multip, and by:the maitifunc of. the 
ume, repieniſh the Yalthi cn cc: 
7 | B. b. This 


TS TEE 


The vvo · 
ann vva 
made in 


| The praiſe,and 

- - This therefoze doth ſufficiently des 
tlare and make manifeſf;, that the cele- 

 fifall gutes and graces ,- haue in no 
- - poinke bene denped to the woman, but 


diſtributed and giuen to them moze plen- 


_ _ — then to the 
4 of the great and wwodly chil 
ledges that from time to time 
hatt bene Yuen to woman, 


Cp. 


14 the woman bad no moze baut this 
onety aduauntage E pꝛeheminence as 


Pzradicey az ode the man that ſhe was made + fo2- 


THT man 
. 


med in Paradiſe terreſtrial, and man out 
ok the lame. This onely: perfection doth 


en rrtell al thole that man may haue, and is 
move then luttitient to ſtop the mouth of 


All euill ſpeakers and detracters of femi- 


nine kinde. But beſides this,the woman 
batd ſo manp other fapꝛe and excellent 


pꝛiniledgea, that it would require Hercu⸗ 


les labour to repeate them all, neuerthe⸗ 


-teffe 3 will encloſe in this place, the moft 
— and notableft , and that may beſt 


ferng 


ern * "2 7 
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diſpraiſe of women, 6 
ſerue to their decozation, to the ende that 
it may be knowne that they are not n |} —-.. 
quali to men, in dignitiezexcellencie;vics . „ 
tozp, and in other bertues. ry n 27 
Firlt to beginne, it is moſt certeine and 4 yer! 

ure, that there was neuer committed a 1 veel 
moꝛe hapnaus and grieuous ſinne, then not conſene 
that wꝛch was comtted in the Jewesz *2 50 

in putting to death t crecifipng. tbe Da⸗ 
uiour of the world, the which vy men was 
moſt wꝛongfullp committed and done, but 
as tduchinge the women, they neilber 
gaue conſent, counſell noz helpe, in the © 
matter, but did what in them lay to hin; 
der the ſame with all their power and 
might, as it appeareth and in manifeſt in 
the Coſocll; that maketh mencien of Pi 
lates Wife, that ſent to hir huſbãd to turne 
him, and to fozbid him from ſuch a viſs 
tovpall atid:vnlawfull'judgement,agam} 
an innocent and iuſt perſon. In wienelſe 
Whcreoff, our Smricur beinge rifen as 
gaine: did firſt appeare and ſtewe hun⸗ 
ſelfe vnto women , that thep migbt bee 


K 


Math. 27 


the firſt meſſengers and ſpꝛeadde rs Ws Maus 


b:0ade - of his Keſarrection And ON 
rye. 
wut 
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- TFTbe praiſe, and: . 5 

But it we wil haue witueſſes ot aunci ©. 

oa petal ent memozy of the pꝛiuiledges df wo⸗ 
— to men, we r in the . boke of Genelis,: | 
22 — that thep had this pꝛiniledge, to. giuc 
Ride: Names unto their chuldzen, ascit appea⸗ 
Seti by Lea: and Rachel, Jacobs wines, 
ea that gaue names themſelnes. vato their 
2 „ childeen. ng of the wife: of Monoah;the 
Mother of Sampſon that gaue the name 
Ante thir: Sunne Sampfon, as appearcthin 
thoheke df: gudges. 1 3. Chapter. 
Otter' pri. ·· 'When:Phamo king of Acgypt,coms 
buen yatined that all the male chudzen ſhauld 
Bod. 1. be llaine, de gaue expꝛeſſe charge to mꝛe⸗ 
Bara 20. fexue the females, euen as: Herode gaue 
commaundement to kill ali the male chil» 
duen vnder the age of tive vtares , but 
bie did attempt nothing againe the female 
ainde. And by v lyke pꝛiunedges in times 
pall, women werpicferncd:inthe expug- 
ion of Tomnes ; Cities, any Caſtles. 

that were taken by the fozce of warre, 

Where the men were ſlaine, but the wo- 

men pardoned . And not onelp the wors 

b. aa Men did æniaye theſe fairg-patuiledges, 
duk in the fanaur and pitie ot them , the 

new maricd men were exempted — fre 

. rom 


diſpraiſe of Women. 7 


from going tothe warres;'pea; although 

that cities were in extreme daunger,and 

at foꝛ the loue of their new. married wife. 

Now that the female kinde haue alwaies 

bene pledged , it appeareth by theſe 

loꝛmer examples. And not chely amenge 
reaſcnablo, creatures ; but alſo emonge 

thole that are attogether depzined ok the 

gift ot reaſon; It appeareth in the lawwe 

of Moſes , by the which: when any one Dat. 
had founde a birdes neaſt, either in the 

ficlds oꝛ in anp tre, if that he funde the 
female ſitting in y neaſt, it was not law 
fait noꝛ permitted, foꝛ to take hir, dz to dds ja: : 
hir aup hurt, but neuertheies it was pers 
mitten tu take y young ones if y female 

wer not ther. But fo2 to returne to'p p2t- The priul. 
uiledge of weme, Hipocraftes in his boke 3 in 
that he hath made, hath left in weiting, nat thei be 
that enen as women grow faſter then are 
men, allo by the like means they become cienc yearcs 
ſoner difcret, ſober and wiſe, and this is. dre men. 
turned to a pꝛiniledge by the lawmakers. 
the which declare the women to bee tk 
ſufficient veares being come to nine- 
trene, and the men at twentte. And vntag 
women it is permitted and lawefull to * ++ 
e | maͤke 
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The praiſe, and 


make feſfamentes and wills at twelue 

veares of age, and men, not vntill they 

come to foureteenc veares. But in ſome 
countrpes, they ate ſoner declared of 

years ſuſticient, then by the lawes of the 
auncient lawgiuers. Foꝛ the wardſhip of 
feminine kinde endeth at ſixteene pears 

of age. But fo2 men it endeth not vntill 

they come to twentie peares , as though 

the climate cauſcth them to ber moze 

wiſe and ſober in that age, then in other 

The privi- Pꝛonintes and Conntryes , I. ike wiſe 
— — e it is to be meruayled of the pꝛiuiledge of 
Campania, the women of the country of Campania, 
of which the cuſtome of the pꝛouince is 

ſuch, that a noble women if the marꝑ a 

mau ruſticall and baſe boꝛne:pet ſhe dath 

ennoble hini and make him a gentleman, 

And by this J call to rememb2aunce a 

certeine hiſtoꝛy recited by Plutarch in his 

boke that he hath made of woꝛthy wo⸗ 

The excet- Men, Where he ſapth , that in times paſt, 
lencie of j the women of Gaulle Celticke, were in 
Lone lich great reputatis foꝛ their vertue, that 
— by the accoꝛde and agræment made be⸗ 
45 Pint erch t Werne Hanibal and the Celtrians, it was 
doch recerd concluded, that it anꝑ one of OW 
925 : aulls 
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Gaulls did complaine of a Carthagenian, 
that 5 Paieſtrates of the Carthagenians 
ſwoulde be Judge. Wut tothe confrarp, 
ik that a Carthagenian were w2onged oz 
molcſted by any of the Celtrians, that the 
the iudgement and cozredion ſhould ber 
accoꝛding fo the determination c iudge⸗ 
ment of the wocmen ef Gaulle Celticke, 
ſo greatly were they had in reputation 
and renoiwiie io2 their vertue . And to 
the ende that this ſeeme not ſtraunge, 
that women in times paſt haue iudged 
men, not onelp amongſt the heathen hath 
this aucthoꝛitie bene: but alſo among the 
people of God they haue had this pꝛehe⸗ 
minente of iudgeing, as Debora the pꝛo⸗ 
pheteſſe. that iudged the people of Iſrael, 4 
did deſed the againſt p power of the king 
of þ Cananites named labin Þ had afflice 
ted þ childꝛen of 1ſracl þ ſpace cf twentit 
cars. vntil the time that Iahel, that godly tudges ae 
e vertnous woman # no leſſe couragious 
then Panthaſilla, with a bold heart, killed 
Siſerra , Captaine of y hoſt of the Cana⸗ 
nits in ſtriking a naile of p tent thzough v 
templos of his head, Fo2 þ which victozp, 
Debora did ſing a ſõg of thakſgining vnto 
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1 5 The praiſe, and 
TC 'hbeſe thinges conſidered, thole that ars 
detractozs of fenientne kinde, map haue 
god occaſion to holde their peace, and to 
ſpeake euill of them no moꝛe, ſceing that 
they are nothing inferioz to men. Amon⸗ 
The troglo geſt the TI roglcdites a people of Acthios 
— — pia, the moſt barbareus and fartheſt from 
cinilitie 'of all the inhabitantes of the 


nor d ſ- 
ne their earth, there women haue this authoꝛity 
Batem in Dur them, to appainte and let the men 
— icc- fazth a warfare , as they ſhall thincke 
god, and the men dare not offende noz 
gayneſay them by no meanes . Foꝛ they 
take it fo2 a great crime and offence, to 
anger oz diſpleaſe them by * manner 


ok meanes. 


Of the excellency of women, and 
of their ingenious inuentions. by 


Cap:3. 


3 Jarcus Varo lapth, that in the be⸗ 
ber es” 4 inng there were Hue thinges , the 
vvere inuẽ Mhich after Pthecy were inusnted, they 


ted vvere 


neuer left. Were ſo eſtemed off men: that they would 


neuer fince-fuffer them to be loſt . The 
* firtt of them, was to liue altogether in 
4. Pwnes, 


; diſpraiſe of Women. 7 
Townes, Cities, Bozoughes, Uillagess 
and common weales. The ſeconde was, 
the inuencion of letters, the thirde, the 
lawes, the fourth the Barbers the which 
Publius Tirinius bꝛought firſt from Sis 
cily to Rome, wher they liued foure buns 
dꝛeth fiftic foure yeares, without cutting 
off their haire oz ſhaning. The fift,theins 
uentid of Dials,of-þ which Anex mines 
was the innento2. And J ſuppoſe tgere is 
no man be he neuer ſo dul in iudgemenk, 
but will fay and knoweth well inough, 
that the inuenting of letters is the moſt 
chiefeſt of al others p euer mere inuen⸗ 
ted in the wozld,foz without the benefife 
of them our lyfe ſhould be as no lyfe, but 
rather a death and a very graue. There⸗ 
koꝛe it is the beſt and moſt excellent in⸗ 
uention of all the reft that euer war. oz 
by the. onely ble of them the efcrnetie 
of the memozy is enerlaſting . Do that 
if pꝛaiſes ought to bee giuen, and the me⸗ 
moꝛiall to be extolled, ot᷑ thoſe that haue 
inuented diuers + ſundzp things, as well 
fo; the oꝛnament and content of þminde, 
as alto foz the vſage & exerciſe of p body, 
Puch moze; and by greater reaſon this 

C. honour 


T he praiſe, and 


honour is due to thoſe 5ᷣ are pinuento2s of 
letters. Fo2 the moſt greateſt & chiefeſt in⸗ 
uention of all others, is out of daubt b let⸗ 
ters, which are conſeruers of all other in⸗ 
uentions, c without the benefit thereoff no 
inuention can be kept. They make thoſe 
things y were a thouſand yeares palt, as 
though they wer pzeſet. They giue know 
ledge to mennow lining of z which others 
in times paſt did t knew. And Þ which mẽ 
no liuing finde out t inuent, is by letters 
conſerued & kept to them ß are to come. 
Socrates, Plato, Ariſtotle , Theophras 
ſtus,tx all the reſt of the Philoſophers of 
times paſt, ſhoulde not haue bene in ſuch 
reputation and eſtimation as we do fake 
them, without the onely benefit of p ins 
uention of letters. And foz to be ozt, all 
gur humaine life , ſhoulde be a manifeſt 

death, without the knowledge of them. 
But who hatb bene the inuentoz of ſo 
great a benefit foz mankinde,bath it bene 
the Philoſophers and the wiſe men in 
times paſt: no truelp. Foz certcinly this 
did ſeeme to paſſe the capatitie of mans 
minde. And if we map put any confidence | 
in Ariſtotle, he ſaith, that ſuch perſons as 
” ars 
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diſpraiſe of Women. 1 
dre compoſed r made of fleſh moꝛe ſoft & 
delicate the others, they are of better wit 
t vnderſtanding then the reſt. Now there 
is none but knoweth,that the fleſh & Il in 
of a woma, is moꝛe ſofter, whiter & tende⸗ 


rer, then the mans. By the meanes wher⸗ 
off hath ben wel known the great knolw⸗ 


ledge of their minde, in al ſubtil inuẽtiõs 


to baue out paſſed inen, as may be ſene vVomcn $ 
by many faire and curious wozkes fo to inventers of 


excel, that it paſſeth the induſtry of man. 


And likewiſe of letters ſciences, fo: to 


manifeſt and ſhew,that enen as by them 
men be boꝛne, euen ſo pzoceedeth fro then 
humaine ſciences. Wheroffthe noble and 
famous Carmenta was þ inuentrice, whõ 


ſome name Nicoſtratia, Mother to Fuans 


der of Arcadia. Although 5̊ Plinie by the 
authozitie of Epiganes, doth enfoꝛte to 


pꝛoue Þ they were & haue bene efernall, 


although he would ſay they began & had 


| - thoir oziginall with the wozlde, Neuer- 


theles al autho2s by comon coſent, do at- 


| tribute iſiuftion of $ Latin letters, ta 5 


fozeſaid Carmenta oꝛ Nicoſtratia. Which 


* inuenkið truely aboue al Pp reſt is wooer- 
ful t to be meruailed at, in the which did 


C. ii. appeare 


* 
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The praiſe, and 


appe are the deepe knowledge of hir minde 
. foz to compꝛehend in a few letters all the 
. ſounds of the voice which ſcemeth.infi- 
nite. In times paſt the learned Leontia 
wen by lear did confute and cuertame with reaſons 
ning, hnaue the famous Theophraſtes, as alſo that 
tende b Wozthy Euſtochium did ſaint Hierome : 
vvomen. who was not aſhamed to confeſſe that be 
was ouercome by hir in that he could not 
reſolue noz aunſwere the queſtions that 
ſhe had pꝛopounded. oe 
And not onely women haue inuented 
the thinges that decke and beautifie the 
minde, but alſo thoſe that ſerue fo2 the 
entertainment and nouriſhing of the bo⸗ 
. dy. Foz as in times paſt men were not al- 
together bꝛought from their ſauage and 
bꝛutiſh life, but rather hauing moze beaſt⸗ 
like nature then humanitie, They lined | 
Ceres the With ackozns and rotes, vntili the noble | 
fomdout ànd Wo2thy woman Ceres found meanes | 
the vvay fo ſowe wheate, e ſhewed the way how | 
102 of to make bꝛead in Attica, Italy, and in Sis | 
vrheate. cily, foʒ the which cauſe ſhe was reputes 
and tudged a Goddeſſee. 
But ſhe pzofited the wozlbe a great 
deale moze by the inuenting of lawes 


that 


ls 


3 
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that ſh& founde out, the which are no 
teſfe wonderfull then the letters, but ras 
ther moze neceſſary 4 pꝛoſitable ti men, 
(without the which) neither houſes noz 
cities, cõmon weales no2 communalties, 
no noꝛ the wozld it ſelie,cannot ſtand noz 
continue. And yet notwithſtanding, they 
are the inuentid of the woman, Foz this 


rhcfime:: 


Ceres firſt of all gane lawes vnto men, if Ceres tue 
we will beleeue & giue credit to Diodore, pence 


that doth affirme it in his. 6. and Ouid in 
the. 5. of his tranſfo2mattons , oz Mctos 
morphoſis. 

And in lpke manner Herodots , the 
father of Hiſſoꝛies, in his. 6. And theres 
foze by Virgil in his Aeneidos, ſhe is cal- 
led the lawgiuer, the which alſo is affir⸗ 
med by Plinie, in the. . of his naturall 
hilto2y, ID 

And not onely women haue had a care 
and ſtudy to inuent things that ſerue foz 
fo furniſh the minde, but alſo they haue 
bene carefull to enftruc and teach things 
that ſerue fo2 the p2ofite of the body, 
Foz Iſis was the firſt occaſion of tyl- 
ledge and plowing of the earth. 

In times paſt , men wers * farre 

C. üi. krom 


I of lavves 


_ 


77 The praiſe,and 
from knowledge,that they were clo- 
' thed with nothing but beaſtes ſkinnes, 
vntill that women thꝛough their ſub? 
till invention kounde ovt the meanes 
to ſpinne and carde Moll. Jn whiche 
Tanaquiu Arte the god and vertuous Tanas 
8 quil was very famous and ercellent, 
geo hu, Who foz the ſelfe ſame cauſe was na- 
vvives med the Goddeſſe of god huſwiucs. 
| But the firſt that founde out the way 
to ſpinne and card2, was a woman of 
Lidia named Arachne, and hir ſonne 
Cloſcher, the firff inuentoꝛ of whærles 
and ſpindells fo2 to ſpinne Moll, as 
witnefſcth , Plinie and Ouid in his 
Pliny Metamorphoſis . And at what ſtaye 
Duid. i. s would the lyfe of man haue bene , ik 
Tae manner Pallas had not inuented and founde out 
hof fa the way and manner to ſpinne, twiſt. and 
— by make linnen: Foꝛ without the vſe there⸗ 
Pallas. off mans life ſhoulde haue bene moꝛe 
foule, vncieane, and flithy, then b2nitc 
beaſtes. And truelp without the vſe 
of Linnen we ſhoulde bee moze vn- 
pure and vncleane then euer was Au⸗ 
gea ſtable, as the e common pꝛouerbe 

fayth, 


It 


| diſpraiſe of Women. 12 
If therefoze wer will by little and, 


little ſeke out the rare excellencpes — the 
that are in women, wee would the moze oF uence 
eſfeme of them and giue them p2ay- vve vyould , 
ſes foz their excellent ayftes, Foꝛ oftens — 488 | 


times it happeneth that wa giue 
no regarde of thinges pꝛocedinge by 
nature: foz fault that we doe not di⸗ 
ligentlye and carefully knowe and ſreke 
ont the excellencies and woꝛthpneſle of 
the ſame , as wee ſ& by theſe women, 
The which bicauſe they are commonly 
amongeſt vs, they are the leſſe pzayſed 
and eſtermed of each one. But when that 
moze exactly we come to the conſidera⸗ 
tion of the ſinguler gifts of their mindes, 
we doe finde that the celeſtiall and hea⸗ 
uenly graces haue bene moze haboun⸗ 
dantlye and moz2e excellentip beſtowed 
vpon them then vppon men. Foz what 
is the man, that euer was the inuen⸗ 
to; of a better 93 moze famous a thinge 
then letters, foz the oznament of the 
ſpirite, with lawes and artes, and alſo fo 
ſow wheate, to card wollen; & ſpin lin⸗ 
nen foz the pꝛeſeruation of mens bodies, 
and all theſe as you may le and perceiue 

. Ciiltt. are 
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The praiſe, and ; 


are feminine i nuentions. 
Who would not wonder at the ingeni⸗ 
/ ous and ſubtill inuention that was made 
2 by Semeramis Qutene of Caria, foꝛ to 


of $ queene mock the vnſatiable couetouſnes of men. 


bor te pe, who cauſed to be made a faire + gozgious 


gnile the tombe with this inſcription. Vu hat king 

couctcou- ſo ener bath nerde of golde oz ſilver , iet 
him open this monument and hee thall 
finde to bis deſire . Jt came to paſſe a 
longe time after, that king Darius, cons 
templating and beholding the ercellencie 
and beautie of ſo fayze a Tombe and 
monument, at the laſt founve out this 
inſcription, which after hee had wel per- 
uſed and read, hee did belæue the ſame to 
be true, and thereioze he made it to be 
opened, but within he found wzitfen and 
graued vpon the ſfone, theſe woꝛdes fol- 
lowinge . Jf thou were not a wicked 
and a couetous man, thou wouldeſt ne⸗ 
uer remoue no2 open the mcnumentes 
- memoztes of the deade, to (ke ri⸗ 

es. 

Euſebius in his Eccleffaſtical! hiſto- 
rye , doth repeate a wittie innentun 
pꝛadiſed by the Pother of _ gen, 
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foz fo kepe him from reteiuing ar⸗ The en 
tirdome with diners others, he being-of Origeae © 
determined willyngly to offer and pꝛe⸗ en 50.” 


ſent himſelfe therevnto. But his mother Marcizdow 
bearing a natural affection to hir ſonne, Ewſe lia. 
E perteiuing that ſhe coulde not tourne * 


his minde noꝛ perſwade him from the 
ſame: She had knowledge what days 
he wonlde goe offer himſelfe to Dacris 
fice and to receiue artirdome, the ve⸗ 
ry ſame night the found the meanes to 
enter ſecretly into his chamber, and fin- 
ding ther all his apparel and veſtments, 
the carped them away with hir . So 
that in the moꝛning Origen rifing with | 
deliberation of purpoſe to goto receius 
Partirdome , was letted by the flieght 
and polycie of his mother: foz he could 
not go, vnleſſe he had gone naked wher⸗ 
off ho was aſhamed. 
There are found an infinite num⸗ 
ber of ſuch ſubtul and wiltie fiteghtes 
t inuentions of women, 5 which foꝛ to 
declare & (ef out, would ber tedious and 
ouer long fo2 the Reader, and therefoze- 
J will ende this matter by rehearang 
of an inuentionand ſabtil-p2adiſe of a - 
C.v. woman 


* 


1 NT, . cn us. 


The praife, and 


_ woman in our fime,y which was as craf- 
bee tely bzought to patſe,as any of theſe befoze 
— * ſpoke, This womã deſiring to ſaue þ bo⸗ 
Gue che ho Heſtis of & certeine Nece oꝛ kinſwoman 
— of hirs that was with childe, and neuer 
of kirs, mar pod, perceiuing that bir belly began 
to ſwell, ſhe founde the meanes to know 
the truth, which when the had perceiued 
ta be true, ſhe cauſed hir kinſwoman, to 
kepe bir ſelfe in a chamber ſecretlye im 
hir bouſe with bir, vntill the ende of nine 


months. 
Now it foztuned at that time that the 


womã bir ſelf was alſo great with childe, 


(but it was lawfully by bir huſband in 
wedlocke) and both had almoſt one time 
to be del puered, but fürſt it chaunced that 
the woman was delyuered, and the time 
of hir childebedde being paſt about th:& 
werkes, it happened that hir neece & kinſ⸗ 
woman began to trauaile with childe, but 
it was ſo ſecret that it was knowne to 
none but to hir Aunt and hir ſelfe. And 
being delinered, hir Aunt which as J ſaid 


was but newly riſen from hir childebed, 


tapned hir ſelfe fo be in labour and: tra- 


— agapne, and ſoveinely befoze they 
| could 


jn! mm 8 
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could get the Pidwike and women toge⸗ 
ther (hauing hir kinſwomans childe, ſher 
made them to thinke and belcene that be⸗ 
foze their comming ſhe was ſodeinely de⸗ 
lyncred of that ſeconde childe , Wheroff 
all they wondered and meruapled at the 
ftraungeneſſe of the thing. ä 
And J my ſelfe lykewiſe did enguire 
of many ſkilfull and learned Phiſitians, 
whether this might be naturally: Imeane 
that a woman may trauell and be delint- 
red of two childzen, being diſtance Crete 
med ſirten daies oz thz& werkes be 
the birth of the firſt c ſeconde. But they 
affirme and vphold the ſame to be vnpol⸗ 
ſible, and pet J did enſure them the face 
to be moſt true, not knowing at that time | 
how it came to paſle, but ſhoztly'affer it 
was'knowne and ſpꝛed all about, e 1 was 
aſhamed in 5 J had ſo ſfoutly affirmed it 
to be true, j two childze wer boꝛne of one 
woman , in the manner as 3 haue beldꝛe 
detlared, bæing the terme of the werkes 


18 


diſtance betwern the birth or them both, 
but in the ende⸗ Time, the father'of truth, 
bzought this ſubtileand politike in 


on to übt. 


The Praife,and - 


of two women the which in putting 
vppon them mans apparell, did ob⸗ 
taine the two greateſt eſtates and ſos 
uereigneties of the world. Cap. 4. 


T vis example is not bere ſef down 

foz fo bee followed of the feminine 
Rinde. 

But fo2 that it is one of the won⸗ 
derfulleſt things and chaunces that euer 
bappened in the woz!d, That a woman 
ſhould atteine to ſuch great knowledge, 
thatth2ough the pꝛofoundneſſe thereof, 
the hath atteined to the triple crowne , 
E was made Pope, beeing in mans ap- 
parell and ſo taken. This woman that 
we talke off, was bozne in Duchlande, 
who in hir ronth toke mannes gar⸗ 
mentes vppou bir, and ſo named hir 
ſelle Iohn . And leaning hir countrep , 
the hearing of the fame of the Citie of 
Athens, trauayſed thetber. Where at 
that time flouriſhed the well ſpzing of 
all ſciences and learning, and there in 


thozt time, hir pzofited ſo. mell in al! 


kinde ofknowledge and ſtudy that from 
_ ſhe went fo Rome, 4 — 
- openiy 
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openly in the ſchwles, apparailed lyke a 
docto2;+ was taken foz one of the moſt” 

learnedſt:men that. wer lyning in thoſe 
dayes, and ſhe came to ſuch fanonr and 
cr*nite;that the Papall ſeate bing vas* 


cant thzough Þ deathof-Leo the fourth, 


about the peare of dur L028 85 2 
And the beeing reputed and taken foz a 
man, was by common content electer 
Pope t made ſouereigne Pꝛolate / kept 
the ſeat 5 ſpace of two yeares,a month," 
and foure dayes. And unte hir time the 
popes haue vſtd to fit in a hollow chaire 
foz feare to be ſo abuſed, but p thereby, 
by felyng ther might know whether 
the partie choſen to that dignitie ; bee a 
man 02 a womã. And pet Platine giueth 
an other reaſon-why they vſe a hollow 
chaire, ſaying that the ſame is to the 
ende thafthe Pope being lifted vp with 
pꝛide, maythereby remember and cons 
ſider that he is a man, and ſo know his 
owne frapleneſſe. Foz if there were no 


other reaſon, but to know whether-h& 


be perfect in his members, that were to 

follow the cuſtome of the Priapiſts and 

auncient Jdolaters of Acgipt,y which 
recetug 


The prayſe, and 


nel. Teceine no pꝛieſt fo; to make their ſacrifis 
ene Aegip- ces, befoze vp he be firſt handeled and con⸗ 
— ſecrated to their God Priapus,, foz to 
mit nor ſuf know whether he be a naturall man, foz 
Een 20 Peg they will admit none that be gelned. 
aPriet. , The other example is of no leſſe admi⸗ 
ration, and that is of Theodoſia the Em⸗ 
pꝛeſſe of Conſtantinoble, who after that 
the Empire was vacant thꝛough ß death 
of Conſtantine hir buſband, and hir bꝛo⸗ 
ther. Zoe, gaue hir ſelfe ſo to 5̊ affaires, of 
the Empire, 5; without p helpe eitber, of 
father, buſbãd, oꝛ bꝛother, ſhe gouerned ve⸗ 
ry honourably the Empire fo: the ſpace 
of two peares and no moꝛe, faz ſhe lyued 
no longer, beeing' bewapled and lamented 
of all the people, foz that the reigned in 
great peace and pzolperitie, and gouerned 
bir ſubiects peateably, about the peare of 
our Lo2d-1550, ; 

To theſe may be added the wozthy and 
famous. Empꝛeſſe Zenobia,who after the 
death of the Emprrour Odonatus bir huſ⸗ 
band, did moſt wo2zthely gouerne the Em- 

pire of Aſta,vuntill ſuch time as Aurelian 
the Emperour triumphed ouer bir. = 
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70 che Amazons and other ware 
like women, and of tenne woe - 
_ that were taken in mans 

1 arell fighting valiauntly 
in the dayes of Claudius the 
ſecond. Cap. * 


T Pole that ſ@keth all the meanes they 
can to diminiſh the honour of women, 
and that take velight and pleaſure to abaſe 


am extinguiſh their perfection, chargeing, 


and burthening the with vnconſtancie and 
lightnefſs, they doe not conſider. that men 
doe incurre and fangle themſelues, a great 
deale moze with p like imperfections, and 


that women in all kindes of vertue are not 


onely equali with men, but doe alſo paſſe 
and excell them, fo2 although that menne 


thinke to haue this aduauntage ouer wo⸗ 
men to he moze apt and fit fo2 the warre 


then they,yea and moꝛe puiſſant and ſtron⸗ 
ger: Pet neuerthertheleſſe, they that will 
giue creditte to auncient Piſtozies, they 


| - - ſhallfinde that they bee in no poynt inferi- 


our vnto men in valyantneſſe, 
Therefoze foz this ſame * , 
e 


The prayſe, and 

let them read Amian, Marcelin, Troge 
Pompey, Juſtin, Oroſeus, Diodorethe 
- Sicilian, Plinie, Herodotus, Quintus 
Curtius, Solon, and Pomponius Mela, 
in their hiſtoꝛies and memoztall actes 
that they haus ſet fozth of the Amazons, 
and they ſhal finde how valyauntly they 
haue behaued themſelues in their time, 
pea, ſo couragiouſlꝑ, that they haue left 
- behinde them the glozy and fame there⸗ 

off, vninerfally in the wozld, . 
Theſe Amazons bane had their abi⸗ 
ding in Scithia Aſſiattica, which P20- 
- nince is to q Nozth part of Aſia, (which 
at this dave is called Tartaria) whoſe 
vertues and noble pzowelle haue bene 
in ſueh reputation and fame, that Euri- 
ſtes king ol Athens was tonſtrayned co 
ETD ſ&ks to Hertales , and to moue him to 
nr, take armes agapnſt the Amazons, The 
won ed. .. a whiehe Hereules deſirous of honour 
= Ams. Haninge in dis companye Theſeus, 
one And other of his kriends, went by Sea, 
foz to make Warre againſt Orithia and 
Antiopa Quenes ouer the ſapd Ama⸗ 


zons, the which a lyttle befoze to re⸗ 


nenge themſelnes on Euriſtes, and of 
the 
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he Greekes,they paſſed into Europ, ànd 
being come to the hozders and limits ok 
Athens, they did wonderful harmes and 
made great ſpople. And long time after 
that, p Greeks paſſing into Aſia, foꝛ to cõ⸗ 


quer the noble titie of Troy, Panthaſilla Panthafill 


Qucene of þ ſayd Amazons remembzing 


came to ſu6- 


the domage c w2ong that hir aunteſtozs Troyzns 


bad ſuſteined of the Greekes, ſhe came 
with. a migbtie power to ayde the Troy- 
ans; where they did wo2thy feates of 
armes wozthy of remebzaunce,althonugh 
that Panthaſilla loft hir Lyfe by þ hands 
of Achilles, by the meanes wheroff the 
reſt that were leſt aline, retourned inta 
their countrey and auncient poſſeTicns, 
whereas they liued vntill the time that 
Alexander the greatmade warre againft 
the-Hircans', At which time Thelaſtris 
Qutene of the ſaid Amazons came to ſc 
Alexander, and there made offer of hir 
body ko his perſon and of all that was in 

bir. power. 1 2 
And there they blep ſuch great kami⸗ 
* Flee friendſhip together,that-ſhe 
/ confinued with him thirteene dayes, both 
in * E in ſecret conterfation W him, 
D. then 


The decaye 
of the Ama 
ons. 


The praiſe, and 
then taking hir leaue of him, ſher retur⸗ 
ned into hir Country. 

But as it is the pꝛopertie of time to 
coniume all thinges : cuen ſo the paw⸗ 
er of the Amazons came to becay,ſo that 
by ſacceſſion of tyme their Kingedome 
_ vtferlye waſted and came fo- rus 
ne 


This Hiſtozpe of the Amazons, 
bzingeth to my remembzannce an o⸗ 
ther that is founde in the lyfe of the 
Emperour Claudius the ſeconde , who 
fryumphed ouer the Gothes . | 

But in a-certeyne battayle that her 


hadde agaynft them, there were ta⸗ 


ken tenne Souldyers fightinge verye 


valyauntlye , the whiche when they 
were vnarmed were founde to bee wo⸗ 
men, by reaſon whercoff ſome foke 
opinion that they came of the lyg- 
nage of the Amazons, and as Ans 


drewe Theuet dothe witneſſe in bis 


deſcriptyon of the Meſte Indies, 
there is in the ſayde Countfreye an 
Jlande inhabpted with woemen, the 
whiche they * and * 2 4 

yo 


» 
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valyauntlye » and theire ſhieldes are 
the ſhelles of- Toztercils,thzonghe the 
whiche the ſhotte of a handegunne will 
ſcant enter. 

And nok onelye theſe warlyke As 
mazons haue bene counted balyaunt 
and famous: But alſo many others, 
that in nothinge haue bene inker pure 
to them, as La ctantius dothe reco2ve; 
bowe that vppon a tyme the Lacede⸗ 
monians dyd laye ſiege vnto the Citie 

of Meſſenna: But they of the-Cytie 
ES to vſe polltcye agapnſt their. 
enempes, bppon+a; tyme tbey gotte 
pzpuelpe oute and ranne befoze the 


Extvpe ot Lacedemonia, thinckinge fo 


8 it with theire lederne inua⸗ 
n. 

But the women of- Lacedemonia per⸗ 
teiuinge theire intent, came ſodeyne⸗ 


ly out againſt tber: enimpes and putte Spartha, 


them ko flight. 

. Ju memozy whereof, there was erer⸗ 
ted and made an Image of Venus, all 
armed, foz an immoꝛtall fame and mee. 
wanted, „ ret 

D.ii. 8 Ths 


The praiſe, and 


The renowne of the women of Cims- 
bria is Wo2thy of no leſſe pꝛaiſe then 
thoſe of.Lacennes,foz after that the Ro · 
maine Conſulls, Marius + Catallus, has 
obteined vico2y ouer the Cimbrians,and 


had killed of them in one battell, a hun⸗ 


ee noure d2eth and fozty thouſand, yet foz all that 
de "S% men khey had as much to do to onercome the 


0 cet Cimbria, women, the which had ſo foꝛtiſied them⸗ 


ſelues amongſt the ſfuffe and cariage, as 

if they had bene within ſtronge Bul⸗ 
warkes and Caſtles,foz to defende their 
chaſtitie-and -honour , and there they 
fought with ſtoute r manlike courages, 

with fuch an obſtinacie, that when they 
perteiued that they could no longer reũſt 

the fozce + ſtrengthz ol the Romaines, they 

ſent an embaſſade fo Marius, (that was 
treated Conſui by the Romaines, againit 
„the Cimbrians) foz their libertie, which 
.... when they ſawe p Marius would not by 
no meanes graunt, being deſtitute and 
ont of all hope fo finds fauour, they kil- 

led one an other, in a wonderfull farye 

and deſperate rage, to the ende that 

they woulde not fall into the handes ol 
cruell Marius, And in this ay 

ome 
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ſome of them hanged themſelues on the Tue von. 
- next frees , and ſome vppon the coppes derfull de- 
and endes of the Cartes, yea, with age 
their owne haire, in ficede of ropes; as men of Cim 
monge the which there was one wo- 2 


man founde hanging on a tree, hauinge 
at each fot a child hanging, cauueting ras 
ther to deſtrop & foꝛdo themſelues, then 
to fall into the vnmercikull handes of 
their enimies, to loſe their name and cha⸗ 
ſtetie. And this onerthzow and deſtruc⸗ 
tion of the Cimbrians happened in the 
peare befoze the incarnation . 'of Chailt | 
ninetie foure, 

This diſaſfree and truell FA of the 
Cimbrians notwithſtandinge hath no⸗ 
thing at al diminiſhed the toute and va⸗ 
liaunt aces of diuerſe famous women, 
that hath lined ſince that time. Fo2 wee 
reade of Zenobia the Qucne ok Pal⸗ 
merianz,howe ſhe gaue a ſtronge bat- 
faile vnto the Gmperour Aurel ian, cau- 
ſinge him and his hoaſt at the ſirſt to 
flye, but he making no great accompt of 
hir, but as an other woman, dib ite a 
leffor- vnto hir, to layea five hir wea⸗ 
me and to come F ſubmit bir ſelfe vn⸗ 

D. iij. to 


I Thepraife,and 
fo him, But after that ſhee had retei⸗ 
ned his letter, ſhe ſent him an aun ⸗ 
were thereoff , in this oꝛder follows 
ing. 
J neuer knewe man aſke and de⸗ 
— maunde a thing ſo vnreaſonable as thou 
1 doeſt, foꝛ that is to be obtepned and gots 
dia wade eo ten thꝛough vertue and woꝛthynes, the 
— which thou doeft require by thy letter. 
rour. Thou deeft commaund mee to ſubmitts 
und render my ſelfe vnto the? Thou art 
not ignoꝛaunt J am ſure howe that the 
Quene Cleopatra dyd choſe rather to 
dye then fo ſine in diſhonour, even ſo, 3 
lette the to vnderſtande, that J hope 
to want no helpe, no moze then J want 
courage to beate downe thy pꝛide. 
MPoꝛeouer if is much ta bee meruai⸗ 
led at, of the women of the Conntrey 
of Thracia in Europe. The whiche in 
times paſt, woulde endure and abyde 
ne Konte ko be ceared and marked in tie kegze⸗ 
e aua noble heads: with a whotte burtung y2on, in 
J eres cf token and witnelle of their gentilytye 


vvomen of 


Thracia. ànd nobleneſſe of by2rch., and thoſe that 
were bnnoble and of bale bpeth, badvg- 
ou * — to bœ tht.s n * 
* 
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By this' then that wee baue recited, 
mape manpfeſtlpe appeare that nobles 
neſſe and ſtoute courage doth not want 
naoꝛ faple in women no moze then in 
men, and alſo they are ſo actiue in feates 
of armes, that the Georgians of Tars 
taria, make of their wines valyaunt and 
wozthy Douldyers . And Aeneas Syl⸗ 
uius that afterwarde was Pope Pius in 
the hiſtoꝛp of Bohemia, doth make men⸗ 
cion that the women of that Countrey 
baue the rule and ſouereigntie. 
Wut foꝛ that ſo many hiſtozpes as 
well ſacred as p2ophane, are all full of 
the noble pꝛowelle and valpaunt actes 
ok women and of the feates of. . 
armes that they haue done, 1 
will ſtand no longer 
vppon the ſame, 
but pꝛocæde to 
deſcribe 
and ſet out their other 
perfections and 
vertues. 


D. iiij. Of 
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 *The NOISY | 
4 of women through whoſe 
meanes countryes and common 
weales haue bene purged and 
cleanſed of ſuch Tyrantes as did 
infect & moleſt them,Cap.s, 


J Vere is nothing in this wozlde that 


hath moze eleuated the fame and re- 
nowne of wozthy perſonnes noz hath: 
made it moꝛe perdurable then the ouer- 
thzowe and killinge of Tpzauntes , foz 
that they haus continuallye, bene bated 
and deſpiſed of god men, as in times 
paſt ſuch countryes and common weales 
that haue bene vered and weeryed witz 
Typꝛauntes, baue in the recompence 
and rewarde of thoſe that haue erpei⸗ 
led and deſtroped them , erected and 
made Pictures and Images of their bo⸗ 
dyes, and haue had them {o farre in ho⸗ 
noure and reputation that thep haue 
called them the ſonnes and friends of 
God, and ſome people haue better cſice- 
med the killinge of a Tpꝛant, then the 
conqueſt and winning of a whole Pꝛo⸗ 
uince oꝛ Countrep, foz their common 


weale, 3 
Now 
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Now then ſeeing that many men 
haue made the glozy of their name as it 
were immozfall, and haue as it were al⸗ 
ſo made themſelues a way fo. efernall 
bliſſe, in purging their conntrey from 
the opzeſſion of tyzants . In lyke man⸗ 
ner there is alſo founde a great number 
of vertuous and famous women p haue 
atteyned and gotten immozfal pꝛapſe foz 
killing of ty2ants in their nations and 


countrpes, among p which the valiant & lui. 
wozthy woman Iudith may take the 8 
place & degree of honour, Foz Nabucho⸗ don 


donoſor(whoſe pꝛide was exalted to 8 
uen) gaue commaundement by Holo- 
phernes generall Captain of his hoaſt, 
that all the wozld ſhould be obedient vis 
to him. The which his commaundes 
ment bxing once known and publiſhed, 
many Rings and Princes did ſubmitte 
themſelues, and gaue to Holophernes, 
homage, honour, and reuerence , who 
put his whole power « ſtrength to cauſe 
the Jewes alſo the people of God, to do 
che like and to ſubmit themſelues vnder 
his yoake and obedience : And bicauſe 
that _ did reſiſt his power, be vi 
D. v. afflict 


The praiſe, and 


afflict æ oppꝛeſſę them with cruell wars, 
the which they could no longer endure, 
and that knowing the god and vertu- 
ous woman Iudith, the went into bir 
chamber and putting on ſackecloth, 
ſhee made hir pꝛapers, humbling hir 
feife vnto G O D, to pꝛouoke him to 
mercy, and after that, altiring hir ſelfe 
with moſt pꝛetious Jewells , and alſo 
in goꝛgeous apparayle,ſhe bololy went. 
out of Bethulia toward the campe of Hos 
lophernes, whers being ſtayed and 


.,. taken byhis men of warre, ſhee was 


bzought to his pꝛeſence: who beholding 
hir, found hir ſo beaufifull , and ſo ens 
dued with al! perfections , wherewith 
Nature may furniſh and beautiſie a pers 
ſan,fo2 to make hir perfect in al things, 
that being ouercome with hir beautie, 
the found ſuch fauour in his ſight, that 
ſhe. might go and come at al houres, dap 
and night thzough bis campe , with hir 
handmaide x not one to moleſt bir, And 
tbus being beyond al meaſure paſſioned 
with hir loue , be commaunded Vage 
bis Chamberlapne to declare vnto bir 
his deſire, and ſhe made — that 
— 0 
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the would in all things fullillHis zds 
requeſt. | 


At which wozds Holophernes was 


fo glad and merry, that be dzanke moze 
frely that night then be was accuſtomed 
to doe. > 

And the time bring come fo fo take 
their reit, Vago did ſhutte Judith in 
the chamber of Holophernes,who being 


dꝛunken with wine, fell in lips fo ſons 


AS he was layde, 


. By the meanes whereof, Tudith The noble 
finding oppoztunitie to ber reuenged of one of 
the enemy of GS DS people, toke killedthe 


halve of his ſwozd hanging by his beds? 


after this manner ſhe triumphed oner 
Holophernes, enemye vnto GWD 
people, who was of the whole wozlp 
ſo much feared,honozed,and redoubted, 

that he was thought to be inuineible, but 


pet neuertheles he was ouertame by the 


zudent and fober wit of the- Ledi apy 


vertuous woman Iudith, 


The palpant Iahel, wile to date 
alſo 


tain holofer 


ſide, and beeing ft engthened by the belpe nes, enemy 
of God, the ſmote of bis heade , and m__” 
gaue it to hirhandmayde fok#pe , And Iudech 


The praiſe,and 
= Is alſo wozthy of immoꝛtal pzapſe,fozthaf 
& botden- With a ſfout heart ſhe killed Siſera the 
—— . Captaine of the Cananites, that with la- 
killed pg bin: their king did ſoꝛe alflict the people 
ludg. 4 of the Iewes, but Siſera hauing loſt the 
battaple, fledde, and was fapne to hide 
bimſelfe in Iahels tent, where fallyng a 
flepe, ſhe foke a naple of the tent, and 
with a hammer boldly dzaue it into the 
temples of his head, and ſo he died by the 

hands of a woman, 5 
3  , In lyke manner that woman that 
- - - Killed that cruell Tyꝛzant Abimilech, 
ſinne to Ierobaal, doth merite great and 
laudable pzayſe, who killed all his bze- 
fktkh)heren euen lxx. and deſtroped the cittie 
pl Sichem and made if waſt, and ſowed 
ſalt therein, and alſo burned the Tower 
and a thouſand people therein, of whom 
no man could haue right. Pet notwith- 
l̃lkanding, after that he had beſieged and 
Abimileck taken Thebes and was come to the To- 
vv2s faine Wer to fight agaynſt it, and beeing nere 
by avv0- batq the-gate thereof, a certeine woman 
judg· c within the Cower caſt a pete of a Mi. 
fone vpon his head and all to bꝛake his 
bꝛapne panne. But when he _ = 

85 Lug 
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felfe thus ſha mefully wounded fo death | 
by a woman,foz that he would coner his 1 
diſhonour to be thus ſlayn by a woman, WM 
he called haſtely to a young man v bare | 
his harneſſe, and ſayd vnto him: Dz2aw --. .: --- 
thy lwoꝛde andflay me, that men boat 
not berafter and ſay that a woman flew 
him. 

The we chaunce happened fo king , 8 
Pyrrhus, who beſteging the citie of Ars ſore vvos 
giue, and breing nay e vnto the walls > From 
ſodeinely a woman did caſt downe a tile Y 
ſtone vppon his bead, wherewithall bees 
ing hurt, and thꝛough the great effu - 
of blond that fell from the wound; 
was ſo blyndrd, that he was flayne a a 
ſouldier named Zopyrus. | 

Aretaphilla, is wonderfullp cammen⸗ Nicogra- 
ded and pꝛapſed bicauſe that thaough ms& Les 
great perill and daunger of hir body, ſhe 9:56, 3 
delyuered hir countrey fromthe ty2anny polieicke p 
of Nicoſtratus and Leander, the which — 
perſons thzough hir wiſdome and couns for thar 
ſell were put to death, and cauſed Cali⸗ 
ra to be burnt, 5 was 9 cauſe df their ty- 
tannp. As it is moꝛe at large declared by 
Plutarch i in bis boke of wozthy women. 

When 
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When that great and mightie Em⸗ 
perour Cyrus was faln from his wonted 
clemencie and gentleneſſe, and become 
cruell and tyꝛannous, he was faken in 


Ciros flain warre be J homitis Qutene of the Sci⸗ 


by Thome 


ris queene 


thians, who cauſed his head to be cut off, 


ofScitnia- F in remebzance of his crueltie ſhe made 


it to be caſt into a veſſell of full bloud, 
ſaying theſc woꝛds. Now Cyrus d2inks 
thy fill of chat thou couldeſt neuer be ſas 
tiſfied. 

Cbereloꝛe we kult n#des confelſe 


and ſay that women haue bene famons 


and valyant, in that they haue purged 
kingdomes, cities and countryes, 4 rvd 
them from the oppꝛeſſion of Tyꝛants, 
wherein all the induſtry and power of 
men could not ſet oꝛder no? finde reme⸗ 


die without. the meanes of theſe noble 


And couragious women. 


Jof leane the Mayde of Fraunce, | 


through whoſe means the French 
king recouered part of his Realm 


a gayne t that the Engliſhmen had 
wonne,. Cap.7 3 


Although 


diſpraiſe of Women. 24 
ALthough vp the bilkozie of this mayd 


be as it were common in the eares 


of a greate many, bicauſe it is mentio⸗ 
ned in our Chꝛonicles, pet is it not ſo rife 
onto vs, as it is to ihe French nation, 
Who make their boaſt of this mapde 
as one ſent to them by dinine inſpirati⸗ 


on, to their helpe and ſuccour , Wu 


ſuch as they were J ſhall partelꝑ declare 
vnto vou, as J finde inthe French Chꝛo⸗ 
nicle. 

This Ieane, whether it were by diuine 
inſpiration oz by ſozcerie J cannot tell, 
but molt boldly and ſtoutlp ſhe came 
vnto King Charles the ſenenth,called 
Charles the Dolphin, whom that noble : 
famous king of England Henry the fiftk 
bad chaſed out of his kingdome, leuing 
him a verie little parfe-ofthe Realme of 
Fraunce to fly vnto foz his refuge, but afs 
fer his death thozow p diſſention that fel 
amongſt the nobilytie of England by lit- 
fle and little this Charles re couered as 
gaine his realme and dominion. Unto 


him as J ſaide came this Icanc , and 


pꝛompſed bnto him many fkraunge 
and woomderſull thinges ; * ** 
tha 
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that the would helpe him to reconer the 
Realme, that ſhe would rayſe the ſiege 
of Orlcaunce, that was beſieged by tho 
Engliſhmen, that ſhee woulve helpe 
the Ringe fo his crowne, and that 
She would know the King among all 
his Lo2ds although he did diſguyſe him⸗ 
ſelfe . Further ſhe ſayd,that ſhe ſhould 
haue to helpe bir ſelfe withall a ſwozd,Þ 
long time befoze was lefte af Fierboyes 
which is in the countrey of Touraine in 
Saint Katherins Church. 
Paoneouer that the towne of Troyes 
in Campania ſhoulde be rendered vnto 
him within three dayes , e that the King 
ſhould recouer all his Realine agayne - 
and keepe it in peaceable poſſeſſion, 
And alſo lhe reuealed and opened vn- 
to him, manp other things the which 
afterward came to paſſe, as che had taze⸗ 
And in derde the French Nation is 
much bounde to ertoll and pꝛapſe hir, foꝛ 
they will ſape vnto this dape, that the 
Realme of Fraunce had bene all Engliſh 
without the miraculous fozce and policie 
of this Payde, thzough whoſe ayde the 
Dolphin 
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Dolphin Charles. that af that time was 
king but of a fewe Townes and Wo⸗ 
roughs,did at p laſt cõquer al his whole 
Realme againe, except Callis t the frons 
tires thereoff, that was mainteined and 
kept by vs the ſpace of almoſt thꝛæ hun⸗ 
dꝛeth peares, vnfili the raigne of Henry 
de Vallois king of Fraunce the ſeconde 
of that name, who though pollicy ok- 
teined p ſame, when this our Nealme of 
England was oppꝛeſſed with Spaniardes 
in the dapes of Nuene Mary, And true⸗ 
ly it is to be meruailed that god thꝛough 
the meanes of this mayden ſuſtered the 
Realme of Fraunce ts fall into the rule 
E domination of the French king agame 
and to deminiſh the ſtrength of the Eng⸗ 
lichmen daply moꝛe and moꝛe. | 
But all. things are ſubiect to alterati⸗ 
on t chaunge: euen ſo it chaunced vnto 
this maide, in whome the French men 
repoſed their whole truſt. Foz as the 
Enaliſhmen were befigeinge the towne 
dl Compeignia,the maide Icane came to 
Cuccour & helpe the beſiged with a great 
number of Frenchmen. But ſhe was ta⸗ 
ken and hir power r —_ al⸗ 
7. ter 
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fer that ſhe was ſcnf to Roan, where by 
reaſon that ſhe was taken and ſuſpected 
to bee a @o2cerer bling witchcraft, ſhes 
was condemned to be burnt, and ſo ſhee 
was put to death. And therefoze it was 
thought and iudged that Charles ths 
French king erred in fayth,and therefoze 
not wozthy to beare the name of a king 
but to be put from his kingdome, bicauſe 
that he put bis trult in this mapde and 
vſed hir coũſel, who was afterward pꝛo⸗ 
ned to be a Sozcerer, vſing Pagicke. 
F02 it is the duetie of all kinges , fo 
expell, cut off, and rote out all ſonthſay- 
ers. charmers, cuniurers, Withes , ©02, 
cerers,and all ſuch as vſe any inuocati⸗ 
ons 02 familiaritie with the Diuel, con⸗ 
trary to Gods lawe, as we map read in 
p holy Scripture. Againe, there bee ſome 
that indge this maide a holy woman & 
a Saint, ſent by God, to recouer againe 
the kingdome of Fraunce , that was al⸗ 
together loft and out of all hope to be⸗ 
come againe French. Foz ſape they, 
if ha had not bene ſent of GD D. 
the Engliſhmen alter bir death woulde 
bane conquered agapne that whbichs 


they 
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they had loft , But theſe men doe nol 
conſtver the ſtate of the realme of Eng⸗ 
lande- Bow that after the death of our 
noble king Henry the fifth , the whole 
eſtate and gouernement of the Realme 
of Fraunce was committed to the no- 
ble Duke of Bedford, who in dede 
all his Iyfe time did gonerne the ſame 
very valyantly to his perpctuall pꝛaiſe, 
rather augementinge the ſame to the 
Crowne of Englande, then diminiſhing, 
as in Halls Ch2onicle at large doth aps 


The canſe 


peare, But after the death of this wo2+ ! wane 


thy Duke, and the valraunt Earle ok ot Fraunces 


Saliſbury who was ſlapne befoze Orles 

ance, t alſo of other famous noble men of 
England, ther kel ſuch content ion & rife 
in England among the Nobility,and all 
thzough the pꝛide of the Cardinall that 
then was, that p pꝛouiſion of the realme 
of Fraunce was left vnpꝛouided, and the 
regent w other noble men of England 5 
then were in Fraunce , were faine to re⸗ 
paire home to help to ende controuerſies 


& diſlſentios begun there, thꝛough which 


negligẽce & wãt ol foꝛeſight, the Dolphin 
Charles had a great gap left op? fo bꝛing 
; CE ü. | b 18 
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his purpoſe fo effec, and fo reconquere 
againe that which his pzedeceſſo2 Phi- 
lip and he had loft. And thus thozongh 
ciuill diſlentions in England one trouvle 
falling vpon an others necke was the 
realme of Fraunce loft, which was nobly 
conquered by king Henry the fifth and 
valiauntiy defended and kept dur inge 
the lpfe of the famous duke of Bedford 
the kings bꝛother. Thus much thought 
J god to note by the waye by reaſon of 
leane y damſel of Fraunce , whoſe bolde 


and ſtoute courage in this enterpziſe is 


much to be wondꝛ ed at. 


What great benefits are happened 
in the world by the meanes of 
women. Cap. 8. 


T is manifeſtlpy knowne vnto all 
men, bnleſſe it bee ſuch as are 
voyde of knowledge, that the greateft 
benefife that ener happened to the wozld 


is the gifte of fapth: foz by fayth wee 


knowe G O D and compzebende his 


indgementes , and this beinge holder 
foz a ſure and wonderfull truth, wee © | 


mult 
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mult neceſſarpiye confeſſe that women 

haue bene the cauſe of the greateſt be- 

nefites that are amongeſt men. Foz „omen 5 

this greate and ſouereigns avfte was 45 Tees 

firſt of all anounced and declared vnto 4x: drow Ip 

men by the meanes of women, in that ccaionot 5 

they are the firſt witneſſes of the glo- rife | 

rious Reſurrection of Ch2ift .-And they: i 

were not onelpe the firſt meſlengers — 

of this helye Reſurrection , but alſo it 

ts reco2ded by certepne hiſffo2yes'that 

theſe vertuous and holye women, Ma⸗ | 

ry Magdalen E Martha, haue 'p:eached: 1 

the Coſpell of Chziſte and connerted 1 

to the Chꝛiſtian fayth the Countrey ot kf 

Illeria, whiche nowe 1s called Sclas 4 

3 S. - - Hovy Pegit 
and we read. in the olde Chzcnicles bert king of 

of Englande that Glotaira the wiſe of . =p 

tinge: Egilbert dyd inſtruct hir hul band frt ta of 

the kinge in the Chziftian fayth . In Monroe 

ſuch:manner that when Auguſtine dyd meanes of 

come from Rome to pꝛeach the Chaiſti- 

an faty the people ok Englande were 

ſone conuorted and turned from the er⸗ 

ro2 af Pelagius, wherewith the whole 


1 realme was infected. 


E. iij. Hermegides 
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Hermegides king of Goths being infec- 
fed with the hereſpe of Arrius, was con⸗ 
uerted and dꝛawne from it vnto the 
faith of Cbꝛiſt by the meanes of Nige⸗ 
gond his wife, as Gawyn both witneſſe 
m his ſecond boke. 

In like maner Cleotilda the Nneene 
of Faunce and wife vnto king Clouis, 
thoꝛowe bir pꝛaper and gentell inter⸗ 
ceſſion, bir buſbande did renounce his 
Paganiſme and became a Choiſtian, 
with whome all the ſubiectes of his 
Realme reteiued þ faith of Jeſus Ch2ift, 
and al came by the meanes of the Qucene 
vnta whome the inhabitance of that 
kingedome are much bounde. 

The like benefite receiucd the Gothes 
in times paſt, by the meanes of a wiſe 
and ſober Nueene named lugulda, who 
by hir inſtant pꝛapers and vcrtiious de- 
monſtrations and perſwaſions vnto the 
Bing hir huſbanog , he lefte hys 
olde errours and became a Chꝛiſti⸗ 
dn. | 

Jn reading of hiſkozics we find many. 
examples of men that haue done greate 

\wojks of vertne, thozow 5 meritozious 
-  wozking 


diſpraiſe of Women. 23 
wozking of their wines, as Domitian, 
Flauius,Czſar,t others that the curious 
reader map ſes in Plutarch & Bocace, the 
which haue at large deſcribed the ver⸗ 
tues of illuſtrious womenne; and the 
greate benefiftes that are come to the 
wozlde thzough their meanes, without 
whome men ſhoulde decape and faple , 
and the wozld ſhould periſh and altoge⸗ 
ther conſume, it it were not by them en⸗ 
creaſed and repaired, And in this onely 
thing are all other benefits compꝛeben⸗ 
ded and conteined , that may bee ima⸗ 
gined 02 wiſhed 10 tdat Mercury Tri⸗ 
migeſt knowing the great perfections 
and graces of women, hath left in wꝛi⸗ 
ting, that that man is greatlꝑ to be ab- 
hoꝛred that hath no wife, 

And god himlſelfe as you may read in 
Geneſis commannved the Patriarch A- 
braham that he ſhould hearken and doe 
- that his god wife Sara did ſaye vnto 

un, 
Bu tſeingy we are entred info this mat 
ter, touching ö great benefits y are haps 
ned in d wozld by þ means of womẽ, let 
C.iiit, vs 


Gen. xt. 
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vs which haue receiued the ſame be⸗ 

nefite (thꝛough the lyke meanes) much 
moze aboundantly then euer did any o⸗ 
ther Nation that ener was hearde oz 
knowne ſince the foundation of the 
wozlid, conſider the lame moze cerac- 
ly. 

Foz what Nation may ſap that they 
baue recciued the wo2de ol God and the 
glad tidings of the Goſpell ſo plentifully 
and with ſuch-continuance of time, as 
this Realme of England, and al thꝛough 
the godly zeale of our bleſſed and gratis 
ons Qutene Elizabeth. What Nation 
bath erpelled and rwied ont Papiſtrie, 
and quite defaced al monuments and oc⸗ 
caſions of Jdolatrie as the hath dene. 
What Nation hath wounded that great 
Beaſt and Monſter of Babilon ſa foze as 
the hath done, 

WMhat Nation hath ſtaped ciuell tu- 
mults and luppꝛeſſed rebellpons, with 
leffe bloudſhedde then ſhe hath done. 
What nation hath auoided the pzactiſes, 
conſpiracies and counſaples of fozepne 
P2inces x Kings againlt this Realme, 
as ſhe bath done, 

Pea 
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Pea, what Nation hath lyned in 
ſuch tranquilytie and peace, ſo long as 
we vader hir, haue done . 
What Pzince 02 Potentate hath ruled 
with ſuch pitie and clemencie towardes 
hir very enempes, as ſhe hath done. 
What Prince hath had ſuch a care and 
zeale to Gods wozde and to the main⸗ 


tenaunce thereoff as ſhe hath had, oz 


what Yzince oz Potentate hath badde 


ſuch a hcartie lone and affection toward 


their fubiectes , oz moze carefyll. fo 
maynfeine and kerpe them in peace , as 


ſhc trom tune to time, hath havde am 


bene. 


Therefoꝛe to conclude; all the benes 
fites that euer happened in the wozld.. 
thꝛough women, is not to be tompared” 
to this onsly benefitte bf 6nrg.( tleane 
contrary to the deſire aitd expectation of 


our enemyes. . 
The which benefftte 5 


[ betech 


God long to continue among vs. 
Amen. 


Er,. OF 
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The . 


of the moſt excellent knowle doe 
of ſome women the which in lears 
ning & wiſedome, haue far excels 
led diuerſe graue & wiſe Philos 
9 Cap. 9. 


N Ot enely men haue bene wonder- 
full curious and deſirous. thꝛougb 
their great ffuvie c knowledge in lear⸗ 
ning to make their name and fame im⸗ 
my2tall. But alſo innumerable women, 
baue ginen themſelues to the knows 
tedge and ffudie of learning, by reading 
and meditating bokes ſo pꝛofoundlpe, 
that they baue not onely made them⸗ 
ſelues equall to many learned men, but 
allo in all kinde of knowledge and lear⸗ 
ning, they baue ertelled the moſt lear⸗ 
ned and famous philoſophers that were 
Iyning in their times 02 dapes. 

And bicauſe that the Sybels hans 
bene moſt ercellent - and famous in 
knowledge and wiſedome of all thoſe of 
aàuncient memoʒꝑ: will firſt beginne to 


ſpeake 
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ſpeake of them. 

But knowing that Lactantius, Eu- 
ſebius , Saint Hicrome , Horace, and 
other learned perſonages haue much 
better and moze learnedly wzitfen of 


them in their wozkes and biſtozyes 


then J can, therefoze J will not ſtande 
long to ſhew many examples vppon tho 
Now theſe Sybels were tenne in 


number, but among them there were 
two moze famous then the reſt, that is 
to witte, Sybel Cumania, and Sybel Eris 


thria. 


But here vou muſt note that Sybel 
is not the name of a woman, but it doth 


ſignifie in our language a Diuinerelſe 02 


Pꝛopheteſſe. 

They were lyuing in the time of the 
holy Fathers, and bæing inffruced and 
taught in al wiſedome and godly knows 
Jedge of the Elders, they lefte in 
wꝛiting diverſe © ſandzy ſentences and 
ſayings,touching the ende of the wozld, 


of the Judgement, and of the eternall 


Ivfe. - 
Furthermoze they haue ſpoken £ p30 
phecied 


The Sy 
Frerheties 


The praiſe, and 


3 pbecied of our Sauiour Jeſus Chꝛiſt, al⸗ 


ſo of the eſtate of wozdly things, of kings 
domes and countrys and other ſuch like 
maffers,in darke and hidden miſterycs, 
like to y bokes ef þ Reaelations, vnto 
which bokes of theirs,the auncient Roz 


— 


in all their affaires and neceClities , and 


dyd conferre bppon them as witneſſeth 
Cicero in the ſecond boke of Diuinati⸗ 
on, and he ſayde that of the Capitall 
letters of their verſes , were taken out 
graue ſentences and god words. And 
their bokes were in ſuch credit and eſti⸗ 
mation that. when ang. man had ſayd, it 
is the woꝛd of Sybel, oz  Sybel bath ſpo⸗ 


ken it, it was as much as if we ſhould 


now ſay,it is as true as the Goſpell. 
A read that vppon a time, an aide wo⸗ 


man and vnkno tun canie vnto Tarquin. 


had doated foz age. 


the pꝛonde, and offered bnto. him nine 
bokes' to ſel, p which the ſapd conteined 
the Oꝛacles ot their Gods, Tarquin des 
maunded the pztce, æ the ſaid. th2ee hun- 
dzeth portes of golde, whercat Tarquin 


did laugh and mocked hir, as though the i 
TCbe 
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The which the olde woman perteiuing, 
calt thꝛee of them into the fire and bur⸗ 


ned them. And againe aſked pꝛoude Tar⸗ 


quine it Þ he would buy y other ſire that 


ren ayned without demyniſhing any part 
of the pꝛice, whereat he laughed againe 
vnmeaſurablie, and that perceiuing the 
olde woman , ſhe burned tha& moze of 
the ſaide ſixe bokes remaining, and as 
gaine aſked him if that he woulde buy 
the other thz& that were left, foz ſa 
mich goide as ſhe aſked foz the nyne. 
Then Larquin conſidering with bimſelf 
the conſtancie of b woman. he bought the 
th:& bokes that were left, and gaue hir 
ſo much golde as the nyne ſhoulde haue 
coſt him, bat after that ſhe was ne⸗ 
uer ſcene moꝛe. And theſe th2e bokes, 
were kept in a ſecrete place, and there 
was fiffene men appointed and cho- 
ſen, vnto whom the cuſtodie and keeping 
of theſe bokes were committed and 
giuen. 


ba, whom ſome call Nicaula and others 


Manqueda, is wozthy and doth merits 


the firſt place in reputation and know- 
ledge 


After theſe Sybels the Qucene of Sas 


* 
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| Tue queen ledge, whoſe ardant zeale and deſfre was 
ef Sala ſuchnthe obtainig and conquering a 


motexcet Treaſure of ſapience , that the ſcripture 


' knovyledg giueth hir an immoꝛtall pꝛaiſe, foz that 


Hs Arreta, 
; 5 *D 
| 


the came from the confines and viters 
molt partes of the woꝛlde into the lande 
b kings ca io gf Iudea fo heare the wiſedome of Solos 
mon, with whom the did diſpute moſt 
p2ofoundly, from the Iſop vnto the Cea⸗ 
der, that is to ſay from the leaſt hearb vn⸗ 
to the moſt higheſt fre of Lybanon, that 
in diſputing and putting foꝛth queſtions 
the might know the pzoperty and nature 
of hearbes and tres. | 
The doctrine of Pythagoras had neuer 
3 beene knowne , bicauſe of the obſcuritie 

* thereoſf,ifthat Dama, his daughter had 
not kept ſchole after the deceaſe of hir fa⸗ 
ther and did inkerpꝛete it. 

Arreta did ſo excell in knowledge 
that ſhe required no doctour to inſtructe 
bir ſonne Ariſtippus, but ſhe hir ſelfe 
did teach and inſtruct him in the doctrine 
of Philoſophie, foz the which cauſe he 
8 was called Matrodidactus, that is to ſay 
I acorns, taught of his mother, Hortencia daughs 


ter vnto that famous Dzatoz Hortenſi- 
us, 


Math. 
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us, was ſo wonderful in knowledge, that 
after ſhe had made an eloquent Dzation 
befoze the Senatozs, bir poſteritie bad 
hir in wonderfull admiration, not onelp 
bicauſe of hir facunditis and excellencie, 
but alſo foz that ſhe ſhould be a ſpectacls 
tobe immitated and followed. 

Corrinna had ſuch excellent knowledge 
in poeſye and making verſe , tbat theres 
in ſhe excelled the famous Poet Pinda⸗ 
rus, in the which kinde of verſe Theano Theang 
was as well ſene as Corrinna. And Sos 
crates was not aſhamed openly to cons 
feſſe that he had learned many good 
things of the learned Aſpaſia. Leoncea Ty cond 
ouercame in diſputation and reaſons 
the Philoſopher Theophraſtus, Platoes 
ſchoole was vefended and foꝛbidden fo 
women and maydes: But neuertheleſſle, 
Laſchenea and Axiothia lefte notito fre? awomes, 
quent and haunt it in mens apparel, 

Cornelia wife vnto Scipio Affricanus Cometia; 
was ſo excellent in knowledge that ſhe 
left vnto hir poſteritie many god and es 
loquent Epiſtles, So did Corneficia mas **fciz 
— that ſhe bad made. Gn 
Caria Affrania, did ſo well pꝛofite in Afﬀeania, 
008 


Corrine 


I Theprayſe, and 
the ciuill lawe , that fozſaking bir di⸗ 
Cafe and ſpindle, che pleaded very lear⸗ 


nedly,many cauſes befoze the conſcript 
fathers and Senato2s. Diodor the Sis 


Lb. s. cas cillian had fiue wonderfull Daughters 


both in knowledge and maydenly ſhame⸗ 
faſtneſſe. But nowe to come to Chai⸗ 
ſtian Momen, Euſebius in his Eccleſi⸗ 


Mannes àſticall hyſtoꝛie ſheweth that Mammea, 


Feclea, 


mother vnfo the Emperour Alexander . 


Seuerus, did ſo much effeme knowledge 


and had it in ſuch pꝛice, that vnder⸗ 
ffanding the fame of the renomed veſ⸗ 
ſel of erudition Origen: She ſent certein 


nokable perſonages of hir court to An⸗ 


tioche, where as then he dwelled, whom 
the beſought with all ſubmiſſion that it 
woulde pleaſe him to take the paines to 
come to hir foz fo inſtruct hir in the 


woꝛde of God, and that ſhe had an vn⸗ 
ſpeakeable deſire and an vncredible zeals 


to ſe him and to heare his voyce . Te- 
clea was Saint Paules Diſciple, full of 
knowledge and vnderſtanding, e Saint 
Katherine a Uirgine of Alexandria of 
moſt holy life, did ouercome fiftte Philo- © - 
ſophers with bir doctrine and — 

he 
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Lhe foure daughters of Sainct Philip 
the Apoſtle, and Ammia, were Pꝛophe⸗ — * 
teſſes of the new Teſtament in b Church 5. cap. /. 
of Philodelphia. 

In the dayes of Saint Hierome, the 
wozld did habound with women of great 
knowledge and bnderſkanding,and alſo, 
with great eloquence,vnto the which he 
did wzite and dedicafe many god and 
wholſome Epiſtles, as to Euſtochia, Pau- 
ha, Geroncia, Fabiola, Furia, Marcellia, 
Demetriade, Siluis, and many others. 

Eupochia wife vnto the Emperour 
T heodoſia,was not onely in great repu- 
tation and fame bicanſe of the gloʒye ot 
bir emppꝛe, but iſo ſhe was wonderful 
greatly-eſfemed'ſozthe high knowledge 
ann wildome aboue-all the reſt in bir 
time: In wboſe daies, ther wer ſucd foze | 
ot womẽ endued with wildome e kitows | 
edge; that Origen bimſelle that famous Origen haJ 
Clarke,had y- help ol ſeuen Uirgins in p {««n owt 

compbſitis of his bokes,the which Utrs Ferres, 

gins ſerued to be bis ſecrefarics fo wꝛite 0 2 
that, which be compoſed and made con ven, 
tinually,che himſelfe could not ſurnif} — 
ub — his wozkes without the cp. 


Fo ayde 


The praiſe, and 


apde k helpe of theſe ſapd damſels + vix⸗ 
gins. Now foꝛ all that the wozld in thole 


dapes was (a well repleniſhed with ſo 
great a number of learned women, chnt 


The Ladie 


Margaret 


Vailois 
queene of 
Nauarca. 


were very eloquẽt and wite, we muff not 
therekoꝛe thinke that this our age is left 
deſolate and voide, foꝛ thank ed be God, 
there 15 ound a number that in no point 
hal giue place to thoſe of times paſt. But 
if things be waped in an equal baljance; 
it will be found, that they haue not onely 
bene equall, but alſo by long diſtaunte £ 
contiauaunce they haue excelled, p which 

p2etfding fo deſcribe any thing, baue not 
vled p meane of a Secrefary,as thoſe in 
times paſt,foz to ſet fozth by witing tbe 
ſubtill inuentions of their mindes: Foz 
who ran nde in al-p auncient memozie, 
any woman were ſher neuer ſo full ot 
knolwledge, that might be compared, unto 
the Lady Margaret Vallois, Nugne of 
Nauara, and:onely ſiſter to Fraunces the 


French king, the firſt of that name: whoſe 


name « fame,ſhal foꝛ euer remaine in the 
memozy of men, æ honoꝛed in the month 
of the wiſe perpetuallp, bicauſe of the em 

minen . and heroicai vertueas, 
| wheres 
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wherewith che was endued & enriched, 
thꝛough the great grace of God, larre as 
boue all other Lavyes & pꝛinteſſes in bir 
time: Either what Cornelia 62 Cornefi- 
cia, map be compared to ß Lady Heliſi- 
an. of Crennes à French gentlewomà, fo: penn 
what Philoſopher could moze learnedly a rrench 
haue ſet to their hand to their pen the ſhe r 
bath done, x as doth appeare by y godi rx 
wozks 5̊ ſhe hath left vs in great num⸗ 1 
ber. But J will leaue many examples of 11 


— x 


Foz:to come vnto Chriſtian de Piſa, u nein 


7 
diuers other ladyes and gentle women ok — 
chat realme, Þ which in knowledge baue 4 
extellen # in humaine ſciences,nct onely: 1 
women but alſo moſt men in their daies. | | 

1 


gentlewoman ol Italy,þ which may take ge Puta an [ 
the firſt degree among all the wiſe wome 1. lim gen li | 


tle woman. 


that euer I read 02 heatd oſt. Ther neuer il 
was known any, were they neuer ſo wel 0 
learned, by any means might be compa [ 
red td hir, in p reſpect of fair wꝛiting, x en- Hy 
difing;inÞ which ſhe ſo far ercelied,y ſhe | 

[1 


made manp learned perſonages aſhamed. 


that durſt not take pen in hand to coũter⸗ fi 

naile hir ddings,ſo far wagſhe'endned o -# 

{ diuinegraces,abone al thoſe 5 baue take | 
Ty 25 be F. it. un 


The praiſe, and 


inhand fo exerciſe fo wzite faire. And h& 
p wil not credit noꝛ belene my ſapinge, 
tet him reade hir wozkes and be: ſhall 
finds that neuer perſon hath ſougbt out 
moꝛe ipnely the laudes and pꝛapſes with 
the excellent vertues d qualities of wo⸗ 
men, noꝛ one 5ᷣ hath better anſwered vn⸗ 
to the obiections that p defamers of fe- 


minine kinde can obiec , then hee bath 
done, J dare boldly ſap moze learnedly 


Duema Li- 
gua 2 Spa- 
nish Ladie, 


* 


the any other authoꝛ 2 bath waitten of þ 
like matter. But fo2 all this, Duema Lu- 
gia a gentle womã of Spaine meriteth not 
ſeſſe commendations & pꝛaiſe then Chris 
ſtianna de Piſa, bicauſe of the great t per - 


fed knowledge wherewith ſhe was moſt 


richly endued,farre aboue anye other of 
that nation. No2 ſhe being one of the la⸗ 


dyes of hoznoz belonging to the Ladye 
Mary. ſiſter vnto the king of Portingal, 
of years not abone fwelue, Sbe ſbewed 
befoꝛe the Pope Paule, the third of that 


name, in þ veare. 15 48. what knowledge 


and learning ſhe was indued with . In 


writing vnto him moſt learnedly , in 
fine ſundꝛy languages:that᷑ is to wit. in 


Hebre w/ Greelce; Latin, Chaldean, ę in p 
© 5 Arabian 


8 


F " 5 
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Arabian tongue: So that the Pope foz 

all bis learninge was faine to ſeke in⸗ 
terpzeters to declare 4 expound bir lef- 
ters. And inthe ſame time flouriſhed at 
Rome an other Spaniſh Lady named 1- | 

ſabel Roſera, the which made pꝛufeſfion Abclre- | 

fo read g expound the hard and difficulte one | 
wozks in Latin of Leſcot, whõ the Fry- | | 
ers call the ſubtill Dodo. And tohir | 
lecture E audifo2y came many pꝛelates 1 Ut 
and Cardinals cf name, to heare hir. DEE: 41 
The foure daughters of Ferdinany Ty. eig: 1 

do king of Aragon, and of Dame Ifabe] dome 2 
of Caftillia dis wife, are no leſſe wozthy Tre dene, 
of pꝛaiſe fo2 their wiſdome and vnder⸗ — 1 
ſandinge, of which daughters , tion at ot An.. 
them were Nucenes of Portingal, an 
dther was maryed to Philip Duke of 
Auſtria, + the fourth was ws tothe 
wozthy and famous Pzince,king Henry 
the eight,named Nncenc Katherine, and 
Mother foNucene Mary, ad the whiche 
ſoure daughters were ſo well learned 5 
| many times ther have pen ene to talke 
W dinersembaſſadozs in 8 latin tongue. 
Anp amongeſt theſe we may put diuers 
* lavyes and gentle women of thisrealme 
F. iii. whols 


The praiſe, and 


Whoſe learning e knowledge in þ Greek 

Latin tongues, haue farreercelledtheſe 

befoze named, as p god e vertuous Las 

Lady Ieane dy Teane with many others wh J could 
name, which foz 5 J wil not be tedious, 3 
ouorpaſſe. But aboue all theſe befoze na⸗ 
med, let our gratious quene & ſouereigne 

4 dieting lady ſtep into place, whaſe wonderfull 
knovviedge Kndwledge # learning doth ſuperabound 
— £1; and paſſe all thoſe befoze named: So that 
rabath, Without any compat iſon oz equalitie, ſhe 
is the rare Phoenix that bath bene & is 

- at this p2elft to be foud. Foz what pꝛinte 

Was euer heard off, ſo wel ſeene in lo mas 


np ſundzy languages, as Latin, (3 reeke, | 


Hebrew, French, Dutch Spaniſlu Italian. 
Inſomuch Þ ſhe is able fo queſtion ⁊ rea · 
ſon in any of Þ ſapd, to any foꝛreme en - 
baſſato2 o2 other with ſuch mode p, and 
ſo pzofeundly,that it is wonucrfull vnto 
ſtraungers to heare the ſane, Tberroꝛe 
theſc fewe cramples of the great knows 
ledge of women thall ſuffice at this pics 
ſent, that we way conic to [;eatic of 0, 


ther their vertues and pericctions-p aro - 


of no leſſe pꝛice then the knowledge, but 
ratger moꝛe required and mioze to ber 
zaͤpſed 


4 
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| pzayſedin them... - * * „ oe 
of the chaſtikieof. ee, 1 ddd 
achiefe vertue required i inven; 
Cn ren 7,545 ND We 1 
8 | N 


Schere mt bicrs, lonm are bit 

honeſt and others molt execrabie And 
abhominable, alſo among vertuss, ſome 

are maze commendable and moꝛeꝰ 

thy of pꝛaiſe then the reſt. As chaſkitie nee 
which in a woman is b moſt ſonereigits vere: in a 
and cbiefeſt Jewell of all other vertues: Vom 
Foz although a woman want beaat(e,: 
knowledge,eloquence, riches; kindꝛe d. 
triends, os anyother fauour, wherewith h 
Nature may furniſh a woman te m Ei | 
hir perfec;yet,if the be chaſt,alf chan de 2 1 it 
well with hir: but if this vertus fapldt 

be wanting. althongb ſhe haue u sthbr 

per lecions 5; may be attributed viks her; 

it is. to no eſſed but ſhe ſhIlde as a withe⸗ 

red flower, without any eſtimatiõ v: va⸗ 

ture, foz chaſtitie being onte loſt, al other 

vertues are quenched in bir. Mereoſt ſpea- Tue 1-1 
| keth Xenocrates þ pbilaſopher, ſaping: cha ble ne. ag 
ttitie is the proper Slement to: women, — . 


r 
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The chaſti- 
tie of Lu. 
cretia. 


The praiſe and 


euen as the water is foz albes, -and ths. 
aye foz foules and birdes. 

Alſo Lucretia ſapde, that a woman 
can have. no pleaſure no2 ioy in p wo2ld, 
hir chaſtit ie being once vyolated and bꝛo⸗ 
ken, the wbich woꝛdes thee ſpake not 
in vaine, but ratiſted and confirmed the. 
ſame by the ſhedving of hir bloud, after 
that᷑ ſhe. had bene moſt ontragiouſly foze 
cod and byolated by pꝛoude 1 arquin. 

But a Chꝛiſtian woman hath not a 


"2 better glaſle bee hir epes noz a beiter 


Suſanna 1 
mirrour & 
example of 
chaſtet ie to 
all iadies. 
Dan. 13. 


example of chaſtitic;tbey of that famous 


and chaff Lady Suſanna , which bad ra- 
ther incurre the pergli and daunger ot 
hir lyfe then to yecid 02 conſent vnto the 
filthy.defires and luſts of two lecheraus 
oide men, being ſo farre firiken in ears 
that euer hower death, the earth, and 
the very woꝛmes, did as it were adioꝛzne 
and ſummon them to uppeare befoze the 
moſt fearefull and terrible Judgement 
ſeat of:God, ; 
Notwithſtanding as if wrre in de- 
ſight of their peares, they loaſed the 
b:idell, and gaue place ta tbeir inconti⸗ 


nencie, fetting their heartes on fire,.any 


without 
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without all feare of the Judgements of 
God, they did require hir of lone-, and 
pꝛicked with vnnaturall flames, they 
ſoughte to defile hir honour, but all in 
bayne,foz they could not pꝛeuaple. And 
ſurely in my minde, J with that all thoſe 


that giue themſelues in pzay io vnlaw⸗ 
kull loue, and that are to tyberal of their 
bonour , had in ſteede of Tablets and 


Pomanders that hang befoze them,this 


picture and loking glaſſe of chaſtitie wel 
pꝛinted and engraued in their hearts, to 


the ende that they might moze conſtant⸗ 


ly and moze vertuouſiꝑ reſiſt their foliſh 
and diſozdinate deſires. - 


Now although p the chaltitis of this The conn 
holy Lady,is an example of moſt amicis et = 
ent memo2y.yetueuerthelefſe p honeſt t righe mir 
tõmendable pudicitie e chaſtitie of Alice agg 
the Countele. of Salisbury, doth merit vyho after · 
no loſſe p2ayſo but rather wozthy to ber mrdoeas 


had in pool! Menozy UN all as Bnglands © 


. 
Tho perceining the King Edwards 


the ok that name, to burns in vnlaw- 


fall luſt towards hir, t that his pꝛetence 
was to aun hir honour, pꝛouoking hir, 
F. b. day 


\ 
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The praiſc;and 


day by day to his ee deſre, and ; 
allo that thoſe of his courte — no 
= other reſpect but to pleaſe bis.humcur ) 
0 gaue him connſell that if ſbe of hir god 
= will would not conſent &-yeld to bis re⸗ 
queſt, that be ſhould take hir and com⸗ 
pell bir perfozce, and ſo ble his power 
and ropall authozitie. 
Alter which counſell he ſent foz the 
ſapd Counteſſe, thinking to abuſe hir ac⸗ 
coꝛding to his pleaſure, and the ſeing 
bir ſelfe in moſt extreme vaunger, bæ⸗ 
ing perpiered and deſtitute of all helpe, 
and fearing to be vpolated, che fell down 
| at the kings fete ſhowing and declaring 
vuto him with a pitifull voyce and with 
pouring foꝛtb plentie of teares, y ſeeing 
|. © 9's | that hir vnhappy foztune and harde de⸗ 
cenie had bꝛought hir thether into that 
. place, befoze his pꝛeſente, as the inno⸗ 
— cent Lambe committed to the Sacri- 
ries requett fice , ſhe deſired him moſt bumbly to 
o the king. paunt vnto hir one requeſt that thee 
would make. 
Wherewith the King wing right 
iopkull and glad, did ſweare vnto hir by 
the Sacrament of Baptiſme, the _ 
—_ 0 
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he had taken, that ſher ſhoulde not ber 
ſaydenay in any thing that was in his 
power, yea if it were his Crowtie and 
Scepter ſhe ſhould haue il. 

Then the chaſt x god Lady, did ſhow 
him a great kniſey ſhe pulled out wher 


the had hidden it vnder hir gone, ſan⸗ 
ing vnto him, that the gifte that ſhe re⸗ 


gqueſted, and fo: the which he had giuen 


and bounde his faith was, that the did Be 


molt humbly deũre his grace, rather then 
to take away bir hondur, that he would 


firſt take bis ſwozs and ſo ende hir lpfe. 


o2 els to ſuffer bir with that knife that 
the had bꝛought (of purpoſe} to kill hir 
ſelfe, to the ende, that hir innocent bioud 
might beare witneſſe befoze God of hir 
vndeliled chaſtit ie. 

The Ring percctuing b invincible cha⸗ 
ſtitie c conſtancie of this vertuous lady, 
was vanquiſhed and ouercome With hs 
great remoꝛce ot conſcionce. => 

And ſomewyat to requite and res 
ward the w2ong and iniurie that he had 
offered vnto hir, in recompentce of hir ho⸗ 
net chaZitie,ye did conſent to take hir 
vnto bis law: full wife, t ſo he made hir 

Qucene 


The praiſe, and 


Nukne of Englande By this may be 
ſcene how well god doth recompence the 
god wills of thoſe that put thẽ ſelues in 
perill of their lpnes rather then they wil 
ſeme fo offende him. 

The Ixke alſo came to palle in the 


— dapes of King Edward the fourth by the 


Lad Elizabeth Gray, bering a widdow, 
and making ſute bnto the King foz cer- 


— 4 feine landes which did belong vnto hir 


late huſband and were wzongfully kept 
from hir: The King being. a Pzince 
fomewhat . ſubtect vnto the pleaſures of 
the woꝛld, and carnallp bent, did bꝛge 
this god e vertnous Lady to make ſpoile 
of hir chaſtitie, pꝛomiſing fo graunt hir 
requeſt, it ſhe would ſuffer him to haue 
bis fleſchly deſtre, but as ſhe would in no 
Wiſe graunt hir requeſt ( foz all that he 
gane hir many faire wozds and pꝛomi⸗ 
fed hir mariage if ſhe would graunt it 
bim: So ſhe at the laſt made him this 
aunſwere, 
Chat as ſhe was farre vnmtete fo 
be the Kings marryed wife by reaſon ol 


hir baſe degres and parentage: o 


—_ OS thonghte. hir ſelfe to 
| ö — 
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god fo be a kings toncubyne, and tbere⸗ 
foe the deſired his grace to b2ge hir no 
moꝛe in ſuch matters fo2 his labour was 
in vaine. The king perceining that the 
was fullꝑ bent to kerpe hir honour vnde⸗ 
filed E that he had tryed hir and founde 
his labour to be vaine, thought bir moze 


fit to be a pzinces pere and ſo toke hir 
to his wife and made hir aNugne,con- -- - -- 
frary to the will ar the nobilitie fo2 tha 


they iudged hir to baſe being a knightes 
Widowe to match in mariage with a 
Pzince and Potentate thoꝛowe which 
was fought a cruell batteli hy the Earle 


of War wicke, but the victozy remapned 
to the ting, as by the ſequel] of the ſozy 


doth appeare. 
Eulebius rehearſeth that. the tyꝛaunt 
Max entius (ft by thoſe were miniſters 


ok bis fleſhly deſires,fo2 a certaine Lady Lw. s. ca. 


of Rome named Sophron ia oz to abuſe 7 


hir at his owne will and pleaſare ,; - -- vigorie.. 


But the declared the whole matter to 
hir huſband, and he caſting fazth a great 
ſigh ſaide, that he muſt either ſuffer. and 


a bide that ſhame: and diſhonour, oz elſe 
pꝛepare himlelfe to reteiue death. be ſe⸗ 
me 


1 


Sophronia 


tilled hir 


The prayſe, and 


ing that hir haſband foꝛ to a boyd death 


was content to giue hir honeſtie as a 


pꝛay vnto the fy2anf,ſhe did very wiſely 
: diſſeble hir griefe e ſaide vnto p tpꝛants 
ſeruants that were come to fetch hir. 


My maſters J p:ay you to ſtay a while 
nil that J may haue time to pꝛepare 
my ſelfe in my goꝛgiaus atfyze and beſt᷑ 


fell for feare apparel, to ſhe we my ſelfe moze.comely 


to be defi led 


beloꝛe the pzeſcnce of the Emeprours 


maieſtie, the which they willingly graũ⸗ 
ted: And ſhe went into hir thamber, and 
fell vpon hir knees pzaying and reque- 


ting God. fo helpe hir, and minding to 
make a ſacrifice of hir life, offering vnto 


him the chaſfific ofhir heart, ſhetoke a 


knife wherewtth ſhe ffrake hir ſelfe in⸗ 


to the ſfomake:, and in this manner 
ſhe gaue bp the ghoaſt, with hir.chaſte- 


tie vadefiled . Jn lyke manner the 
fame Euſebius waiting of a cerfeine pers 
ſecution that was made in Alexandria 


Lib. s an and Antioche, he ſheweth a hiſtoꝛie ot 
a bertuous Ladie that fel into the hands 


ot thoſe that perſecuted the Chziſtians. 


She perteiuing both dir ſelfe and two 


of hir Daughters to be inertreme daũ⸗ 


ger 


| difpraiſeof Women. 4⁰ 
ger to be rauiſhed and deflonred,ſhe dts 
fireb leaue of bir kepers that the 
might goe to eaſe nature, the which 


tber graummted hir, fo} both natural! 
Thame and keuerente conftrayned them 


ko ginehirthat reſpite. - 


daughters after hir, to ſane their chaſti⸗ 

tie. And lykewile two otber'virgins ve- 

ry vbung ok peares calf themſelues ins 

to we Sea; foxto keepe themſelues from 
being ranithed. | 


And not onely Chzitian women haue 55 


pꝛeſerued t kept their chaſtitie and inte⸗ 
gritie with the ·perill or their lyurs, but 
alſo there is wund an infinite number 
of heathen woinen; that had rather loſe 
their pues then tbeir honeſtie. Among 
the which Nicas a Uirgin of excellent 


beautie and of wonderfull fanoar, may — 
take the firſt plate, foꝛ the choſe rather to 
dye holding + embꝛaſing the knees of hir 
father Philodion,then to conſent to the 
duch deſire of a wicked tyꝛant, 


would 


99999 
* 


Then the gwd Lady pertetring that A matrane. 
he was niere vnto a riner, and having 
fuficiet occaſion to fans hir honeſtie, ſhe dir telle for 


caſt-hir ſelfe into the river; and hir two — 


of Rome, 
drovvned 


Nia 


The praife,. and. 


wonlde haue rauiſhed bir. And, vppona 
time a certein pzince thought to haue ca: 
ried awa one ot the Ueſtall Uirgins to 
An eam. have abuſed hir at his pleaſure, bicauſe 
Mien that ſhe was indned with a ſinguler 
enzepur ont beautic and of a comely grace,but ſhe put 
e ant hir owne eves,foz that the barde lar 
that the diſozdinate affection of this 
_ -.. _- pzince,came thozowe the viewe and be- 
Dolding of hir faire eyes and gratious 
.*  countenaunce. 

Saint Hicrom diſputing againſt Janini- 
an,doth rebearſe many memoꝛiall exams 
ples of women that baue bene famous 
PESTS: thoꝛowe their ownce ſhamefaſtneſſe and 
J-vcrines. Chaſtitie , as þ virgyns Lucrines g; from 
peare to yeare were ſent in pilgrimage 
into the countrie of Troy,tho which con 
tinued ſo by ſucceſſion þ.ſpace of a thou⸗ 
ſand yeares;, without aity ill talke of 
them oꝛ any ſiniſter occaũion to ſuſpect 
tue honour. and chaſtitie ot any of them. 
CTleobulina Jin like manner Cleobulina Daughter 
Vnto one of the ſeuen wile Maiſters, li⸗ 
ued lo vertuouliꝑ, that ſhe had in diſdaing 
al Venus pleaſures, and romunyned al bir 
e lung a Uirg ine | 

After 
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After 9 the thirtie ty2ats of Athens had 


murthered e ſpoyted one named Pheo⸗ fie of tne 
don in his hal, they made his daughters amenterg ol 


The chaftfs 

being virgins to come foꝛth and daunce es 

vpon þ patrement which was till bloud⸗ 

dy with the ſlaughter of their father, but 

they fayning to goe and make water, 

did thzow themſelues headlonge into a 

well foz to kepe and pꝛeſerue their vir⸗ 

ginitie, euen vntill death. Fiftte virgins Fifty vie- 

of Lacedemonia, that the Meſſenians Einsot La- 

thought to haue defloured,hauing them 

in their power, did rather choſe to dye 

willingly,thento conſent to ſuch villan⸗ 

ny, loꝛ p which alter ward, followed great 

and cruell warre. | 
And the Capfaine Ariſtomenes a Mcſ? arinomes 

ſenian,hauing obfeined victo2y of the Lay nes kept 

cedemonias, taried uwaꝝ twelue virgins 3 a 

that hehad taken at the nocurnall facri⸗ Iigentix fl 

fiees which were called Hy acinthens , **** 

and as Ariſtomenes Souldyers were 

bolt 10 fozce and to doe w2onge fo 

theſe: virgins 3 he wthſtode them from 

doing tuch iniurye, and killed ſome ot 

them that woulde not foꝛbeare from do⸗ 

| ing violence to the ſayde virgin. 

G. Thelſs 
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The praiſe, and 
{The which virgins beinge afterwarde 


A recom- 


| pence made redemed by their parents and ſet at lp: 


Leere bertye, hauing in remt bꝛaunce the great 

3 benefits that Ariſtome nes had done vn⸗ 
to the,they would by no meanes returne 
into their Countrey , vntill that vppon 
their knees they bad gotten pardon and 
fo2atuenellc of the Judges, beſoꝛe whem 
Ariſtomenes was afterwarde accuſed, 
and they declared that he onely had ben 
the pꝛotectoz and defendoz of their birs 
ginitie. | 

The lyke Saint Hierome and Ove 
ſeus rehearſeth foꝛ a thing to be remem⸗ 
bꝛed, that after the ouerthzowe of the 
Ambroyans & Tygurins. a people of Pio- 
uince, their wiues hamnge knowledge 
and wozde that the battayle was loſt, 
and tbat they ſhculde ber delivered in⸗ 
to ſeruitude and thzaldome , and bes 
come Concubines vnto the Romaines 

The reqteſ that were the conquerours , thze hun- 

dreth Mas dꝛeth of the moſt nobleſt and of higheſk 

erofisco me parentage , dyd pzeſent themſelues bes 


| — 8855 fa2e the-conſull Marius, making ko him 


this requeſt, that it he woulde haue them 
I it may be lawfull fo; W to 
| bepe 
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- kepe their chattitie, and that this migbt 
be, that it would pleaſe him to aſſigne: 


them plate in the ſeruice of the veſtall - - 


virgins, oꝛ that they might be ſent backe 
to the Temple of Ceres , the which: foz 
that they coulde not obteine no2 haue 


graunted , they killed ail their pounge 


child2en, and the next daye they were 
all founde dead, and had killed one an e- 
ther, 


t waſted all, and fearing to bee ramlyed, 
they loued ratber to loſe their liues then 


their virginitie. And a virgin of Thee A virgin 
bes, being againſt hir will defleured by of Theves; 


a Macedonian,dpd fo2 a time diſſembie 
bir - griefe,vntill ſuch time as ſhee found 
opo2tynitie to be reuenged, and findinge 
occaſion taking the rauiſher of hir vir⸗ 
ginityon a time a le&ps, ſhe killed him, 
_ andafferwarve killed. hir ſelfe,hanings: 
no deſire to liue anpe longer, bir cha⸗ 
iitie heeinge once lot, the whiche ſher 
woulde not doe, vntill that ſhe hadde 
taken vengeaunte of him that hab ſpoys 
led bir of bir maydenheade. 
G. ii. Chiometcia 


 Seuen MileGian virgins perceiuing The Milef 
that the fury of the Gaulls had ſpoyled *" vugins 


SS reAd 


The praiſe, and 
 Cliometria wike vnto Ortagantes, 

being taken un warre was fo: ced by a 
N Tribune, but certaine tyme after ſher 
chat das Was pit to raunſome , the whiche was 
baſed ni bzought to hir by bir parentes ana 
in his booke ki iendes, when lhe was delpuered, the 
we « — Tribune did keepe hir company part of 
t5e way, But as he woulde haue taken 
his leaue to departe, ſhe made a ſecrete 

ſigne fs one ot hir ſeruants to cut off his 
heade, that did pꝛofer to kiſſe hir, tbe 
which was executed by him to whome 

ſhe made the ſigne, Then Chiometria 

toke the heade and bzought it home to 
hir houſe , and being there ſhe calt it 
dobon at hir hnſbands feete;fo2 the which 
fact hir hufbande did repꝛoue hir very 
ſharpelp, ſaying;that faith 9 — to ber 
kept euen to our verp enimie: To the 

which the aunſwered-, that it was a 

thing moſt commendable and honeſt to 
_ faith and promiſe. But yet much 
oꝛe honeſt was this that he alone was 

195 ok all thofe that had wen with 

ir. 

After that p tyꝛant Ariſtotin was put 
to death, by the meanes and * 

0 


diſpraiſe of Women, 42 


egiſthonne a moſt valyauntf & cou: 
— woman, The layde Cyꝛauntes 


"= 
bouſg was put to the ſpople, and twa ph vv 


bis daughters of right excellent beautie 
were taken, the which the Souldyers 
would haue defilev and ſpopled of their 
virginitie befoze thsy ſhould be killed... 


The which NMegiſthonne perteiuingo, 


toke them away from out of their haves, 
declaring vnto them, that if they did ſuch 
a fact it ſhould be vnta their repꝛocb fog 
euer. By whole perſipaſios theſe dangh⸗ 
ters of this tyꝛaunt Ariſtotin were per: 
mitted ko kill themſejues w their-owne 
bandes, beings. in their owne chouſe 
what death they would dye. And fo the 
ende they ſhoulde ſo doe, they were put 
both together in a chamber. Then the 
eldelt who neither in woꝛd noꝛ ccunte⸗ 
naunce ſhewed any feare of death, the 


hir girdell,and made it faſt to a balke o: 
beame of wode,fo2to-hang hir ſelle, er⸗ 


hoꝛting hir ſiſter witch a manly courage 
ta doe the luke. But the pounge ie ta⸗ 
king hir ſiſter by the bande, did pꝛaye 
bir to ſuffer hir to dye the firft,and the 


nee truſtye and wel⸗ 
ij. beloued 


28 Ad 
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MES HRT eloued ſiſter,cuen as hetherto we haus 
death of lytred and loned lyke fiſfers, 3 haut not 
wo liſters dnyed thee in any one thing, euen ſo 
now J am teady to pielde and graunt to 
thy requeſt at this laſt hower , that is, 
that J will out lyue ther, although 
wil be vnto me a great griefe to ſe thee 
d. This talke bering ended the 
poungeſt ſiſter twke hir gyzdell, ans 
kaſtening it about hir lhꝛoate therewith 
he hanged hir lelfe, bir eldeſt Silter at⸗ 
1 ter ſhe was deade twke hir downe , and 
| tote red hir ſo well as te coulde poſſible, 
And then turning hir ſelfe to MceSMi:os 
ne; "et pꝛayed hir that alter hit death. 
the woulve riotſuffer their bodies to re⸗ 
maine naked vppon the earth; hüt That 
they might be edaored and not ſckne na⸗ 
Ked/hiid after theſe wozdes wwe bauen 
hirſelfe as hirſiſter dad done 
The greate - Me reade of the Meliſsian Sirnins 
dirt of the which fo2 no means noz wayes 
Gan virgins t olild be kept from- hanging themfelies, 
the which fome think came by affraunge 
defea(s' of a cozruptes minde, kom the 
whith doing 5 cauſe csuld not be knoton 
noꝛ the remedie lou tide, but that itwas 
bs A A | 
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a fantaſtical contagion pꝛocæding of the 
infection of the ayze that moued them 


therevnto,being as it were beſide them- 
ſelites enduced and ledde therevnto by 


ſome wicked ſpirife, ko the which as J 


ſaiveno remedy coulde be founde by no 


counſell, vntill that by the god avuiſex 
counſell of one that founde a meanes fo 


bane a law and ſtatute publiſhed, to ſtrip 
all thofe ſtarke naked that ſo had hang⸗ 
ed themſeluss after their death, and to 
trayne tbeir naked bodyes 1. a the 


„ e n 0 


peng which yolyticie lathe — 5 


conkittition there tame ſuch etlicatie 
that very ſhame and diſhonour that their" | 


bobpes ſhoulde bee krapned naked and 255 0 
feene; bꝛought ſuch vertue, that fromm 


thencefwzth they ceafed to hang them 

ſelues any moe. 
- Who woulde not metuaple of the- 
itte and ſhame of Heathen Mir⸗ 


veathe', but feare and ſhamefaltneſte, 
they padde in motk bisbe reue · 


rence, 
G. iiij. In 


gins, the which confenmed and deſpiſed 


e 
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A wvile an 
ſvvere of a 


Lacenian 


The ts 


In U cerfaine battaile. of Theſſalis, the 
bulbands encloſed their wincs © daugh⸗ 
ters with fagots, rat æ dzye wade, to. 
the ende that if the. men wers ouercome 
inbattayle, the wode and firaw ſhould: 
be ſet on fire, t ſo their wines and daugb⸗ 


ters to be conſumed and: burgt ,-to. -the-. 


which the- women and virgins did wile. 
lyngly conſent and agree-fo2 the pzeſers- 
uation: of their chaſtitie, and then did 
greatly conunende and p2ayſe thoſe that 


inuented this deviſe ,. Neuerthelcſſe in 


the ende their huſbandes got-the vitazy- 
though the meancs and vertue of ſo hoe, 
neſt aud god wiues 

A Lacenian Lady - being ce 
and delired by a young Gentleman: of 


Ladie to an fœlich lo ne, be aunſwer ed: Ji. you: Did 


A morous 
gentleman 


require of me that which belongeth to me 


1. vrged and is mine; 3 might perav uenture doe 


you ſome plcaſure, but the. pudicitie that: 
J had hang awards. was in the power 
and, pleaſure of my. parents, and now. 
my chaCikie; doth belohg. vnto wy buſ- 
bande, and is:in-4us power ,.(o that 1 


cannot noz will n which von | 
voc lecke. 2822 


In 


* 
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In readingbyffo2yes mention is made The chaſte 

of Funss who was, ſo, chat that neneenk 

man lyuing ſawe hir wichont bir Pan⸗ 

tell hut onelyhir huſ bande aunus. And 

therefoze after hir death ſhe was calles 

the gad goddeſſe, to whoſe ſatriũces nes 

uer man aſtiſted,neitber durſt they haue 

any ;ſimilitudes oꝛ Images of any man 

92, man childe, foz to auoyde- all ſiniſter; 

thoughts end quill cogttations- 1, 6 > 
 3:4Jakewiſe Claudia map here be ſet 1 m 

dd dne fezan example of great chaſtitie, cic otClaw 

who being w2opgfully accuſed of impu 4 

dicitie,q:ip2:tatellifie c trie hir chaſtitie, 

it came ta ꝑaſſe that there was found ay 

mongthe: ibels witinges „ tbat tbe 

Romaines ſhould lende to fegke h mother 

Iddeathe,which was put in a ſhippe, vp- 

pon the rxuer ot. 1.3 ber. ; bat the ſhippe, 

Eueke ;{0: ſfaſt in the ſandn;that-by-no 

meanegugzpe nd Trength'ihequld be res 

moueng2hried-out,-! ,; ©: 3020) Þue: 14 

1: Jan Hula, being: upon bir kugs, Lam. in 

maves Wagandeſte: that if che ungen hir dada 

chat Aba dus mould ſufber-bixtefmalme tut. 

ta aps with hir wedald, n byrtbis 


K — 
w* x 2 ay 


erat, rh ·τ]a]n the hw. rey 
7 G. v. moued, 
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— all the yonth in Rome withs 

a their friath had no power to remoue; 

But this fable 62 hiltopy wzitten by 

Ladtantiige in the ſeconbe boks of hea- 

uenly inſtikutions, bꝛingeth to my re-' 
mombzaunce an other hilfozy- -w2itfeh by 
Polydoze Virgill in his hyſfo2ie of the 

tels of England. Who faith that king 

A great mi Edward the” ſetonde caufed Emlinthis 
— mother to be put in pꝛiſon? who kaflelx 
waogt Was artüſed of adulterie by the Carle: 
abe, Gotivin, who: in Withelle of hir cha⸗ 
= git; an trpall of hir innocentie went 
vppon hot biraing evales in the pꝛeſence 
vf p ing all his nobilytie;Taping theſe 
wos Wuen io let the fire birne 4 cons" 
ſume me, as J üm tulpable ofthis fac, 
Wherof J am actuſęd, t fo-fhepaſted tho- 
row 5ᷣ̊ fie thou any hurt b harme. 
aytde which it was milnifelily known 
wat wꝛongfully and without cauſe they 
went about to take away ir bonour e 
pers ; $awlitnleehw which ſhe had in is great 
2 pick and hd kept and pꝛeſerued as his 
7e wohnslpte Sus J will note ende this 

munter Sh. ane biffozy noz6;no leſſ⸗ 


ES 'Graungethen this — 
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mer the which is declared by Munſther 
in his Coſmographie, and by Crantius 
in the Anualls of Almaine, of a vertu⸗ 


ous Pꝛinceſſe named Gunegundia wife A noter 


vnto Henry the lame, that Was Empes miret 


she v ved 


rour of Rowe who was moſt fallely ac⸗ vpon Gu 
cufed by a gentleman of hir court fohaue nesundts 


which = 


committed-adulferie with a knight, but vaua 


in tryall of bir honour and honeſtit, he alten. 


went barefwted vppon fire hot barres of Craatius in 


vꝛon without hauing anyharme 02 blem 1s 291" 
mith,God pꝛeſeruing bir from daungerf Mayne. 


in token of hir intogritie, 1 


'C Ofthe eruaylous Prudence effome 
women. * Cap, me” | 


- thoſs that bann delpgbt E cake 

pleaſure to ſpeake en and detract. 
Women faz to abaſe their perfection; vid 
oniver b vertues wherwith they be ind 


diled and that are no leffe wonderfull in 9 9 


tho! in men, J ſuppoſe they ons 
chaunge their opinion, and Would do as 
that Wort · who in i his vearſes blaming 
Helena the faire, did afterwarde cons 
nerte bis tile to Hit pzapſe, ans 
greatly 


roi 


Y 
— —— — —— 2 — 
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greatly eralted hir in his wꝛitings, cal⸗ 
ling backe & gavneſaving that which he 
had done befozc,4 lo as it were made hir 
; an. honourable amendes. Alſo J thinke 5 
tp detracto2s-4Haunderers of feminine 
kind: would moze earneſtiy tõſider þ ex- 
c .̃. vllẽcies of women, they would conuert 
. their detracting daundering,to-þ pꝛaiſa 
t cõmendation of 5; kinde. Now among d 
vertues wherwith they be alwaies indu⸗ 
ed, hudencie is as it were vnto them a 
775 thing naturall v às it appeareth almoſt 
by all examples of ail hiſtoꝛtes that are 

wzitten of them. 
Rebecca. Fd who euer heard of the Ipke pꝛu⸗ 
n.. dencie ae was in Rebecca Iſaacs wife foz 
to tauſe hir fonne Iacob to ohfapne and 
get his fathers bleſling, the which pla ⸗ 
ther as determined to below vpõ his 
zldeſt lonne Eſau, Lpkewiſe what pꝛudt⸗ 
Abiean Of ig man is found Iyke unto. the pꝛu⸗ 
1. Kings ca. Ny wit of Abigal. of whom the hiffozte 
25. fapthe That Dauid being in the wuder⸗ 
nee of Pharan, ſent certeyne:of his ſer⸗ 
nantes to Nahal who was a man of great 
dolleßftens and very rich 1 ſent Da- 


4 fag vittels, but Nabal being a {mann 
0 
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ok a churlyſh nature ſpake euil ol Dauid 
and his ſeruaunts ſaping, that he neither 
knew them noꝛ their maſter, and willed 
them to ſeeke vittels in ſome other place. 
The young men beeing aſhamed retur⸗ 
ned towarde Dauid and tolde him the 
churlyſh and pꝛoude aunſwers that Na⸗ 
bal hadgiuen them, wherewith Dauid 


beeing moued (and not without a canſe)” 


determined to be reuenged, and willed 
his ſeruaunts to girde their \ſwozds and 
followe him, ſaping: In vapne haue 
J kept this churles ſhepe from peril! in 
the wtiderneſſe to be requitted after this 
manner. But Abigal hauing knowledge 
what anſwere Nabal had ſent, t how he 


moſt p2udetly conſidered 5 Dauid would 
therewith be moued and take vengeance; 
Mherefoze ſhe went to mete Dauid and 
ſent him vittells accozding to his res 
queſt, and excuſing the folpſhneſſe of 
Nabal,the did moſt humbly deſire Dauid 
to pardon this fauite , the which he had 
- committed moꝛe foꝛ want of wit then of 
malice, And that ſhe his pwo2ze ſeruaunt 
and handmade had cauſed to be * 
a 


The prüdg 
cie of A. 


had refuſed to giue him and his fove, ſhe big 


__ 


4 
rr 
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Ds read 
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all ſuch pzouiſis as his mẽ had required. 

Whereoff Dauid greatly thanked God, 

that had giuen ſo wiſe & ſo pzudent ad- 
uiſe to Abigal, to come befoze & to ſtape 
him fro the e executing of his w2ath,oz els 
wold he baue killed Nabal & al his houſe⸗ 
hold. By þ wiſe t pꝛudẽt ſaying of a vers 
tuous woman of [hekoa,the lame Da- 


2-kings. ca. uid called again his ſonne Abſalon from 


14. 


Cap; 20. 


Cap · 17. 


Myeol. 


exile. And alſo god by the counſayle and 
pꝛouidtce of a wiſe woman deliuered the 
titie of Abel, beſeeged by Joab,as appea⸗ 
reth in the 20. chapter of the ſeconde of 
the Rings. Likewile Jonathas and Ahi⸗ 
maaz were pꝛeſerued by the pꝛudencie of 
a woman, that hid them in a well where 


was no water, t ſo were they ſaued from 


the fury of Abſalon and his ſeruaunts 
that ſought them fo put them to death. 
And y ſame Dauid was ſaved from the 
hands of bis great enmy king Saul, by y 
pꝛudencie # wiſdome of Micol his wife, 


1K ing. cp, Who Hauwg knowledge that Sauls ſer⸗ 
uauntes were in the countrev foꝛ to kiil 
Dauid, che fained that Dauid was in his 
bed ſick, & put an Image couered with 
Ooates ſkins in his place, t While ſt 55 
the 


. 
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the mcſſengcrs were returned fo tel Saul 
p David was fick, Micol let him downe 
thozow a window in a baſcket, ſo was 
ſaued. But we wil leaue the examples of 
the pzudencts of women in the vide law, 
t ſpeake of theſe p are ot latter memo2y. 
And as J iudge tber is no pꝛudencg that 
doth paſſe the pꝛudency of Pulchria, ſiſter 


vnto Theodoſius the Emperour of leaſt The great 


pears, who perteiuing hir vzether wout 
reſpect and foꝛeſight to ſcale all kinde cf 
letters , commiſſions 5 were pꝛeſented 
vnto him without peruſing o2 enquiring 
the effec,oz what they did conteine, ſhee 
inuented a pollicie ful of great pꝛudency 
und v2bonite,fo2 fo coꝛred t repꝛoue that 
fault # imper fection. Foz by aſecrefary 
He tauſed a letter to be made, f contents 


whereoff was, p Eudocia who was wife 


to Theodoſius, ſhold be depꝛiued of liber⸗ 
tie t dignitie, æ b2ought into ſeruitude e 


bödage, p̊ which letter ſhe pꝛeſented vnt - >. 


p Emperour hir bꝛother fo2 to ſigne, who 
acco2ding to his cuſtome ſigned it pꝛeſẽt 
ly,x did not loke win what the contents 
were, then Pulchria opened ß letter, and 
read vnto hir bꝛother what it vid contein, 

4 Whereat 
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whereat the Emperour was e as 
baſhed, and this meanes-thzonghe the 
pzudency ot his ſiſter, from thence fa2th 
de neuer ſigned letters no2-commuſſiz 
ons befoze that firit he vnderffode tbe et 
fect and meaning thereff. . 

Peter Crynnit-a French wiiter,thew- 
eth and Hormiſda being pꝛiſoner and 
finding no meanes to eſcape, vntill his 
wife found a politicke inuention, in ſen⸗ 
ding him to the pꝛiſon a great fiſh in the 
belly whereoff there was a fpell, and ſhe 
ſent hum woꝛg that he himſelfc ſhoulde 
dꝛeſle the fiſh, and alſo ſhe ſent vnto the 
keepers of the pꝛiſon the beſt wine ſher 
could get, by which means he fyelled off 
bis pꝛons, and chaunged garment with 
him that bꝛought the fiſh , and thus his 
keepers being dauncken, he eſcaped tho⸗ 
rough tye pꝛudent inuentiõ ot his wife, 
Voalerius repeateth a hiſtozp in man⸗ 
ner like vnta this, ot the Menĩans, which 


answives. Wer à people of the Jlad of Lemos, from 
whence beeing chaſed and dꝛiuen by tbe 
Pelaſkians, they retyꝛed & fled into Laces 
demonia, where they were gently re⸗ 
teiued, but after that they! were acqusin⸗ 

ted 
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ted with the cauntrey and with the na- 
ture af the peoply;they adiſed ſecretly 


amonge themſelues to erpulſe and dzive = 


ont the Lacedemonians, oz the which 
cauſe theſe:Meneans were taken pꝛiſo⸗ 
ners, and whileſt they were in pariſon, 
their wines tame to viſit. them, and they 
chaunging appareil and garments with 
their huſbands, remained themfelues in 


pꝛiſan, and their buſbaudes unde the 


meanes to get out t eſcape being in ibeir 
wines rarment: and ſo tber eee 
leluss. 125 

he wife of Fernand de Gonz 
Earie de Caſtilla,came to:viſitehir bus 
band in pziſan,unto whom: ſhee gane hir 
gannent and atty2e fo2 to-eſcape;# ſaue 
dimlelfe, and ſhe toke bir buſbands gps 
pareHe remained in p:ifon. in his ede, 
puttume bir, ſelfe in dannger foꝛ: him. 
wbereof when the hinge sf Gaſhl hav 
hnowiedge,: canſideringe the handenen 
ul this woran, and bir chargoble de- 
— bir buſband;be pardones ibem 


N ee 


ben arb the pꝛudenen of-the 
. wife 


DSTeMd 


The praiſe, and 


8 wife of Pithias of Lidia is berp won? 
A Pini derkull. Foz (te freeing hir hulbande ann 


Lidia his ſeruaunts, to occupie the maſt part ot 


Plutarch 


in his booke (Ve time, and fo beſtowe it in digginge 
of uuſtri · golde cut of the Pines, x vicauſe of that, 
ous women. huſdandaꝝ and tilling of the ground was 

left off ⁊ the mines was altogether their 


exertils, thertoꝛc foꝛ to toꝛred c repzoue | 
this ouerſight and couetouſneſſe in bir 
hul hand, ſhe vſed a great pꝛudenty woz- 


thy of remembꝛaunce. 

- - Fo2-vpon a time when hir huſbande 
was gone fo get golde out ef his mines, 
againſt his retourne,ſhe canſed the tas 
ble fo be ſpꝛead al of gold, vpen þ wich 


ſher ſet the ſimilitudes and pfctures ok 


all ſuch kinde of meates as ſhe knewe 


bir huſbande to lene and to delight in, 


all the which was of cleane golde. 
WMherewith Pithias dyd delight byms 


ſelfe wonderfully 'fo2 a time, and ſatife 


fied his eyes, but his beilye was not 
therewith::ſatiſficd' noz filled, fo that 


her beringe a hungered,commanndedhis 5 
wife to bzing him ſome meate , then 
ſhe pꝛeſented vnto him other ſhewes and 
pictures of meate;/fo, to bedolde x 5 | 


4 et, 


— — * 


— — 4 


et his minde altogether. vpd huſv 
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| at, but not foz to eate, ſoꝛ being of cleane 


golde they were to harde to diſgcll 
whereon when Pithias had lange lo⸗ 
ked and ſatiſfted his eyes, beeing weary 


with the ſight ther off, and hamng great 


hunger, hee commaunded againe that 
they Gould bzing him ſome meate-fo2 he 
was weary with ſuch ſights,the which 
dyd not fill the ſtomacke. Then his wiſe 
and pzudent wife, dy declare and ſhew 


vnto him, that wbilelt that he was ſo gi⸗ 


ue to gather together andho2d vp gold, 
Un ndepe was negleced and layde-a- 
ſide, ich would be the cauſe that both 
h and his ſhould dye foz- hunger, if that 
he dyd continue as he had begun. Foz by 
golde a man cannot liue, but by. the re⸗ 
uene mes of his land her might wel ling. 
by impzoutng it to the belt value 5 e chat 
be ought better to effeme t pꝛaiſe p mine 
of coꝛne, th p mine ot gold · And. thus vy 


band. frö 5 vnſatiabte g couetoug pefire. # 
be bad eo gather gald: t ſo pᷣ afte 


tillage, But if we hal leaue ſpeabing of 


dücitt hiſcoꝛies, x come to ſpeat; of p pꝛu- 
V.it, deney 


il pꝛudeneie, ſhe Wozew-bir duſ⸗ 


bs 
2 6 


ds ren 


The praiſe, and | 


venty of ſome of late peares, we ſhall 5 
linde them not inkeridz of pꝛaile Ecom- | 
mendation then the others, but rather 1 
— — moze. Amonge the which. Mary, daugh⸗ | 
counteſſe of fer vnto the Duke Carrolus Earle of 
Flaunders.. Flaunders and of Alips of Burbon, doth 
morite immoztall fame: who was wife 
vnto the Emperour Maximillian, p was 
a man very ſimple, ſoft, and pitifull. Foz 
which tauſe he was dildained and deſpi- 
fed ot his P3zinces and Lo2des , fo that 
they had rather to communicate tbe al⸗ 


fayzes of the Empire vnto fic | 


then to tbe huſband, bicauſe ok hir 
-pudencie and wildome: but yet no 1 
ſtanding ſhe would neuer take vpon hir 
tu determine 'bppon the atfayꝛes of the 
cofintrey, without the wil and confent of 
hir'hifbande , by reaſon whereoff the 
Lo2des and the nobilitie had them euer 
alter ward in honour and reputation. 
wis Mary conntefſe of Flauntfets, and 
we my Loyele Putcbes of Szub f fpat 
Was other vats $ French king un. 
—— Pye,” | 
z they e toe 
e e at \ 
my z 
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,whertoif allo the Laby Nar ga- ,,....... 

ret r Valet Bui bent of Allenſon, and Vets 
afterward queene of Nauarazboth beare Alten: 
a-great pꝛaile foz concluding that poate: | 
Foz when the French kinge epa 

befoze Pauia,andftvihn tdente tatped and 
tonneped to Nadrit im Spainè, che pjit- 
cefſs haning nofhir-pi#ce noꝛ equall in 
p2udencye and knowledge, was foiit as 
Embaſſadoz into Spaine, vnto the Empe⸗ 
rour foꝛ the delinery of the king bir b2o- 
ther. And being aryued into Spaine;and 1 ....z. 
come befoze the pzeſence of the Empe⸗ toct<e Bare 
rour, Charles' the ith; & viterey theſe 27 un 
fewand pithy words lowing in tran- 
0 ns Eanperdke'h: 

Molt foztutiar rot; every 
cauſe'why we are Frog erg is both 
to fen and velit prace/and the beline⸗ 
raunce. of. the ork gp this our requeſt 
ts inff x realonab although that 


god hath giuen thick vito zy, and that foꝛ⸗ 
tune = hr ne eee vnto thee, 


Ss read 


lu vttered t knit bp 
Emperont after warde topeeld + conſent 


f 
\ ? V % * 2 — wr 
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The praiſe, and 


vnto netellary Theſe wozds being wiſe⸗ 
with ſo few wozds, 


to peace, although that then be aun⸗ 
Cwered this Lapy ſomwhat angerly,but 
at the lat the agrement was made tho⸗ 
rough the ſinguler wiſdome + dane 
Ik thele noble A adpes. | 


4 of the! wonderfull ur r- of ſome 
women. FER. ;; Cap. 12, x 


et all godnes. 

- bath eleded, cholen, and appointed the 
inferio2 and baſe,and contenned things 
of this woꝛld, to confound the higb and 
mighty things thereof, foz that whiche 
here amongſt men is .contemned e deſpi⸗ 
ſed, is befoze bis maieſtio moſt pꝛecious 
and acceptable, whoſe bountiful, godnes 
is ſach,that thoſe things which are fraile 
and weake of nature, ＋— his god 
arace maketh them moſt ſtrong and con⸗ 
ffant,the which thing we doe manifeſtly . 
E plainly ſe in an infinit number of wo⸗ 


men, tbe which al * of nature they 


diſpraiſe of Women, 52 
. be mol frayle + vnſtable, neuertbeleſſe ue von- 


; th:pughtbe grace and ber tue pꝛocœ ding 
fron, abone,they haue bene made moze ; 


ffroiig and maze conſtant then the moſt — of 
mightiel and frongeft meu of-þ 17 585 — 
the traile, 5 


chiefly in bpholding and miainteini 
chziſti faitb, they haue ſhewed.in 


ſelties, not by any;part oꝛ iot of tender⸗ 
nelle, az ſofineſſe,as commonly is in wo- 


man kinve,who inſomuch as they baue 
the pos eſe and velicater.re the 


# «97% 


red moze then 1 e thzongh their cons 
Fantneſſe they haue ſo ouercome. and 
daunfed the beartes of -Tyzauntes,that 
khey baue bene ſoner weary in putting 
them fo. martyzyome then they tbem⸗ 
ey ar 1 25 wearp in abiding 2 
5 cruel tozments,not regarding 

debilitie # wea 1 ficſh,noz yet 


kbey hane ſuffred. maxrtpꝛdome, euen as 
conſtantly as þ mod ſfonteft t valianteſt 


men ok ß wozld:ko2 who wil notadmire 


| i vv of the meraailous conſtancie 


. iii. 


derfull cons * 


their poung and fender veares wherein - - 


* patience of e 9 
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The praiſe, and 
+ 6nldlen vir who during the p 
teruttort o the French Church duder ths 
if rour Seuerus, the yeare of our 
or tinees,. 107d, 1 7 8. was taken and required to 
2.4; Ffoxfakethe Chailfian fapth, but fo; that 
ucoverte- the Worde not, ſher was mabe faſt ta a 
chiefly in poff foz to be deuoured of wilde deafts, 
— and to be a pꝛape vnto them. Nenerthe- 
leffe the Gewed no countenante of feare 
at all, but the mloze the was toꝛzmented, 
the moze fteedfaltlyſhecryev out thit the 

was a Ehꝛiſttan, pꝛaping vn 

tinuallp, that it won d ple: 

hir tonſt 


the ee biin wearied wifh dir 
execevinit patience and conſtancpe, were 
at the laff conftrainiey to cut off bit head, 


openly confelſing and ſaying, th 
neuer ſawe anye one endure fo muth 
Maxemia Paine with ſo conſtant 4 mitder. Mare 
vi8.licof mia a dirgin, after that the had ſufferty 


tion of the impꝛiſomnent, with ſcourginges , .bea- 


yendals in tinges,rackings , and other ozmetites 
of omg fo; the teſtemonye of CH R J DOD * 


abou the J E N, thee did perlener id cin = © 


r. ffaunttye in this holye 07H : 
| a 


that thep 


Ls 
ME 
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that ſeaſon tbe Vandal that cauſed hir 
to be fozmented , did confeffe that ſhi 
bad ouertams bim, and ſ&ing how the 


did perſener in hir p2ofeſſion, and that 
ſhe.could not be perſwaded from it, bee 
lefte hir to hit owne will, and ſent te 
reſt of the pziloners that were kept one ⸗ 


ly fo2 the pzofelſion of cen en mn, 
on, into exile y:t0 2 
Moores 3 affirining that 
come by Maximia. 15 

Jn the time that Niang ererti⸗ 
ſed dis bozrible criieltie againſt the pwze 
Chziſtians, be employed. bis. whole dee 
leght to invent ſome newe aud-vaaceus 
ſtomed manner of tozmentes:,. but the 
Chꝛiſtians were moꝛe pzompt and reas 
dy to ſulkayne them, then be could finde 
meanes to inuent them, in ſuch manner 
that be found himlelfe not onely bans 
quicher and onercomed of men, but als 
fo. fog þ molt1 part of women which had 
unbꝛated y faith of Chꝛiſt with ſach a 
lerutt zeale, Þ when they. were appzehi- 
ded. as whinetiuthey ſhewed themſetnes 


e was ouer⸗ 


-* mightie and out as men, coneting ra» 
ther to ſiiffer death, * onte to thinke 
v. to 


king of the 


» 
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The praiſe, and 


to renounce 02 fozfake the chꝛiſtian faith, 

Dang among the which was Dorothy,and Sos 

— — phronia, ſo conffant dames, that Maxis 

cp.y7.thc min fiel yng dimſelfe ouetcvme tbꝛough 

ace Sa, their ſufferance; be made an Edide and 

Gar Maxis Decree m the fanour of Chiiltians,after 
3 this manner following. 

$eb.tibs. Maximin Czzar innincible,fouereigne 

— andchiele ot Germany 3 » bf Acgypt, of 

callbooke Thebes," of Sprmatia, of Perſia , and of 

Armenia; vieozious of the Medes, and 

foz his triumpbät victoꝛies named nine⸗ 

tne time: Emperoꝛ, eight times Con - 

fil, and Father of the counttey . Sincs 

the beginning of our Empire among o⸗ 

ther things that we determined and con⸗ 

tladed to be done, fo the benefite of the 

temmon weale, we ozderhrd, p the oꝛder 

that ſhontd be obſeritev and kept in all 

tings ſhould be confirmavle to the aun⸗ 

tient lawtes,that the publyke viſciplyne 

of Rome ſhold be ee fo2 this 

ſame cauſe we tõmaumdys p thole p are 


VW 


named Chziſtians,+ chat baue fozſaken 
our olde and auncient religion, would be 
tonſtrained tofozfake thrit new docrine 


that they haue taken and om our 
. olde 
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adde and auncient religion that was e⸗ 
ſtablyched ve our pzedeceſſo;s; But has: 
uing intellygence and infozmation that: 
notwithſtanding. our commanndement. 
and rigour;; vſed fowardes them foz to 
cauſe them to tourne, tbeyhauenot lefte: 
to follow their owne wilt, wherein they 


are ſo ſtabie and conſtant. that there ts The wuis. 
it neuer ſo ae 
them from Christian 


neyther foꝛce noz payne 
grieuous that can with 
their religion, ta make tht to take ours, 


but they had rather expoſe c offer them⸗ 


ſelues to moſt greeuons tonnents, vea, 
alſo to the death, and thus they continue 
krom ax to dap, and euenat this pzeſent: 
in their conſtancie, without dwing any 
reuerence and hangers toany ofour mo 
in Rome. 

CWyerefoze -  bauing: in remem. s 
b2aunce our necuſtomed clemencie and 
pittie, w determine to! 'vſe the ſame 
towardes;Tiyyſtans: - 


And fog this caufe we. permitte — — | 
that from hencefwzth and: hurcafter;  =ame eve 
„all manner st perſonnen may make git Chris 


and - name--themſelues ::Chziſtians ;** 


as ban places *Toz. 6 


| "The praiſe, and 
te ovite and buxide Temples wherein 


they may bvſe their pꝛayers and Sacrifi- 
ces, the which facultie and Ipcenſe wee 
do-grauntthem bpon-condition that they: 
hall attempt nothing agapuſt our com- 
_— = gs gy OW all 
things they obſerue dur lawes 
"and conflitutions, and alſo: fo retogni⸗ 


._ _ Fanncoofthispermiſſion, they ſhall bæ 


o their God foz our 
health aid welfare, and fo2-the pꝛoſpe⸗ 
rous effate of the common locale ot 
Bonny to the ende that ide common 
weale bing in pꝛoſperitie, they thems = 
ſelues may: the better lone of er las 
hour in reff and quietneſſe. . | 
- By this 02dinanaceoant vetres, 3 
imin teffifieth that the Chꝛiſtians re⸗ 
mapned mokt conſtant and inuincible in 


vpholding the Chziftian/fayth , in the 


which y womne alſo didperſiſt even tothe 


laſt gaſpe of their lyfe, {oy the tyzants 
75 nein weary nl their craeltis wert con- 
- frapnedto glue auer. 


Trusię, theſe are the great giftes ot 
GOD; Chat hath fo ed the 


wealte frapitie of women tat 5 
: made 
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made it inuincible, 
We read of Appolline a Uicgin of Appottin 


Fuſe, 
Alexandria, being, of god peares, had CO 


hir teethe. lucked all out by the toznens 
02S, and: then was burned quicke, hut 
e was, faunte moze pzympt-and tile | 
tyng to ſucker death then the trans 
were ready to put hir 1 2 Koz @ 
Lane aglhe law the firs and burn, 
the call hir ſelfe tberin +-this-was.abqut 
the yeare.25 1. About which time p god 
Lady Corinthia was mut amefally © Corinthin 
trayned thaough the ſfreefes/4 taꝛne in 
peetes with. an-hozrible kinde of death; 
Kaz then tbe perſecution. was ſo ſoꝛe 
1 aynſt the -poze-Ch:zſtians, a 
and faithful ſeruaunts of Chꝛiſt Zeſus, 8 
that they 1 not ſhewe themfelines ans durd 
openly in the dap tiny >; neither im the derbe 
Feen, in the Kieldes. £02 £0 1y Beck. in 
Ih any one that pzofeſſed Cbꝛigi- .be 
| ge the and eſpped opents 4 


m, and the cammon peo⸗ 
fla would make au vppaare, which couln 
tp 72795 Chꝛiſtian 


n e in pieces, euen 
£9 


The prayſe, and ' 


as a Lambe amongeſt a troupe of 
Molues. 

- Foz the Infidells being not atiftied 

with the bloud of poze Junoceiits , ens 
tered into their houſes and 8 

ed and caryed away all that tbey found, 
except ſuch things as were of | vas 
tae and not-wozth the taking away, that 

tber woulde gatber together into ſome 

place of the citie and burne it befvze all 

the wozlde,after that they had pilled; and 

robbed them of their belt gods and rich- 

es, but the pwze Chziſtians endured ſuch 
ſpopiyng and robberie iopfulip. And not⸗ 

ſtanding al this, the feminine kinds 

which are repoꝛted ſo frayle and vncon- 

ſtant ,lefte not to perſeuer and 'abyde 

- molt conſtantly in the Chziſttan faitbe, 
ſhowing no counkenaunce of feare. The 
$ocratesia Which Socrates doth witifes,f67 he ſhews 
his”. __ eth p in Edeſſa#fown in'Meſopotarhia, 
9.3: there was a Temple dedicated to Saint = 
juftory. Thoinas the Apoſtle, fo the whit! place 
Tripztie- the c<ziltians tame x aſſernbledtogcther - 
foz to pzay & talt vpon Ebd. The which  . 

their dwing,' when it cametothcknows | 
ledge of h Emperoꝛ Valens (d truel eri⸗ 
Nip 
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my ko the ſeruants of god, f a great pers Yiſenathe 
ſectito2 of the Chꝛiſtia 9) fo2 this cauſe ——_ 
be did ſirtke one of his Lictiefenannfs ngo on 8 
named Modeſtus,bicauſethat he had net nis Neuste 
dꝛiuen the Chziſtians from 5ᷣ plate, kno⸗ Ag 
wing that they were the people that he co kn me 
div moſt veteſt and abhozre, Modeſtus — 
did moſt modeſtly endure and ſuffer this ved ts > cers 
intury, excufing himſelſe no the Empe⸗ ane Tens 
reur ſhewing moſt duetifcll obedience 
and ſubmiſſion to his Paicftie,and p20 
miled to eretute his commaundement, 

Who notwithffanding being u man 
not giuen fo bloude, but abzozring i 
veteſting; ſuch ci ueltie, did ſecretly gifie 
knowledge to the Chꝛiſtians that none 
of them ſhould be at the Temple p dax 
that they had determined to meete toge⸗ 
ther. Buk netwithſtanding this aduer⸗ 
tllemenk & warming, th fey gaue not auer 
their 5 — vie in goingto d Tem⸗ 
ple to piapzipetially y vy that they wer 
fozbidve. Pew Mode ſtus haning cdmil⸗ 
Aon to deſtrop all þ Chꝛiſtans 1 ſhould 
be found in ß faid temple, x being in his 
tourney to execute h wicked cõmaunde⸗ 
mt or Valens atebꝛding to his cõmiſſiõ, 
it 


The prayſe, and 
it channced by the way thether, he ouer⸗ 


Thes, | 
ofa poore toke a po2e woman that caried a young 


& childe in hir armes, who was gwing to 


3 country 


.- 2 the ſaid Temple, and the made great hatt 
| — to be there, to whom Modeſtus ſapde. 


Wb vnhappy woman, whether runneſt 
thou ſo vnaduiledly, ſhe aunſwered him 
e verp boldelp, haſt me to the place whe⸗ 
ther a greate many others are gone be} 
flioꝛe, that is vnto the Templeand Cons 
gregation of Chꝛiſtians. Why ſayd the 
Lieuetenaunt Modeſtus, haſt thou not 
beard that the Pꝛeſident commeth to kil 
t deſtrop all thoſe that ſhall-be founde in 
the ſayd Temple, accozding to the Em- 
perours commanndement. | 
The woman aunſivered him agayne 
and ſapdd. J haue heard tell of ſuch a 
thing, and that maketh me to make the 
mae haſt fo be there in the companę of 
thoſe that wil aſſemble tbemſelues ther, 
Then tbe;Pzeſivent aſked hir whetber 
_thecaryed-the lyttie childe; ſhe aunſwe⸗ 
red, J bear it euen to the very ſame 
place fos.to. rereiue Parkpzdome with | 
9s reſt. 
Mod eſtus feing the great confanci 
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_ of that woman, nothing fearing death e 3 
the delire that ſhe had to ſuffer oz the „vas lette d 

name of Jeſus, he went back againe and from exccr 

did not accompliſh the thing that he had (cp. ile wo 

enterp2iſed to doe, fo2:bis pꝛetruce was fond 

vtterip to haue deftroyed and murthered nit +;.{45 

all the Chꝛiſtians that ſheuld be found 

in the ſaid temple. but he returned to the 

Empercur Valens, ſhewinge vnto him 

that he weulde rather ſuffer death him 

ſelle, then to execute that charge whiche 

he had giuen him, and he declared fs the 

Emperour all that this poꝛe womã had 

aunſwered him: in ſuch manner that he 

turned the Emperours minde from ers⸗ 

cuting fo hoꝛrible and hapnous a fact, & 

thus was he renoked x called backe from 

the crueltie tbat he thought to haue tom⸗ 

mitted, thꝛougb the wonderfull conſtan⸗ 

cie and boldnefſe of this woman that 

was millinge wifgh bir childe ts re⸗ | 

ceiue martyꝛdome without any feare ß. i 


death. EEG yo 

But who euer hearde ſpeake of ſo 18. 

Done and noble a heart, as was in 12 
Tharbua, ſiſter vnte Symon the Arch⸗ Tube. 


: biſhoppe of Selucia, who by no meanos 
1 287 A; could 


The praiſe, and 
could bz perſwaded fo tourne & renoke 
the loue that ſhe had ta Chꝛiſt Jeſus bir 
ſpouſe,neither by pꝛapers, no2 by fapꝛe 
p:omiics,no2 pet by any ſtraunge kinde 
of toꝛmentes that were put to hir, but 
The inuinci- that ſhee perſeuered alwares , cuen vn⸗ 


ble con ſtan⸗ 


cie of Thar kill the laſt gaſpe of hir b2eath , in tbe 


bus. fayth and Chꝛiſtian relygion,fo2 ſhe be⸗ 
ing demaunded and aſked, whether that 

He would not follow the religion of hir 

natural Loꝛd, the king Sapor, ſhe would 

by no meanes conſent therevnto, knows 

ing that the right way to liue, was net 

to diſſemble noꝛ faine, when it was ques 

Mon to ſpeake in the cauſe and quarell 

ok hir God, the which to mainteine,ſhe 
The mo muſt feare no kinde of toꝛment, no not 
piinefull death it (elfe,foz it was euerlaſting veath 
Kaen, & to deny Chꝛiſt to the wozlve, And thus 
ner maide. Che perſeuered in this holy minde, euen 
peels} £0 luffer death, veag the moſt cruelleſt 
caput> khat might be deuiſed . Foz ſhe with 
a mapde ſeruaunt of hirs, were accuſed 

ta be BSoꝛzcerers and Mlitches, and 
therefoze they were both bounde falk 

to a poaſt and molt cruelly and tpꝛan⸗ 


noully were ſawcd. thozough the _ 
dell 
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dell of their bodycs with Sawes , the 
whiche they endured and ſuffered moſt 
patiently and conſtantly, without ſhew-s 
ing either in countenannce o2 geſture, 
any feare oz faintneſſe, duringe fo'hozris 
ble and deteſtable a toꝛment. 

O the rare and wonderfull patience, 


O the ſuflerance, woꝛthy of caeriaſting 


remembꝛaunce, O conſtancie, whereoff 
the lpke cannot be founde elſe where. 
Fo2 what Tony hart wil not bee molly- 
ſied to heare this, oꝛ whoſe haire wil not 
ande vp, to heare (ich a cruell martir- 


dome rehearſed. What can the defracs 
to2s of women ſaye vnto this, but that 
they mult confefſe in deſpight of their 


beardes, that this kinde is as conffant, 
as patient, and as ſtoute in ſufferaunce, 
as the virili ſozt. Foz although the na⸗ 
ture of women (as Chriſoſtome ſayth) is 
to beare great affaction to their childzen, 


and to purchelle foz them gods, wealth, 
honour,+ dignikie, and deſtre to ſ& them 


great e mighty in this wozld , neuertbe⸗ 
leſſe ther are found an inffnit ſo2f,of god 


and vertuous Mothers, the which doe - 
n this foliſhe naturall atlection, 


A.ii. and 
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and couef and wich rather to addoz ne 
furmih their chiid2en, with p knowledge 
and feqre of God, wiſh no other thing 
to them, but that they ſhould perleuer in 
the leng and fears of God, t in the fayth 
ot Chꝛiſt Jeſus. Such was the god and 
21545 :ne bertusus lady Auguſta, mother to Sims 
A pherin Phorian, who thꝛough hir vertuous and 
wile ae monition and counſaile, moued & 
firred dy hir-anely ſonne to receiue mar⸗ 
tyꝛdome, ſoz to mainteine chꝛiſtian reli⸗ 
gion. and vnder the Empire of Adrian, 
a ſags and wiſe lady named Sophia, did 
put into graue & bury tha of hir owne 
daughters with bir own bands, ö which 
to hir great conſolation and comfozt,ſhee 
ſawe ſuffer death foz the teſtimonpe of 
Elanch mo- Chzilt Jeſus, in the Annuals of Fraunce 
7 ſaint ye may read of the Lady Blanch, mother 
en unto king Loyes,otberwiſe called Saint 
Loyes, ſhe would oftentimes ſay that ſhe 
bad rather ſe hir beloned ſonne dye, then 
that be ſhoulde wittingip and willingly 
offend God, E tranſgrefſe his cõmaunde⸗ 


ments. But if J Gould ſtand to rehearſe 


all ſuche biffo2yes as ſpeake and de⸗ 


1 _—— - 1 
r re anti, i. 4 noe 


r . 
beg, e eee 4v" xc 


clare the conſtancie of vertuous women. 


3 


"i 


: NH 945 cardts ali EN, i. 
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I: thoulve baus fufficient matter foz to 
make a greats volume.Therefoze J mul 


the inffigation e perl waffen of their her- 2. 


fuous mother, he taught them-nob the cape 


dactrine that the Magarenſes vſe to teach 
their childꝛen, that is, to gather & horde 
bp gods by ail meanes they can, und to 
wapes poſlible,but the did fo wel jnffonct 
them in the law of God. that fox in main 
teyne the ſame.the lame themall beſo2s 
hir 4 fer the moſt cruelleſt mar ira⸗ 
at mans malice map innen ar 
thinke be a fo Wege gw 


— they euere terrible noath-wotk 
jopfully one after an other, to tbe lubach- 
they ackered theme urs malt ili 
with. ſeruent © conſtant mindes knam⸗ 
ing what ik they were, thzough the rage: 
and crneltpo of the tyzannt ans his ta- 
mentoꝛs, put to payne, that it came nat 
to idem by. ill lucke 02 channee „ hut 
n the ee te r 
ii). 


der fuli con- 


ende thi matter, with the vnlpoahable ſtancie ot 
ane $i ol 5 ſeuen Machabees,thzough 5 — 


SST A 


The praifeand 


of God, that ſuffered ſuch tbinges to be 

fo; their toꝛreition and tchaſtiſement. 
And this is a god argument + moſt 

ſure, that God wil! not ſuffer ſirmers: to 


tontinue in the deſirs of their owne wil, 
bulk when they fall hes chaſteneth them, 


whereby ber cheweth 5 her loveth them, 
And bath care ouer them, and doth net f 


with them as he dot with other naki⸗ 


ons, the which her gineth cuer to the yz 
owe heartes luſt, + ſufferech them tho# 


roiightHhis long patience, reſeruing their 


puniſhment: altogether vntill the dap ek 
angertent Bit viito'his people be doth 
not altogether withdzawe his mercye, 
nos ns ur fo>faketh Ib em, but eo2regerh 
und c<afeneth them mot louingly when 
they fall into inne This od matt ene 


minduige to kepe and obſerne the com⸗ 


maũdements of thelaw,e not the kings 
Wil, after that ſhe had fene the great ton⸗ 
ftancie of hir chiloꝛen whome alto thre 
ſawe dye befs2e hir fate, ſhe in the ſuine 
quatrell, at þlaſt ſuffered death alſe bir 
ſelte, melt iopfulſp + willinglp. And who- 
ſeever is deſirous fo underſtand further 
m this hiltozy,let bim read þ 8 
G 
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of p ſecond boke of the Machabees,wher 
it is at large ſet out,but it is time to end 
this matter. Foz in reading of hiſtozies, 
there can be found no better noz greater 
eramples of vertue, the of god & wozthy 
women. Therefoze Salomon ſaith in his 


P2onerbes,he that bath a wiſe, honeſt, © preuerbs 31 


fapthfull wife, ſhe is much better wozth 
fo him then pearles t pꝛecious ſtones. 
Let þ defraito2s therfoꝛe, c euil ſpeakers 
of feminine kinde, talk g pꝛate what they 
will, but they ſhal neuer perſwade me to 
the contrary,but that ther is as excellent 
perfections and graces,as well in þ ſoule 
and body of women, as are in men, and 
rather moꝛze, and otherwiſe theptannot 
make me beleue, no although they had al 
the bokes of Rhethozick,both Latin and 
Greeke,y are in ; woꝛld. Foz if we will 
wel behold their conſtancis in aduerſtie, 
we ſhal finde y they haue ercelled e out⸗ 


paſſedÞ Curios,þ Fabians, 5 Carnilhians, p v Vomes 
Scipions,t the Hanibals. The exaples are nee, oof 


ſo vulgar + cõmũ y wee need not to rente 


the, as of Flauia, Euphronia, Theodora, Sacondancie. 


bina, Amonaria t Dioniſa, Romain virgis 


. þ which haus ben moze redy fo2 ta receive 
I. iiij. death tg 
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to maintepne the glozy & honour of god, 
then the tyzants aue bene, to miniiter 
vnto them the paine. Ydwe oftentimes 
haue women bentbecauſe of many faire 
and great victo2ics,how offentimes haue 
they moſt ſtoutly 6 couragtoully refiſtey 
and withſtove the troupes & ſquadzons, 
of the weake and fainte vertue of men, 
they which they haue ouerthzowne, bꝛo⸗ 
ken, and diſpearſed. What company of 
Lacenians haue ww read off, that with 
their owns handes haue killed them nas 
tarall childꝛen, wen they haus keunde 
them wicked, fro ward, t deſpilüng their 
garents, t therfoꝛe haue they killes them 
s n woꝛthy to haue ſo noble mothers, æ 
tat captaine was euer ſo tamous, that 
might be compared vnto the trumuphant 
Chlobila, what enterpziſe may be cbpa- 
ren Ls Semiramis doings, What vertue 
Was euer like vnto 5 vertue of Zenobia, 


Fhaliltris, 02 Panthaſilla. Therekoze let 
Auch venemous togues ceaſe,p hereto». 
eit ane taken in hand to blame 4 de- 


aer die neble fere of women, 


ese 1 * praiſe of women; 
| THE 


. 
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THE DISPRAISE 
EEE of Women. 1 


Lil of the firſt originatl of wo- 
men according t to the opinion 
of — * now” 


1 — and continued 
AN "yg as if it -wers in a fayze 
and pleaſaunt Pallaice 
N I tontemplating and bes 
— holding the great vertus 
and excellent perfections: of: wamen: 


Now dor 4 begin to enter as it were in 


to the mos fthy, nopſonuland vnriean 
table of Augeas, wherenr there was 
ſo much filth and vncleaueneſte hazves 
vp, as thꝛ thoufand Oren in manye 
yeares were able ta make ; n there is 
founde fa: manp examples ot the vices 


and imperfections of mümen, that bet? 
ter it were. foz the kapmyg iand;pzcſers 
uing ofhogeftie to-paieourt farh infamy 
with flence,! then to diſcloſe a man 


1 


it openly maniteſt. 


—— — — 
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It may alſo be thougbt, that in des 
ſcribing them, J haue chaunged my cos 
pp, and that ont of the ſame month J 
ſhould blow both heat and colde. But 
conſidering that the Pbiſifton & natural 
Philoſopher, in deſcribing the nature 
pꝛopertie of hearbs, d Plannets, doth 
aſwell pꝛofitte in declaring and ſhewe⸗ 
ing thoſe that are moꝛtikerous and 
vdenimous , that thereby we mape 
take the better herde and beware, as to 
Hewe and manifeſt thoſe that are god, 
wholeſome and pꝛoſitable, and although 
there haue bene a great number ef wo⸗ 
men whole dings haue ben lo peruerſe 
that it ſeemeth god not to make mt᷑tion 
thereof, tothe ende that it ſhoulde not 
ve knowne noꝛ thought that ſuch wic- 
kednes might be reigning in the wozlv, 
Notwithſtanding it is better that the 
memoꝛythereott᷑ be knowen # manifeſt 
tbe kept in ilfce,to Þ ende ᷣ god 4 vers 
tuous women ſhould not therat gaſe c 
wonder, but therby learn to eſchew 4 as 
uotd al occaſiõs y may pꝛouoke the to þ 
tyke.But as foz-me, J will in nothing 


| — he fame and reputation of 


good 


— F e rr CO; 


a ——— n n 


wi 
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às be. ſoꝛ in p lubllate ot md hide {wo 
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god women noꝛ deſpiſe noz tontem 
their honour, neither will Trakt er mn 
ple of a great many, Þ haue takeng 

deligbt and pleaſure to defamethem ye 


their w2itings,mainteining and 'vphol- 
ding,that it is moze rare and carte to 


finde, a Wiſe-and reaſonable Woman and 

that is ſtrong & conſtant, tben the Phee- A viſe & 
nix, who A8 Philoſophers fay,dlthdigh man race 
ſye be alone and ſingiifer in hir Kube . finde 2s 

ret neuerthelcife ſhe doth tontinie and . 


renue in ſuch ſoꝛt that al wates ther is! 


to he founde one alpue and no ö moꝛe:but 
it is not fo of wiſe and ſober women lo: 
common ieers + inuents?s bkives and 
flaunderous fpeakers,affirnie't ſap, that 
there was neuer but one gbd woman 5 


ver p diuel tar ied hir away: Wut we wi 
leane ſuch eun fongues to ther oon ch ©: 
liſhnes:Fox as fo me, 1 held it e er⸗ 
teins truth, 5 the — alwi pers: 


taker of reafs 4 wiſoom a Find; 5 the 
is aſwel p intagt of god as Man, t alfs 
pettakerof ſkluatis 4 bnberftibſalwel 


ma cõteined : tompꝛehtdet + Was made 
dut of his fide,to becde fleſh of ve fieth; 
one 


© 06 » * 


* * 
Ji. i 56,684 L 


_ Le, 
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boang of his baanes and member of his 
8, Cherefoꝛe that which J thal 
hare _ ok wicked women, J truſt 
ſhall not offende thoſe that are god, but 
thereby. theire vertue and wiſedome 
will rather ſhine the moze , being as 
two eamlearnes in üghte one pf the o⸗ 


Fe Katy Jam io ſure that honeſt 
| will. take no offence of p; which 
"* "thall be(poken,of thoſe that are euil,but 
they. that are wicked,foz that I ſhall re⸗ 
pzone them, will take me foz their eni⸗ 
mp and vet againtt all reaſon and rigot. 
But that is, bicauſs that ſuch as arg ce 
nill and vitiaus are lyke to ſcabde ;ho22 
4 ber! that will not ſuffer ta be rubbed, + 


111 


maps 727 f. But now-o come to our purpaſe and 
— to ſearch out: thy oziginal ot $.woman 
ous? dcn ding to the opinion of the: Gen les 
$ rroman. & Heathen, Tbs Acgyptians holde opi⸗ 


nien b hen that Nyl lus Þ famous river 
did ſo (well that it onerranne the banks 


and bozyers thereof, and ouerranne the 


lande, that then there were caſt vp and 
remapned many cloddes of earth mired 
Ty with the fatneſſe —_— 1 
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| And that though the heate that came v⸗ 
pon them, there engendered and were 
created diuers and ſundaye ſtraunge 
beaſtes, among the which was founde 
0 the firſt woman. And this therefoze'is 
5 the cauſe: wby they haue ſo little reaſon | 
F and vnderſtanding, in that they were - 
; bo2ne- without mothers, and lyue withs 
/ out rule, and dye without all oder, the 
5 Which baue ſo ſmal iudgement, that they 
can neuer foꝛgiue an miury noz reward 
a god tourne. | 
The Grecians are ef an other opinis Thx wie 
on touching the creatitn of a woman, deen 
ſaping, that in p Delart of Arabia, the Greckes 
Sun gineth moze power of heat then in; 1 
| any other place. And p at the beginning © of aan 
8 there appeared 4 was ſerne one woman 
| onely t no moe, with que onely Phœnix 
the which was created of the water and 
the woman of the great heat of the Bun 
t of the duſt that pꝛocteded from rotten 
trees when the woꝛmes had eaten them, 
E their rraſon is, bicauſe'y womẽ with 
their tongues are as fire., and in theirs 
conditions verpe rotten, Foz Naturs 
£3. vaty _ all their * and power 
. | 3 
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| in their tõgues, e the ſerpent bath not ſo 
much venim noꝛ poyls in his taile as the 
womã hath in bir togue. And foꝛ confir- 
makftg of this matter, Cometatoz of Pla 


to w2iteth y the woma is a kinde ſo fratl. 


variable,vncoanf, vaperfec # mutable, 
Vn pit ſemeth Þnature was to ſæke whe þ 
vvagcrea - Woma was created, 1 gaue no.regard to 
_ 'bir,vnles it wer fo2 this only reſpect mo- 
re foꝛ p delectatio t pleaſure p man hath 

in hir + foꝛ p cotinuace-of humain kinde, 

then foꝛ any per fectꝛõ 5 is in hir. And fo2 

plato dou-: this Cauſe, Plato doubteth in what rank 
ted yyhes 92 02der he ought to place þ wamã, either 
— Fo amigft reaſonable creatures oꝛ amongſt 
vvomen ei- baute beaſts:fo; 5 although tbey haue a 
theramo2® ſoule, which of nature is ſubiect to reaſs, 
die creatu- pet neuertheles they are ſo giuẽ fo their 
_ gen * ſenſual appetite q; bꝛutiſh defire (wherin 
brute bea- they are to willing ta pleſe in a! thigs) p 
pry by very god reaſon he doubteth whether 


they haue reaſon. And foz this cauſe,y ve 


ry ſame Plato ſaid, p he gaue thankes to 


god foꝛ iij things ſpeciallp. The firſt, foz 
that he was a man and not a beaſt: the 
ſecond, foꝛ that he was bo2ne a man and 
not a woman: and the thin 


* 


— Vt 
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Nation he was a Greeke, and not an 
Anftdell , And Marcus Aurelius, as tas 
mous in -Philoſophie , as in gouerning pic ang 
d Empire ſpake in this maner of wome. & admoni- 
Seeing þ gods hath cõmaunded e cur des n A, 
ſtenies haue ſo appointed it,y men cãnot liv. 
liue in this wozld wout women, J ther⸗ dd me 
foze admoniſh voũg men x pꝛap the olde fect vvo- 
men, J put wiſe men in remembꝛaũce, 3 0, 25.776 
inſtruct þ ũmple, that they fly p company ked lyfe, 
of wicked women and ſuch as haue an il 
name, as they would fly p novſome peſti⸗ 
lice c mo2tal plague, Fo2 J ſapd, p all the 
venemous beaſts p are, haue not ſo much 
poiſon in all their bodies, as one woman ih 
oely hath in hir miſcheuous fogne, Foz ks 
this cauſe p Romains did ozdem by their 
laws, p wome (hold not ſucceed, And Vos By te Ro- 
lumnius a Tribune t Pꝛetoʒ over Þ pec- mine lav v 


es VVomen 


ple, made an oꝛvenãce, by y which he (03- 5, not inte 


bad, p no womã ſhold be an inheritoz no2 ritany inne 
heire. The which law *larke Cato dd 
perſwade the people to maintein x keepe, 

to y ende Þ the heritages Epatrimonics, 


. Holddeſced & come to þ nert heire males 


of p kindzed,fo v end pþ the name of þ kin 


D2cd & ſtock, hol} not be extiguiſhed noz 


loſt, but 
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but that if ſhould alwayes cenfinue ant 


remapne from time to time thzough the 
, benefit of the next heire male. 

And among the Frenchmen, there is 

1 a Lawe the which they name the Lawe 

vocany ex. Vocany, and that expꝛeſſely fozbiddeth 

cludetu that no Daugbter ſhall enherit the Fa⸗ 

dam fue. thers noꝛ Mothers poſſeſſion no2 heri⸗ 

cela ion fage, although there were no other chil⸗ 
den. 

And Pharamond following this law, 

did oꝛdayne, that no woman ſhould ſuc⸗ 

ceede in the Ringdome of Fraunce, no2 

rule as Nucene tyereoff, ſaping that it 

was no heritage but a dignitie. And e⸗ 

uen as women cannot be perfakers of 

ſuch a dignitie as to gouerne and rule ſo 

paifſanf and mightie a Kingdome : 0 

alſo they oughte not to ſucctede therein 

no moꝛe then they do m the dignitie of 

Pꝛieſthode, in the which neuer woman 


facceded, of what authozitie 02 degree 


ſocuer ſhe was, 
And this Law was called the Lawe 
The Lavy Sallique, 02 rather the law of the Gauls. 
of ch®« Mhich Lawe was not onelp obſerued 
Gauis- and kept by Pharamonde 0 but alſo by , 
king 


— — 
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king Clouis , Charlemaine and all thoſe 

that haue ſucceded them. Now although 

Samt Paul ſaith that Adam was not. Timoen 
deceiued, but the woman was deceiued 4 
was ſubdued to the franſgreſſion , foz 
which cauſe God lapd vnto hir,thaf be 
wold multiply hir ſczrow, tbat is, in ſoꝛ⸗ 
row and paine ſhoulde ſhc baing fw2ti 
chiidzen, and that hir luſt ſhould pertein 
to hir huſband, and he ſhoulde haue the 
rule power ouer hir. Reuertheleſce we 
read in the. 27 . chapter of the boke of 
Numbers that after that the land of p26- 
miſſe was deuided by Moſes vnto the 
childzen of Iſrael, accozdinge to their 
Tribes, ſoꝛ an inheritaunce: there came 

to him ß daughters of Zelaphead, whoſe 

names were, Mahela, Noha, Hagla, Mel⸗ 

cha, and Thirza, theſe ſap came æ ſtod 

befoze Moſes & Eleazer the Pꝛieſt, Faſ- vooun: 
ked them a part e poztion of 5 holy fand, derte by che 
foz their inheritaunce: from which they —_— 
ought not to be put from, noz retected, ** © | 


Genefſis.$ 


Nu umb. 37. 


although their father had left behinde 


him no heires males. So they requi⸗ 

red a polſeſſion and heritage among he. 

vbꝛetheren ok their father, gate 
K, * After 
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After that Moſes had heard them, he 
bzought their cauſe befoꝛe the Lo2d,and 
the Lozd commaunded to giue them a 
poſſeſſion to inherit among their fathers 
bꝛetheren, and to ſpeak vnto the childzen 
of Iſrael and fell them, that if a man dye 
and haue no ſonne,they ſhoulde tourne 
the inheritaunce vnto his daughters if 
be had any. | 


¶ Of the miſeries & miſchiefes that hath 
bene in the world, by reaſon of wic- 
ked women, Cap. 2. 


ND even as theſe that are wiſe 
and vertueus women, ſeme to bee 
ſent from heauen koꝛ the conſolation and 
comfozt of our humaine life, whercoff Þ 
ncede not at this time to ſpeake , noz ta 
weite, euen ſo the wicked x peruerle ſoꝛt 


which. haue as it were declined from na⸗ 


ture, become moꝛe wozſe then the bzute 
beaſts, which through their wickebnefſe 
haue ſpoyled the whole wozld), Foz who 


Great pers” that would repeate thinges from the bes - 
tds haue ben 


inning of the woꝛlde, and conſider how 
7 at Adam bring indued with greater. 
pere 
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ce 


perfedions then euer was any man ly- 


uing, was notwithſtandinge onercom- 
med with the firſt aſſault and pꝛouocati⸗ 
on that his wyfe made and pꝛoucked 
him withall. Sampſon who was the 
ſtrongeſt man that euer wer read off, 
Was by a harlot oucrcomed named Dal⸗ 
lila. The woman hath triumphed ouer 
Lothes chaſtitie. The woman hath trou⸗ 
bled the holynes of Dauid. Zbe woman 


bath cauſed Salomon the wiſeſt that e⸗ 


uer was, to become a fle. The weman 
cauſed Saint Peter that was ſo ſtronge 


in kapth, to denpe his Maſter Chziſt de⸗ 
ſt:z, The woman cauſed lob to mur⸗ 


mure and grudge, whom the diuell him⸗ 


ſeife coulde not once ſtirre no2 with- 
dꝛawe from his ſimplycitie. The woman 
thꝛouah hir ſubtil craft and pollicꝑ found 


the meanes to be Pope and to ſit inchis 
ſeate. To be ſhoꝛt, there ts nothing found 
in all the woꝛld ſa hardt : o; vneaſie , but 
that a womans heart will there vnto ate 
teine, when ſher is diſpoled to frame hir 


minde to it. And this moued Codrus to 
ſay, the Firmanient doth not conteine 
ſo many Stars, nos the ſea ſo may fiſhes, 


I ii. as 
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The ſayinge 


of the Poet dg d woman hath frandes and deceites, 
 Sodrus. hidden in hir beart « minde. And Medea 
n Euripides ſayth,that women are eni⸗ 
1 a mies to all god, but pꝛompt to all euill. 
of Rue Likwiſe Bartoleus and Accurſus, famous 
& Accurſus y gtyyers in the Columnes of the Juril⸗ 
concerns cynſuls,haue nat feared to leaue in wꝛi⸗ 
ting, that all women were wicked, and 
that there was no neede to make any 
lawes oꝛ o2dinances foꝛ god women, bi- 
cauſe they are light ſowen. and foꝛ Þ ther 
was neuer a one to be founde. The Po⸗ 
The ſ:ying et Pacuuius, was of that ſame opinion, 
oithe ®0©* that there cannot be found one god wo⸗ 
man. And Hipocrates waiting to Dennis 
The ſaying ſayth, that malice is as it were naturall 
of Hipocra- to a woman, tbe which if it be not with 
ſpeed kept downe and vnder, it graweth 
and ſpꝛingeth vp a pate: as euill weve 
Tne ſaying ande bnpꝛoſitable fruite. Ariſtotle in the 
helm oe ninth boke de Animalibus, hath left in 
che malice Waiting, that as women are moze tender 
of women. and ſofter t ſmother ſkinned then men, 
ſo alſo they are 192ecraffy and wicked. 
All the CTragidies ot Euripides are full, 
of the lleigbts, dereits, lubtilties, : wick⸗ 
ed doings of women. N | 
But 


Pe eee ES 


and read the auncient hiſto2yes,we ſhall 
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,  * But to the ende that ye Wall nat Tue ing | 
thinke that none but pꝛophane autho2s of Sirch 
haue bene of that opinion: Sirach, who 27s 
fo2 his wiſdome,was as famous among neſſe of wo- 
the Hebrews,as Thales foz his pbiloſo⸗ I dus the won 
phy was amongeſt the Greekes ; bath of Sixth. 
left in waiting, that the firſt oꝛiginali « . 
beginning of ſinne came by a woman , x N 
that thoꝛough hir, we are all made ſubs 

tec to death, furkhermoꝛe, it were better 

to dwell with a Lyon t a Dꝛagon, then 

to kepe houſe with a wicked wife, & al- 


ſo it is karre better to dwell in a wilder⸗ 


neſſe then with a waman that is alwaies 
bꝛawling and full of ſtrife. Likewiſe the 
tranſareſſion of the man is much mo2e 
follerable, then the well doing woman 

p flaiidereth with hir tongue. And Chri⸗ 
ſoſtome in the Sermon of the beheading Tic caying 
of Saint Iohn, in the 34. Home vpon nos 
the fourth of ſaint Iohn, ſayth,that a- amg me mx 
mong all the wilde beaſts, there is none lice of 2 
found ſo hurtfall and noyſome as a wo⸗ 


man. And if we will diligently con{tver, 


finde that neither Jeſus the ſonne of Si- 
rach , noz yet Saint Iohn Chriſoſtome 
7205 R. iij. hath 


N poaterded from women, which haue cus 
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bath don any-w2ong in that which they 
hans-tpittetreceching the wicke dnes of 
women fo2 55 reabing the ſayd hiſfozics 
we linde, that the greateſt miſchicfe that 
| hath fallen to the wozlb,bath-come and 


ten vpon ſed-almolt al the miſeties that haue fal- 
vom len vpb mankinde. Orumple by Eue, tho⸗ 
rough whoſe tranſgrediõ al makinde are 
made ſubied to death. Example by Pans 
dora, who by opening of hir boxe, powed 
out al kinde cf diſeaſes vpd 5 earth. Ex⸗ 
ample Helena, thꝛough whoſe cauſe war 
was railed again Froy, and that fa⸗ 
mous citie was deſtroptd, and the whole 
contitreylayde watt: Example the fable 
of Danaides,that killed al their huſbãds. 
Example Dianara that cauſed Hertules 
molt cruelly to dye thozough the veni⸗ 
mous Shirt that ſhe ſent him? Exam⸗ 
ple by the hiſtoꝛp of the women of the 
Ile of Lennos, the whiche as witneſſeth 
Euripides in Hercuba, killed al their huſ⸗ 
bands not leuing one aline, Exàple b 8 
hiſto2y oz fable of Acgiptas,who hauing 
maried kiftie of his daughters to fiftpe 
of his Nepdewes, they ſtrangled al = 
ul⸗ 
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hulbands in one night, except one p was 
ſaued by his wife . The example ot Cle⸗ 


opatra, t a great number of otvers, that 


haue cauſed nothing but miſery x wzetch 
edneſſe in the woꝛld. 


So that Salomon in the y. ot his Ec⸗ A vremã is + 


more biete 


cleſtaſticus ſaith,tbathe found a woman rns deen 
fo be moze bitter then death, foꝛ that ſhe as vvitneſ⸗ 

bath caſt hir beart abꝛoad, as a net that cs 
fiſher men vle, and as the ſnare that the nis Rccieſa 
Hunter layeth,bat he is wiſe that can eſ⸗ t. 

cape from hir, and there is none that can 


eſcape hir ſnare but he only whom God 


loueth, and that is in his fauour. And in 


the ſame chapter, in ſpeaking of y ſcarte⸗ 
neſſe of god women, he ſayth, that they 
are a very ſmall number, foꝛ amongeſt a 
thouſand men he hath found one god, but 
amongſt all women he could finde neuer 


à one at al. And therfoꝛe ther was vpon a The com- 


plainte ofa 


time a god fellow ; did complaine inhy — 
pꝛieſts, Monks x friers(# which he called tovy 
god men) wer not permitted to mary af- 
ter Þ they wer cõſtituted in their ozders, 
t that Nuns likewiſe wh he called god 
t holy wome, were not permitted to haue 
to their huſbands, thoſe holy 4 god men, 
R. ili. be⸗ 


r 
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befoze named, and hee dyd wiſhe that 
when anp god women were founde, 
they ſhoulde bee marped to god men, 
that thoꝛougb them the woꝛlde might | 
be repleniſhed with god childzen , but ; 
there are found a very (mall quantitye 
both of the one and the other,but much 
moꝛe fewer women then men, of whom 
if is commonly ſaid,that ſmoke, raine.t a 
curſt and froward wyfe, cauſeth a man 
to foꝛzſake his houſe and to bee weary of 
his lpfe. 

rhree ſcour Bocas ſayth, that the Gods beeinge 

gr angrye and diſpleaſed with bhumapne 
kinde, foz the miſdwinge and faulte of 
Prometheus, that bꝛeught the fyze of 
MHeauen downe vppon the earth. 

They ſent therefoze, vppon the wozlde \ 
theee kindes of ſcourges, that is to wt, 4 
ſickeneſſe and deſeaſes, then frauayle 0 
, And paine, and tben women that are al⸗ 

wayes ſtirrers vp of debate and ſtrife, 
which is the greateſt ſcourge of al preft. 
Chis therfoze being known x cöũdered 
w the ſmal wildome t want of diſcretion 
5 is to be foũd in p feminine kinde, it is 
not without None reaſen — i 

that 


. 
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that Cyziſtians haue ercluded them, Yn. 
from medlyng in the Church, and man put frb deas 
Philoſophercs, baue excluded th from £m, 
their ſchwles of Philoſophie. The Ju⸗ Ciaili pol- 
riſconſulls haue alſo fozbideen them merz ae 
from ciuill pollpcie. The Mahomiſts, of Pniloſo⸗- 
haue excluded them from Paradiſe, Pie. 
The heathen and barbarous Aſians, 
haue putte them inthe ranke of flaues 
and bondemen. Foz to ſay p truth they 
are not ſufficient no2z abell to deale with 
ſuch great and waightie matters, as 
toucheth Relpgion , manners, gouern⸗ 
ment and ſuch lpke, vnleſſe it bee by a 
ſpeciall grace of God. 

Foz it ſemeth that they are moze 
bo2ne and bꝛedde vppon the earth, foz to 
enterteine and nouriſh voluptuouſneſſs 
and Jdlenetſe , then foz to bee trap 


ned vp in niatters of wayght and im⸗ 


poztaunce. ; a 
Amd it is not without a cauſe that 
Salomon hath compared man vnto the 


Man iscom 


Sanne bicauſe of his firme and fable pared to the 
conſtancie , and the woman vnto the Sunne, and 

„Mone fo; bir mutabilytte and chaung⸗ — 
lng. Foz as tbe Pone in hir conjuncti- 

R. V. on 


* 


Ptato his 
tavve, 
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on with the Sunne, doth not aj peare 
noꝛ ſhew neither in the firmanenr noz 


vppon the earth, but in hir oppoſition, 


when ſhe is withdzawne and lengthe⸗ 
ned from the Dunne, then ſhe ſhineth 
in hir full, and appeareth in hir whole 


b:ightneſſe , Euen ſo ought all women 
to be, the which ſhoulde haue no voyce 
no: talke in the pzeſence of men, but it 
ſhoulde be counted {oz noughfe and of 
no value, 

Among the lawes of Plato there is 
one that ſayth. Let vs commaunde and 


- 92deine, that ali (ach faultes that wos 


men ſhall make and commit with any 
manner of-perſon,may be pardoned and 
fo2giuen : but ſo2 ſuch faultes and freſ- 
paſſes as they commit with their togne, 
ſhal! neuer be foꝛgiuen. Foz that ſinne 
and wickednelle , which is committed 
with an eniil perſon; ts th2ough frayle- 
nes of nature, but poffence committed 
with the tongue, pꝛoceedeth from an en⸗ 


ious t a malytious minde. And when 
lhbis law was firſt made, ther was then 


A great want e ſcarcitie of wicked woe 


_ and great plentie of god women. 
But 


* 
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Bat now things are otherwiſe chaun⸗ 
ged,fo2 an infinife number are they that 
ate wicked, and very few is the num⸗ 
ber of thoſe that are thaſt and godly, 
Lhe Romaines alſo hauing crperiencs 


of the wauering and vnconſtant dea- 


linges of women, haue ſundzpe times 
graunted diuo2cements betweene a man 
and his wifc,bicauſe they perceiued how 
the women bare leſle affection fo their 
buſbands in two daies, then they would 
to their ſecrete louers in two pears, but 
it were beſt not to mone this matter as 
ny farther,fo2 as the common ſaying is, 


the moze it is firred, the moze it will 


ſtink,+ the loathſomer it will be in ren⸗ 
dꝛing a moſt vnpleaſant ſauoꝛ of Þ wic⸗ 
kedneſſe of women, ſpecially of thoſe of 
the Antarticke,who would not ſtick fo 


giue their daughters to all commers,as - 


mape bz read in the ſingularities of 
Andrew Theuet, 


COf the ambitious doing ofa 


woman that aſpired to the 
Popedome, Cap. 3. 


Athqugh 


e 
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r == A Lthough there be no dignitie in the 
2 wozld that bath bene moze honou⸗ 
we 3 Poe red and had in reuerence then the digs 
wv2s made nifie of the Pope , from which Su- 
— pꝛemacie women haue bene alwayes 
— kept backe and not thought woꝛthy: vet 
— „ notwithſtanding ther was once a wo⸗ 
man moꝛe bolder then the reſt, who by 
hir ambition and craftie pollicie was e⸗ 
lected, and gouerned the ſaid. popedome, 
oz the lpace of two yeares and lire mo⸗ 
| neths. 
Pope loane This woman Pope,which was fas 
Nuit wen ken f02 à man, was named Ioan the. 3. 
m English Put hir right name was Gilberta, a 
— Od woman of Magunce , who in 
rel, mans apparel went to Athens with an 
| . Engliſh Monke of the Abbey of Fulda, 
and there ſhe continued fo2 a certeyne 
time:From whence ſhe went to Rome, 
where thꝛaugh hir counterfait lyfe,thee 
was made Pope. | 
But God opening the wickednelle 
of thoſe holy Fathers, and diſplaping in 
deede the UWhoze of Babilon rightly in 
hir colours, it came to paſſe that þ ſame | 
i - boly ops thꝛough ſecrete familtaritie -- F 
and 
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and company with ſome of hir Cardi⸗ 


nalls, was gotten with childe and be⸗ 
came bigge, the which ſhe could not ſo 
well cloake noz kœpe ſecret: But that 
God from whom nothing is bid, made 
the ſame maniteſt, to the perpetuall ig⸗ 
nomie and ſhame of that Sea foz euer. 
Foz vpon a time as ſhe was going in 
a generall P2oceſſion fo viſit the church 
of H. Iohn de Latran,accozding to cus. 
ſtome, ſhe began to fall to hir labour & 
trauaple of childebirt h, & after ſhe was 
delpuered, ſhe dped, and ſo did hir chide, 
and they were both buried without ho⸗ 
nour and kunerall pompe bicauſe of this 
miſhappe. 

Since which time, the Pope and. : 
his Cardinalls doe auopd to come nere 
that place wher this ſhame was taken, 
but they take an other waye as deteſt⸗ 
ing ſo hozrible and wicked a fac. And 
alſo it is ſayd that in the ſame ſtreet ther 
is ereded a Statue oz Piller of Marble, 
that repꝛeſenteth the childbirth and the 
death of this Pope,foz a pexpetuall re⸗ 
membꝛaunce thereoff; But foz bicauſe 


that Platina in the lyfe ok the Popes, 


)abellicus 
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' Sabellicus in his firſt boke , Fneardus 
in his ninth boke , Raphael Voletares 
nus Lib.22, Bergomenſcus Lib. I 1, Bos 
cas and the Fardell of time, haue moſt 
playnely ſet out this matter at large in 
their hiſtoztes and waitings,thercfoze J 
wil ſtand no longer ther vpon, noꝛ ſpeak 
no moꝛe, as a thing moſt odious and ig⸗ 
nomious to the Popes of Rome, and 
to all Papiſts fo2 euer, that make ſo 
great accompt of their holy Father ce 


Pope. 


A Of the lyghtneſſe and vnſtabi⸗ 
litie of women that can keepe 
no ſecrets. Cap. 4. 


© 4 Ato p elder ſaid,that among things 
| wherof a man ought greatly to re⸗ 
pent him, the chiefeſt is foꝛ vttering his 
etret vnto his wife,fo2 p ſhe can kepe 
counſell in nothing. What is it ya wo⸗ 
man dath not know , foz hir tongue is 
alwayes king and doth neuer reff, 
ꝓut is lyghfe, vaconſtanf, and can hive 

e nothing 
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made me to knowe that it is not god 

to bffer 02 declare anpe ſecrete vnto 

pou bicauſe of pour vnlkavilitie and light⸗ 

nelfe , and therefoze J cannot graunt 

you your deſire fouchinge your requcit, 

fo2 that you: can kcepe no lecrete 1,02 
coanſaple although the: matter depende 

vpon lyfe and death, neither can J per⸗ 

mit you to canfeſſe pour ſelues one to an 

other ſ&tng that you cannot hide things 

in ſecrete as men can doe. The Lavye 
Abbeſſe hearing this, was all amazed 

and confounded, and could make no an⸗ 

ſwere fo2 very ſbame, noz2 the durſt not 
pꝛoſecute hir ſute any moze. 

Aulugelus rehearſeth almoſt the lplte ger ue 
o! the wanering lightneſſe of a woman ching fecre 
of Rome, ſayinge that the Scnats2s. of — 
Rome did vſe to cary their men childꝛon iugeius li. 
with them into the Senate houſe, to the Abr la 
ende that by ſering t beholdinge the gab crod · ii . 
oꝛder that their fathets kepte there, thex panel. 
might bee the better inſtructed in the 5 
publpke aſfapꝛes when they ſhould come 

to gonerne, It came to paſle vþon a day 


that in the Senate houle amongelt the , * 
-- Senatozs there was a matter of greate 


Z, weight 


* 
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weight and impozfance,debated among 
them, by reaſon whereoff , the Sena- 
toꝛs were laeter and ſtaped longer in 
the Senate ho uſe, then they were ac⸗ 
cuſtomed to doe, and they fozbad theire 
childzen to diſcloſe 02 vtter any part dt 
that which was had in queſtion that 
dape. Now amongeſt the childzen, there 
was a younglinge , ſonne vnto one of 
the Senafozs and named Papirus, who 
when hee was come home with bis Fas 
ther, his Pother was verpe earneſt, 
and lape ſoꝛe vppon him to know what 
was talked off and concluded in the 
Senate houſe, to whome the Lad aun⸗ 
ſwered, that be was fozbidden fo vt- 


ter it, bis Pother not content with |! 
that aunſwere » was very angrye, and 


thzeatened hir ſonne with bitter woꝛds, 
Papirus perceyuing the impoztumtie of 
his Mother, and how ſhe had thzeatened 


to beate him, dyd ſodeinly deuiſe a pꝛe⸗ 


tie pollicpe, and ſapd vnto his mother in 
this manner. It was this daye thought 
god, t debated by many of the Senatoꝛzs, 


.. as well foz the weale publike, as fo: 
the increaſing of the people, that euere? 


. 


9 — 9 
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man ſhould haue two wines, And ſome 
againe:were of contrary opinion, main⸗ 
teining v it wer better a womã ſhould 


rather haue two huſbands. MA hen Papi⸗ 


rus had declared this vnfo his Mother, 
the beleued hir ſonnes ſaping, by reaſs 
wherof without any longer delape, ſhe 
ſent wozd'vnto other women of Rome, 
foz to pꝛouide a remedye t to withſtand 
and let that men inno'wiſe ſhould haue 
two wiues, but rather that euerye wo⸗ 
man might haue two huſbands, in ſuch 
manner, that the next daye in the moz⸗ 
ninge , the Patrones o Rome gathe⸗ 
red themſelues together; and came to 
the gate of the Henate honſe, beſ&ch-. * 
ing the Senato2s not to o2bcnie - and 
make a lawe ſo vnreſotiableand vniuſt, 
as to mary two women tbone man but 
it ſhould be much better foꝛ them to 039 
deine k appointe the contrary. At which 
wozds þ Denatozs were greatly abaſhed - 
not knowing what their wines ment by 
vfteringſuch wo2des,vatill that.young 
Papirus did reſolue themof their doubt, 


detlaringe vnto thẽ in the open Senate, 


9 bis Mother hadde aſked him, 
M if, ano 
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and how fo2 teare of hir he was con⸗ 
Crayned to inuent this newe deniſe and 
mer deceite. Foz the which the young 
Tha 2 man was greatly commended and pꝛai⸗ 
Pablrus, ſed of all the whole Senate, and the 
great lightneſſe and vnſtable dealing of 
his mother was manikeſtly knowne vn- 
to all the woꝛlde: foz the which, ſhe de⸗ 
ſerued as much blame and repꝛoch, as 
hir ſonne obteined honour in not reuea⸗ 
ling no2 vtteringe the ſecret of the Se- 
nate: which ought not to bee opened noz 
— ðͤ | 1 5 
An other Octauius the Emperour did vppon a 
N time reueale ayd vtter a very great ſe- 
Cexar & of crete vnto a friende of his named Ful⸗ 
Fuluius, uius, Who opened the ſame vnto his 
wife,the which whe it came to the Ems 
perours knowledge, hee was verye an⸗ 
grye, and greatly blamed Fuluius the 
Senatoz , declaringe vnto bim that it 
was greate repꝛoche and ignompe to 
bim foꝛ euer, in that he coulde not no 
better keepe counſayle noz refrayne his 
tongue. Foz the which Fuluius was ſo 
ſozy and agreued, that fo2 the very ſame 
cauſe he determined to kill himſelfe, 
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and lo he went hom and ſharplye re⸗ 
pꝛoued his wike , foz- che ſlaunder and 
ſhame that ſhee had done vnto him. 

Wut in ſteede of -comfozt ſhee made 
him this aunſwere, ſayinge , that a⸗ 
gaynſt all wzonge and right her wins 

offended with dir conũderings that 
ſince che longe time that they had lp⸗ 
ued together in the ſocietie of wedlorke, 
be ought to haue knvwie hir -naturgll 
and lyght completion v the whiche if 
be dyd:knowe,be:huulbe not haue Bs 
buſed his knowledge.neyther haue put 
anye confidence oz truſt in hir, foz the 
whiche cauſe not longe time ufter his 
wyfe killed bir ſelfe, ann hit huſdande 
Fuluius in lyke manner killed dimſelfe 
by bir, and thus happened it vnto — 
in that they toulde not᷑ kiæpe ſetri 
which was reaealed butethem : 
There: ate fonnde vinttſs aber ep⸗ 


inges ut women whiche wude bas be⸗ 
ry longe to rehearſe; Mhettfſo2v'thafe 
that will trye am mit doit wites 

be ſecret and tan kiepe counlapte voe 


men be fo doe ag thoſe Mat 
N. ü. trye 


ample ot the lyght and vnionſt ane d 
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trye d. new vefſell : the which-firff, they 
will fill with water to trye iw hether it 
will runne 02 lake, and nat with wine, 
D any other pꝛetious lickoꝛ, bicauſe that 
the experience and tryall ſhall:not: coſt 
muchzalthough it waſt and runne out. 
Euea ſo they that miſtruſt the light 
and unſtable. dealinges o women doe 
think and inuent ſome ſtraunge deuiſe, 
-by the which they allaye and trye their 
- faithfuineſe befcꝛe they willcommitte 
.any- ppm _—_ . and 
beating. bo, 1461 
1 Of. they great pleats al curious 
. mqpge of wdmens appatell;:. 
PoFs THIER 741 + +8 5 CONE 


Saut peter ibo muas one of the eie; 
felt ol the Apeſtles:and:a piller ot the 
Churcb, doth erhante and commande 
«Peter, Wines to c hie decent and comeipg in 
cap., their apparell, and that it none nat 
bir in ontward ſhewe with? b2zoidtred 
haire and banging on of golde, vx r put⸗ 
ting on of gozgious appareil, but. — 
thay ſhoulde decke and furniſhe th 


ſclues 
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ſelues with vertue, And foz this cauſe 


God thzeateneth the women of Hieru- Hovr 


— 


ſalem, that with their ſuperfluous t colf- the vyomE 
ly. oznamentes did excede. Foz by the 1 . 
Pꝛophet Eſay it is ſapde, bicauſe. that Bray. 3. 

e daugbters of Hicruſalem waike with 


Hretchey out neckes, and; with vaing 
wanton eyes, ſœinge alſo they goe trip- 
pinge ſo nicely with their fate: Theres 
foze will the Lo2de ſhane the heades of 
the daughters of Syon and Hieruſa⸗ 
lem, and diſcouer their ſhame . And hee 
will take awaye, the gozgiouſneſſe of 
their apparell, their ſpanges, cheines, 
partellets and collars, their bꝛacellets, 
bones, and godiy flowzed & embzrive- 
red rayment , their bzowczes and heads 
bandes,rings and garlanves;thrir haips 
day clathes,vayis,kerchiefes.pins, glaſs 
ſes,copxelles,bangets g taches, æ in T&d 
of gat — haue ſtinke, ⁊ fo2 
gerdels, coꝛds. c loſe bonds, & ĩoa ine cur⸗ 
led haire, baldnes oa « omacher, ſacks 


cloth, fo beantp witherevnes ſuntur-⸗ 


| nĩg. Pow to a cũmõ wealth i; ang to ba 
wel nr INES 
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Honeft cha then By ſuch exteſſe and curious ſuper⸗ 
netie and fiuitie of apparell,foz honeſtie x ſhame⸗ 
— 2 — faſtneſſe ought to be the very oznaments 
tobe 5 ves Of god and vertuous women, and not 
ot crnamTts rich attire and pꝛetious Jewels, tbzougb 
vvomen. the whiche they dzawe the heartes of 
young men,nonriſhing and entertaitifilic 
their concupiſence,kindling t enflatiiitig 
their dcfires , fo2- although they dee nd 
harme tc themlelues, pet is it moſt ſure 
that they ſpople and hurt others, and al- 
though ß they be chaft e doneſt, noi with- 
ftanding their garments and decking bp 
of themſelues is atoktn of diſhe noſfie, 
The ſaying as Saint Cyprian doth witneſſe, ſavimg. 
of S. cipriã that ſuch vndetent and baine rapmekt, 
and toſtly attire 1s not decent noꝛ feimſp, 
but ſoz light and vame women, whiche 
tbozough their painkuigs end piickinge 
bp of themfelucs; do dilgutke und tranf- 
figure that which 'God-hath made, und 
alter and chaunge themſelues mo the 
fozme and ſhape of Wäthan. 
Thery ns Ariſtotle ſaythj, that it is moſt drtent 
and fit ſoꝛ women fo be ſober & comeip 
in apparell, and to bſe garments: of lee 
vans and piece _ the lawes hath o 


deine 55 


* 
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deined, bicauſe that neyther the excels · . 
lencie ot beuutie, nepcher coſtly gar --*4 
monks, 103 aboundaunte of Jewels of 5 
gold noz pzetious ſtones, doth not giue 
fo great pꝛapſes vnto women, as to vſe 
-a modeſt meane in ſuch things and to 
baue a tare and ſtudie howe ww 
And the Pbiloſophor: Diatorhares The nota- 
ſapd, thaf'the'faireſt oꝛnamont and dec- 33 
king of a woman was to die meane ap⸗loſopner 
parell and rew woꝛdes., and to baus a —2 
god hul band. The wird of:Philon bete The vice 
mg on a teme aſked, oy thee did not ana vou 
Wwearea'crowne vppon hir head afwell of Philo, 
as other Ladyes,the maus this aunſwer 
that ſhe. 'wag well inouitfdectied with 
the vortaek. Ind err of w huſ- 
baͤnde. ! 4 2 3} 
Licürbüs the Law :vato the Sy 
1. acedoiticiniats; by His lawWes did fozbid 
wamen'to-wrare att kinse of Jewels, öf 
golde, luer and pꝛstidus don, ro tie 
ende tha then chauld deine themkelads 


4 -with the-djnametts: vf-vevttic;' // 


' Aﬀtet:F'the: lecond! Punncke' battaile 
"was — there was pubniched within 


2.2 L. v. Rome 


— wo _ —— 0 ne 


The difpraiſe of Women; 


. Rome &'cerfeine oꝛdinaunce, by the 


Romaines Which it was feꝛbidden and defended 5 


8 the women ſhould not decke them⸗ 


ſelues with golde no2 rapment of ſundꝛy 

coulours, the which oꝛdinaunce — 
nued vntkiil that the difozdinate luſt of 
Aſtamdatcupꝝ and haunt the Citie of 
Rome , Foz when the luſtie dames of 
Rome bal ſcene and babelde the newe 
,- Tahion and ſtraunge attire of tbe ſtraũ⸗ 
-: Hers, tbepnequir ing to haue the lrke, 

TO . a6 womew:thatcluffed and longed, cra⸗ 


2 6 - -  YLd andcbeſtredpermiſſtonand leaue to 
e 1 epeare ſuck} hide, of garments as they 


:.. ould-thinke god and neceſſary,, The 
Whiob tbe gemm t wiſe Cato withſfod e 
verlwaded tothe. tontrar y by his D2as 
tion y he made in Denatecbaough-the 
which he ſhewed them tbe inconnenien⸗ 
Fes tz daungers that theron might ariſe. 
0. notiwithitandmg bis Oꝛation, the 
"Dxibunes and Pꝛouoſts of the people, 
being euercsuuned with the. impoꝛtuni⸗ 
tie of their wines e with their obſtinate 


VI 


opinion, the obteined lpbertie foz their 


Nide, ſo that iti was permitted them tg 
ere what: garments. tbey; _ 
53-4 c 


— 
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The which afterward was an occaſion 
.of great troubles and diſfolutions ; but 


at the taſt it. was remedped and pꝛoui⸗ 


ded fo2, by the god Ladye Opia, who Thetavve 
was the cauſe that at Rome there was CPi22eait 
a Law ket out foz tored2effe ſuperflu⸗ fperficons 
uus apparell by hir pꝛouocation, who Wan 
alſo would not ſuffer hir ſabiects at any | 
time to weare any garment otherwiſe 

then the oꝛder that cher divde appoynt, 


which was ſuch, that is, that a woman 


of what qualptie ſoeuer ſhe was ſhould 
not weare noꝛ beare about hir, in any 
bozdute oz goldſmithes:wozke nomoze 
then halfe an ounce of golde which is 


tze weight of foure pentr. By reaſon of The Ke. 
which lam the women and maydes of eggs 
Rome did diſoayne andireruſe their pzey 7 


:of mayne vir- 


the prect- 


tious and coſtly garmients and Jewels ous Clothes 
that Dennis the tyꝛant a Sijacuſia had that DEnys 


the Tyrant 


ent them oz their honour and mags had ſent tuẽ 
ntficence , but they aunſwered that 


ſuch coſtly; apparell and e melis would 
rather be vntu them ataſhonoiy;:then 
gloz es op ©0097 78M 

Alſo p king Pirrhus ſẽt ts Rome by his 


Embaſſadours nem e ſtraunge * 
| of 


I be diſpraiſe of Women, 
of filke with rings of golde, but there 
was not one only Lady found, p would 
accepfo2 recetue them , O how happy 
... ... andblefſed a wozld was that, O happy 
time woztby,to.be wiſhed foz and deſi- 
red. Foz now adayes there ate founde 
fete people that will haue reſpecte to 
their facultie and callyng, oꝛ to meaſure 
themſelues with reaſon , but they cons 
ſame and waſte tbemſelues and their 
Patrimony in fach diſſolutions and ex- 
ceſſe of apparel}-ſo-far, that Rings and 
Kulers are conffrayned by their lawes 
fo repzeſſe ſuch :bnmeaſyrable extceſſe 
and vayne and ſuperfinons abuſe, kno⸗ 
wing that one ol the chicfe and pꝛinci⸗ 
-- palleff cauſes; that bzingeth pouertie to 
their people and ſubieds , is che great 
nd vnreaſonableerpences-and charge, 
© Ty hy " that is -beſfowed and waſted-vppon ap⸗ 
parell, alwel in men as in women, the 
"one toueting to excæde the other from 
ime to time t neuer wil guide noꝛ rule 
themlelues with. reaſon;the which bath 
cauſed great grieuous complaints to 
be made foz red2elſe of (he ſame, and 


_ lawes anv'ozdinaunces — 
0 
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to be kept, but as pet ſmali redꝛeſſe and 
amendement fo be ſeene, ſpecially in the 
inicrio2 ſozte, whole licencious liuinge 

without feare of God! e duetie to they; 


P;ince;' either hauing reſpect to obſetue * 


god and wholeſome lawes, maketh me 
to deteſt and abhoꝛre to ſe it. | 

J remember a pꝛety example which 
happened in Fraunce to a Citizens wife 
of Paris which is wozthy to be noted, and 
then will J ende this matter. Uppon a 
time the king of Fraunce cauſed it to be 
pꝛoclapmed and foꝛbidden that nenc of 
his ſubiects ſhouid from thence fo:the 
vſe to weare ſuch ſuperfiuous & exceſle 
in their apparell as befoze time they did 
accuſtemably vſe, aſwell in their gards 
and embꝛopderings of veluet, ſilke and 
golde, and chiefely by this pꝛoclamati⸗ 
on the Citizens of Paris were fo2bidden 
and meane gentlewomen, and that vp- 
pon the payne and penualtie of a thous 
ſande crownes,foz them that vid offend 
beſides impꝛiſonment. 

Now at that time there was in 
Paris a Citizen, that bad a wife won⸗ 
derfull collly in hir apparell, who after 

that 
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A niſtory thatſhe hadde hearde tbe Pꝛoclamati⸗ 
of Parts & on and Edict, had greater deſire then 
his vvyſe, befoze, to bee mgze go2geous and ta 
Seceued by decke hir ſelfe wich Chap nes, Bꝛate⸗ 
a prety de⸗ lettes and Rings and with apparell afs 
uke nir to ter à newe faſhion, where vnto ſher 
lee hir daply pꝛouoked bir huſbande to mayn⸗ 
S551 eine hir withall and to giue bir money, 
wos tolde hir the penualtie and daun⸗ 
ger thereof, but all in vapne: And the 
moꝛe hir huſbande woulde haue hadde 
hir relr aine, the moꝛe impoꝛtunate was 
the, from day to day. 

 ___ Wherewithall hee being wearied, 
_ - hee bethoughte him ok a pꝛetie deuice 
® with the which hee thoughte to trye 
his wife. Foz hee hyzed foure Ser⸗ 
tannts to watch foz hir vppon a time, 
and to take from hir ſuch Jewells as 
ſhe hadde about hir, and to carpe hir to 

pꝛiſon. 5 5 
And foz fo execute his pꝛetended 
purpoſe the better, hee gotte hir vp⸗ 
pon a Sundaye to putte on hir coff- 
lye rapment, and to decke hir ſelfe 


with all hir Ringes, Chapnes, Bꝛa- 
celettes and other Jewelles „ as it 


che 
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ſhe ſhoulde goe fo a wedding. 

Who being ignoꝛant of hir huſbands 
deceite and lubtill deuice, Wente hir 
wayes ſ@:the of hir houſe accoꝛ dinge ts 
hir cuſtome, to the Church, to heare ſer- 
uice. 
But in hir comming from thence, 
and retourning homewarde , the Ser⸗ 
taunts acco2ding as it was appoynted , 
caught holde of hir, and foke from hir, 
the Chaynes, Rings, Bꝛacelettes and 
all the Jewelis that ſhe hadde, and they 
fapned that they woulde carpe hir to 
paiton, accozding to the Lawe and T- 
dicte in that behalfe made, vntill hir 
buſbande had payde the penualtie of a 
thouſand crownes, bicauſe that ſhe did 
weare in bir apparell crimſen velact, 
fozbidden by the ſaide Edict. 

Foz the which cauſe ſhe was moued 
and ſoze troubled in hir minde, by the 
meanes whereoff ſhe ſent with al ſped 
fo hir huſband foz to come vnto hir, æ ta 
kepe hir from going fo pꝛiſon. 

z Who when her came vidde coun- 
+ -*riayte that he was verye angrye 
And dilptealed with the matter, 
and 
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and did molt humbly and grationuſly de⸗ 
ſire the Officers to reſtoze the Jews 
ells agapne vnto his wife, but they re⸗ 
faled ſo to doe, but perſiſting ſtill in 
their fozmer opinion, ſapde ſhe ſhoulde 
goe to pꝛiſon vntil the thouſand crowns 
were papd. 

Hir huſbande perceining them to be ſo 
bent, gaue them certein crownes bofoze 
his wife, bicauſe they ſhould reſtoꝛe to 
hir again hir ſaid Jewels t to let hir go 
vpon condition, that ſhe ſhould no moze 
from thencefozth weare no moze thoſe 
' Jewells no2 ſuch ercefſe and ſuperflu⸗ 
ous appareil. The which ſhe pꝛomiſed 
to perfourme ſo that ſhe might bee at 
lybertte. 

And fo the Seriaunts let hir goe fo: 
that time, and ſecretly did reſtoꝛe again 
to hir huſvande the crownes that hee 
bad giuen them, who thꝛough this pꝛe⸗ 
tie deniſe bꝛought to paſſe that neuer 
after his wife hadde any deſire to beare 
ſo great eſtate no to weare ſuch goꝛgi⸗ 
ous and coſtip apparaple, neyther had 
ſhe after that, any delire to weare 


them. | : 
This 
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This deniſe is very notable fo2 ma⸗ 
ryed folkes, that many times doe con⸗ 
ſume moze ſubſtaunce then they haue, 
to decke and ſette out: their Wyues 
fo their mindes and vnlatiable des 
fice. wad 
Some that haue wzitten of the able mp. 
zanner and ozder of the Turkes, teonſenesof 
doth ſape, that they haue ſene the wife 2 Taken 
of a Turke, that was a Curtiſan, beare 
about hir, the valus cf the hundzetly 
thouſande Duckats in JZewei!s: What 


mape they tömcke vou Joe, fhe Urynes 


of the Baſcias that are }32inccs &6 great 
Lo2des, Flcauc it fo your iudgement. # 
But J cannst fel! whether that . 
wee mape giue credite fo it 
02 no, fo; if it te 
true they are 
| the moſt 
_ magneficke and moſt- 
| go2ceous Wore 
men in the 
world. 
* 
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Af the barberous crueltie and 
horrible tyranny of ſome wo- 
men. Cap. 6. 


Abound that the naturall inclina⸗ 
tion of women be moe gratious 
and pitiful then the inclination uf men. 
Neuertheleſſe when thcy decline and 
fall fro their kinde,they are much moꝛe 
crueller and bloudie and moze voyve 
ol humanitie and compaſſicn,in ſuch ſozt 
that when they are in authozitie, they 
exerciſe their power lo diſo2dinatiye, 
that then when they will execute any 


vengeaunce, they leaue no trueltie be⸗ 


hinde vrifo2notten. Foz fo much as they 
cannot maſter noꝛ ſubdue their diſozdt- 
nate paſſions # wicked affections, Wut 
their choler and anger doth kindle and 
burne ſo ſoꝛe, that they become ſo raging * |; 
mad, that many times they enterpziſe | 
things, that the moſt cruelleſt fy2zaunts 
in the wo2ide , would diſdayne and bee 
aſhamed to doe, and they imagine ſuch 
milchiefes as Sathan himſelfe could 
not inuent, as eucry one may ſe by the 
courſe of Hiſtozies from time to tin. e. 


that | 
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that wee will bzing in foꝛ this purpoſe, 
wherein feminine affections are ſo wel 


|  erp:cſſed and ſef out, that the readers 


ſhall bee no leſſe afrayde to heare them, 
then they haue ſhewed themſelucs bold 
and ſtoute to execute and put them in 
pꝛactiſe. 

Amongeſt all other miſchieuous do⸗ letabel a 
inges of women in the olde time, the 2 blou⸗ 
doings of wicked leſabel map take the dy roomane 
Souereigne and chiefe degree , as ene 
that was moſt giuen fo bloud of ail the 


f feminine kinde, who in all kinde of ini⸗ 


quifie and ſinne,dyd outpaſſe the moſt 
vnhumaine murtherers that euer was. 
Fo2 ſher nat beeinge content in cauüng 
Achab the kinge hir huſbande to com⸗ 
mitte Jdolatrye , but made him to be- 
come the moſt cruelleſt @yzaunt of all 
the kinges of IIrael, pꝛouokinge him to 
perſecute and murther the holy Saints 
and P2ophetes of GDD, and her 
dyd delyght ſo much in mans bloud, 
that. hee made no moze account theres - 
:5ff,then of the bloud of b2ute beaſts. 
Wut as foz Ieſabel, ſhe ſcught to deſtroy 
all "I Pꝛophets of the Lozd, n 
P. ij. In⸗ 


e 
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Inſomuch that Obadias the gouernour 
of hir houſe was ſo ſoꝛe diſpleaſed to ſe 
the great flaughter of the Pzophets, that 
he was faine to hide a hundꝛeth of them, 

% 8p fiftie in one Caue and fiitie in an other, 
and to pꝛouide bꝛead +4 water fo2 them, 
and by this meanes to p2cſcrue them 
from the rage and cruell dealinge of 
this bloud thirſtie beaſt, So that 11a, 
that god and holy father, thinking that 
there was none left aliue but he alone, 
of thoſe that foke Gods part, was faine 

ze fo flpe even vnto Horeb, the mounte of 
God. And at the laſt, the moze to encreaſe 

ir crucltie and wicked p2efence , ſhe 
cauſed the inſt Naboth fo bee ſtoned to 
death, bzinginge two falſe witneſſes a” |! 
gaynſt him, men of Belial, to the ende 
his vineyard ſhould bee fozfet and con- 
fiſcate to the king. But the iuſt bloude 
of Naboth ſo vninſtly ſhed,crped befoze 
God fo2 vengeaunce,the which was not 
denyed him. Foz God ſtirred bp Ichu 

Dane the king to puntſh this wicked woman, 
who tauſed hir to be caſt out at a win⸗ 
dow and ſhe was deuoured of Dogs in 
the field of . | 

What 


k 
1 5 


latiſſied with bloud. 
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What ſhall J ſay of Athalia the mo- . 
ther of king Ahaziah , who foz that ſhee >. oy 
ſuffered and mainteyned in hir king- 

dome Jbolatrye and falſe wozſhyppingz 

agapnlſt the honour of God and his 
commaundements , ſhe was therefoze 
Oaine,fo2 ſhe ſceing that hir ſonne was 

dead, bicauſe no other ſhould eniope the 
kingdome, ſhe kept it by ſtrength, exer⸗ 

ciſing moſt cruell tyzanny,fo2 ſhe cauſed 

all the kinges ſe&de to be ſlaine. Where 

with God being diſpleaſed be would not 

ſuffer this tyꝛann long to continue, fo: 

ſcauen years afterward by the cõmaun⸗ 

dement of Ichoiada the high Pzieſt,this 
Tygreſle was put fo death and puntſhed 
acco2ding to hir deſarts, 

But is there any crueltie in p world The barbe + 
that may be compared to the varbarous of T 
and vnhumaine dwoinges of Thomiris, ri. 
quene of Scithia,who after that ſhe had rd. ii. 
gotten p victo2y of Cirus & onercommed 
him, when ſhe had him in hir power ſhe 
cauſeb his head to be cut off and calf it 
into a veſſel of bloud, ſaping, now Cirus 
deinke thy fl, thou that couldſt neuer be 


reer T 


P. iii. The 
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The which fact of hirs was ſo farre 
from humanitie that J cannot read noz 
heare ſpeake of the like. Foz al biſtoꝛies 
repoꝛt that Cirus was as valiaunt and 
as verfuous a Pztnce as any that euer 
lined,fo2 he was inffkruced in tbe lawe 
pf god by his Counſelloꝛ, Daniel y Pꝛo⸗ 
phet, and alſo in all ſach thinges as pcr- 
feined to the adminiſtration of the Em⸗ 
pires and kingdomes that hee gouer⸗ 
ned. 

So tbat the warre that be bad entcr- 
pꝛiſed and taken in hande againſt the 
Scythians was iuſt and right, ſoꝛ it was 
foz no other canie then foz defendinge 
his right, and fo2 to repulie the violence 
of his enimies. bicauſe it is lawfull fo2 

a Peinte to defende the inuaſion of his 
enimpes, and to chaſe them out of his 
kingdome, wherefo2e it appeareth that 
this barberous and bloudy fac of Tho⸗ 
miris, is moze ſet cut to deteſt and al; 
hoꝛre hir inhumanztie aud crueltie, then 


Hemiſh oz deface the honour ard femme 


of this god and berfyons Pꝛince Cirus, 
The tyzannous fac committed # done 
by the cruell Tn wife vnta Marcus 
Ant honius 5 S 


* 
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Anthonius, is no leſſe vituperable then . inn. li. 
the fact of Thomiris , but it ſeemeth ra- C nap. s. ot 
ther moze deteſtable. Foz as muche as pine de As 
Thomiris was barberous both bf natis pun of-. 
on and manners, but Fuluia was a Ro-. 


maine, by reaſon wbereoff ſhe ought to 
haue bene moze humaine and leſſe blou⸗ 
p- DS 5 
But not withſtanding this, ſhee com⸗ 
mitted and ſhewed the greateſt cruelfic 
that euer was heard off , foz after that 
b head of Þ Father of eloquence, Cicero, 
was bzought vnto Marcus Anthonius, 
his great enimp, he made it to be ſet vp⸗ 
pon a fable befoze him, and after that 


he had beheld it a lang time and ſatiſfis 
ed himfelfe vpon this woful ſpectacle, to 


the contentation of his minde:then cau⸗ 


ſing it to be taken away from his ſight, . 3 
the cruell Fuluia(as witneſſeth Dion of of Eutuia, 


Pruciaztoke this ſame head in hir hãds, 


to the which ſhe did ſpeake a thouſande 


iniurious t repzochfull w6zds,x gauc.if 
infinit curſes, atter that, ſhe had ſund2p 
times ſpitte in his fate, then ſhe pulled 
ouf his tongue, the whicbe ſhee pꝛicked 


with Pinnes and Herdelles, untyl 
5 | M. ilii. that | 


28124 
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that with this cruelfic ſher had conten⸗ 
ted hir minde. This hiſtoꝛp bzingeth to 
my reinembꝛaunte an example of 5 yp molt: 
greateſt crueitie of a Spaniſh weman; 
that euer was committed by woman 
kinde, the hiftozp whereoff is moſt am: 
ply and at large ſet out by Bandel in his 
tragical Hiſtozies. This woman wher⸗ 
off we talke was named Violenta , a. 
name not vnfit to hir crueltie,ſhe being 
deceiued by a knight of Spaine , named 
Didaco vnder pꝛetente of Mariage, who 
giuing bis faith and pzomilc vuts bir e 
confirmed the ſame by lpinge together, 
did akterwarde marpe with an other 
Lady. 
The which when olenta did vnder⸗ 
ffad,how he had falſefied his fayth, x be- 
uiled hir, che pꝛactiſed the meane 4 way 
to get him ta hir Houſe againe, ſaping, 
that the would ileep with him t haue his 
cõnanp, t dilſcmblingly ſhe made a bew 
as though ſhe knew nothinge of his mas 
riage with his othruwife : Do that Di- 
daco being enflamed w his natural heat, 
did willingly conſent and accoꝛde, and 
being together they paſſed the dape in 
couns 
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counter fapte embzalings on the behalfe: 
of Violenta, vntil that night was come, 


this poze Didaco miſtruſting no harme 


no2 knowing not of 5 Þ ſecret treaſs 5 lius 
ked in þ botame of þ hart of this blodig 


Medea, thought to haue vſed that pꝛiui⸗ 


tie, (the which may not lawfully be de⸗ 
maunded but in Patrimonye ) but ſhes 
did willpngly graunt his requeſt , (bi⸗ 
cauſe that befoze they had lyen together 
diuers and ſundzy times)vnder coulour 


of Pariadge as it was agreed betweene 


them, and in the pꝛeſence of ſundzy — 
ſons, 

But the deſired reſpite, foz two o: 
th:& houres, that ſhe might take hir reſt 


. and flepefoz to comfozte,hir care and 


the better to withſhande this amozous 
combat pꝛetended. And fapning to take 
hir reſt, ſhe watched the time that Dida⸗ 
co was a ſlcpe. Then with the helpe of 
a chambermayde of hirs , ſhe ſtrangled 
him with a coard. And being altogether » 


bent to rage and furſ$ euen lyke.Meie- The lyke 
ra oz Theſifonia , ſhe gaue him flue oz 
ire wounds with a great knife foz all che Violẽ⸗ 
be was dead. And pet not ſatiſfying bir 


P. v. kellonious 


| 
The diſpraiſe of Women, 
feilomons heart and wicked intent no2 
quenching the burning wꝛath that boys 
ted in bir bꝛeſt, ſhe pulled out his eyes 
with the popnt of hir knife, and confi- 
nuing hir rage, ſhe pulled out his tongue 
and being vnſatiable in hir crueltie, he 
opened his ffomacke and pulled out his 
very heart from his place, then raging 
ano ſeaſing vppon the dead bodye as a 
famiſhed Lyon vppon his pꝛape, there 
was almoſt no part of the body to the 
which thee gaue not ſore wounde. 
Finallp after that ſhe had glutted hir 
ſelfe with this cruell ſpeducle, ſhe with 
hir handemapde tumbled the dead bodp 
out of hir chamber windowe into the 
fireete,that it might bee ſeene the nerte 
day of all the paſſers bg. The which 
when they bchelde being ffriken with 
feare, they could, not iudge noꝛ diſcern 
whoſe body it ſhould be, it was ſo man⸗ 
gled and chaunged. Bat notwihſtanding 
at the [aſi this murther being conkelled 
and bꝛought to lyſt by bir owne ſeife, 
the puniſhment followed , ſuch as ſye 
had deſerued, Foz ſhe was condempned 
ko dye, and executed in the * or « | 
8 
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the Duke of Calabria ſonne vnto fre: 
dericke Bing of Aragon, Butalltheſs se 
cruelties befoze ſhewed ſeme lyttle in 


' compariſon of the wicked fellony of the 


Empeeſſe Irenia, committed to the pers No fucke 
ſon of hir ſonne Conſtantine the ſixte ireniathe 
Emperour, the which was not as the o- „elagang 
thers, agaynſt their enimyes, oꝛ againſt nir tonne 
thoſe by whom they had receiued iniu⸗ J neren 
ryes,but this ſhee Wolfe oz Zyareſſe, 

agapnſt all duetie of humanitie, and a⸗ 

gaynſt all naturall right, both dinine E 
humaine, alſo wozlſe then the bzate 
beaſts, the which will neuer doe harme 

noꝛ iniurꝝ to their young ones. Sheꝛ 

made the ſame Conſtantine hir ſonne to 

dye in pꝛiſon moſt milerablp, after that 

che had cauſed bis eyes to bee put out, 

of whoſe innocencie the firmamtt bare 

ſuch lamentable witneſſe,thaf the Dun 

was eclipſed ſenenteen dates,yca it was 

ſo eclipſed t darkened v the ſhips p were 

on þ ſea wer in great daũger, ( þcomon * 


taltze went 5 this obfcuritie & darkenes 
- happened foꝛ Þ great wꝛong © iniury Þ 


this raging Tygreſſe had committed in 


© the perſon of the Emperour hir ſonne. 


The 


4 


4 
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Tuc ervel - The barbarous crueltie of the wife 
tie of the of Androwe Ring of Prouentia, is no 
_ An leſſe deteſtaple: who by the helps of 
king oi Pro fome of hir chambermayves , did hang 
w. and firangle the ſayd Androw hir huſ- 
bande. 

Te ED But pet Ariadus wife to the Empe⸗ 
tis ol Aria» roux Zenon committed greater felony 
nthe perſon of hir huſbande, who ha⸗ 
_ * uing bppona dape taken mo2e d2incke 
then be was accuſtomed, c be. ing theres 
with dꝛonken, was by the commaunde⸗ 
ment of hir carped alpue and quicke ins 
to his tombe and graue, foꝛ to diſgeſt 
bis wine, wherein the made him to cons 
tinue and farye ſo long that hee dyed 
al well foz hunger, as foz wante of 

apꝛe. 
The thing hadde bene follerable if 
this crueltie had remained only in theſe 
barbarous & heathe wome,but we read 
of (ome of late daies in Chꝛiſtian kings 
doms 5 haue ben equall to the in all crus 
The creer, iti. Fredegunda & Bronchant(among þ 
tear Frede Frenchmen) naming themſelues Chats 
plan: ftian women, may be compared to any 
of thele befoze in reſpec of _ foz 

there 
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there was neuer none that became ene⸗ 


my to Fredegunda but that at the laſt 
they repented: : F02 the hath bene (o far 
out of oꝛder in the execution of hir res 
uengementes, that with greate payne 
would ſhe be contented to ſœ the deaths 
of thoſe that ſhe bated, And the perſccus 
fed many Innocents molt cruelly , and 
cauſed an Archbiſhop to be llaine in ſays 
ing dinine ſeruice. 

Brunehant by poyſon cauſed Theos 
doric to dye, 8 Ge became ſo cruell that 
Clothaire the ſeconde, fo2 hir truelties 
which wer incomperable made hir to be 
dꝛawne at a hozſe taile and moſt ſhame⸗ 
fully to be put to death. | 

It J ſhoild ſtande to deſcribe and ſet 
out at large the truell and deteſtable dos 
ings, of one now lyuing aſwell agaynſt 
bir owne huſbands as agaynſt others, 4 
might of hir alone beginne a larger dil⸗ 
courſe then of all thoſe that J haue bes 
foze touched, but foz that the niemozye 
thereof is freaſh knowne in a manner 
vnto vs all, J will leaue hir barbarous 


; dealyngs fo the Judgement of almighs 
* tieGD D, but ſurely if hir lybertte 


t2cugh 


"0X 
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thꝛougb Gods pꝛouidence had not bene 
reſtrapned, and ſhe ſent miraculouſly 
into this Realme, J ſuppoſe hir wicked⸗ 
nefſe would haue far exceeded Iezahel, 
Athalia, Thomiris, Fuluia, Violenta, 
Irenia, and all the reſt bekoze named. 


Of women Heretickes and of 
what Heriſies they haue bene 
the occaſion. Cap. 7. 
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A Pong the pzayſes of women that is 
giuen vnto them by v famous and 
learned French writer Peter Bouaiſte⸗ 
aw, Lo2de of Launay, àmongeſt other 
things hee maynteineth p women haue 
neuer bzought errour noꝛ lect into the 
Church of God, But we muſt rather 
thinke then other wiſe that when this 
learned man was walifing the excellen⸗ 
ties of women, he was ſo pzofonnvly gi⸗ 
uen to extoll their pꝛapſes that then her 
was not mindefull of that which Baint 
Tohn þ Apoſtle wziteth in in þ .2, chap. 
of his Apocalips, to þ meſſenger of the 
Congregation 
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_ called hir ſelfe a falſe Pꝛopheteſſe, to 


. ies haue bene rapſed and put fozward 


1 
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Congregation of Thiatira, ſaying, Þ 
haue a few things agaynſt the, bicauſe 
thou ſuffereſt v woman Iezabel, which 


teach t to deceiue my ſeruaũts,to make 
tem committe foznicatton, and to eate 
meate offered vp to Idolls. The Apo⸗ 
file by this Iezabel vnderſtandeth ſeme 
woman that weulde bzing in ſome ſecte - 
02 hereſie into the Church of God. 

Now although it is rare and ſeldeme zz... be- 
knowne that women haue bzougbt er⸗ relics nau 
rours into the Churche, bicanſe they pra key | 
are not permitted to ſpeake in p congre- ine neipe ot 
gation noz to miniſter about holype en. 
things. Neuertheleſſe there are found 
a great number of them that haue bens 
Peretickes, and maynfeined mcft great 
and dampnable hereſies. 3 

And this is certefiev vs by Sapnct ? Hieran 
Hierome who wziting agapnſt the Pe⸗ 
lagiens , doth affirme that many heres 
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thozoughe the apde and meanes of 
womenne, the whiche coulde not beg 
without thepz pꝛeuocation. 


And foz this cauſe, he calleth them pwze 


miſerable 
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miſerable women laden with ſinne, led 

. and gupded through diners cogitations 

and euil thoughts p which are alwayes 
learning ſomewhat , but they can neuer 

come no2 atfeine fo the knowledge of 

the truth: ſo then it appeareth that wo⸗ 

men haue bene the occaſion of hereſies. 

Symon the It is laid that Symon Magus the en⸗ 
enchancor- Chaunto2 rapſed vp an hereſie being 
therevnto pꝛouoked and helped by one 

Nicol: ® Hellin an harlof, Nicholas of A ntioch, 
giuen to all filthie vncleanencfſe had 

Marcis the great company of women, Martion that 
hererickee Mereticke ſent to Rome befoꝛe he came 
thether a woman, fo2 to tourne the 

mindes of thoſe whome he pꝛetended to 

deceiue and to caſt into the pitte of er⸗ 

Appeti®®  rour . Appelles had a woman named 
menaz his Philomena which was a copanio of his 
Prüca and Wickeddottrines, Priſca and Maximil- 
Maximilla la rich women wer the cauſe why Mon⸗ 
maineeinis tanus that bꝛagged he had Þ holy Ghoſt, 
of Monteas did infect many churches. Donat ſedus 
Boat ene ted à greate number of men in Africa 
bereticke by the meanes of Lucilla a common wo⸗ 
Agzpz man. Jn Spayne Agapa did guyde the 
poze blynde Ellipides into the pitte and 

95 caue 
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aue al errour. I nlomuch that ſaint Hie⸗ 
rome cconcludeth that the miſtery of ini: 
gquitie is done and accompiſhed by both . 
kindes. 
The. eccleſiafticall Piſtozye maketh menen 
mention of Zotecus ths Bishop of Ca 
maiia,how he made the ſpirit of errour 
that was in Maxemilla to ceaſe, ſhews 
ing and. declaring. inanzfeſtiye that hir. 
ſduthlaping and diuination was melt. 
falſe, as when ſhe woulbe. fozetell. and 
ſhew of greaf-and. perilous warres to 
be. cuen at hand, pet fo: all bir ſaping, 
tbere came none, foz the woꝛlde was in 
peace and tfanguiulitie fo2 the ſpace and 
time of thirtene.years after this pꝛedic⸗ 
tion, and when this fautaſticall woman 
ſaid, that ſhe pꝛophecied, Zoticus the Bi⸗ 
ſhop caliſed the ſpirite that was within 
hir ta ceaſe and tokepe llence, Epiphay. Li.; towe. X 
nius a Biſhop, in his boke that he made werel s 
againſt heriſies, ſhewweth' of a great ſus, 
perffifion.« hereſie that was ſometimes 
raiſed taper the name of the virgin Ma- 


ry, by certein women of Arabia, of Thras 
cCia, of Scithia, Þ which women would 
take a ſquare dle, in manner and fo2me 


- N. of. 
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| of a Table the whiche chouldg bee 


couered with a fapꝛe white Ipnnen . 4 


cloth ſpꝛead vpon the ſame a certem day 
in the veare, vpon the which they ſette 
bꝛead, the which they participate among 
tbem all, and offer it vnto the virgine 
_ in honour of hir . And this is 

repꝛoued in them as a wicked and 
damnabie hereũe, alſo it apperfeyneth 
not to any owe woman whatſocuer, al⸗ 
though the& ber of neuer fo holp a lpfe, 
to haue the 'vſe and miniſtering cf holy 
thinges,but ſhe is cemmaunded to kepe 
ſilence and to holde hir peace in the 
Congregation and Church of God. By 
this vie may ſe, p women haue bought 
in errours and haue bene heretickes 
themſelnes. Foz when they gde about 
to degenerate and fail from their natu- 
al inclination, and giue ouer themſelues 
to their owne affedions they become 
not otiely cquall tomen in ſuperffition 

and in other thinges, but allo 

they haue farre exceded and 
outpaſſed them in all 
kinde of bere⸗ 
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¶ Of the vnchaſt and looſe lyfe of ſome 
Vuomen. Cap. 8. 15 


E are now karre entered into the 
| filthy and vnclean ſtable of Augeas, 
ſceing p we are come to the lothſome and 
vnchaſt life of ſome women, p which al- 
though they haue the key of honour in 
their hands, vet neucrtheles leauing bo⸗ 
nour and fo2gefting the duetie of their 
conſcience,they let themſelues be led - 
guided where vertue # reaſon is repug⸗ 
ned and reiected. In ſuth manner p the 
fame of their lewde lining is come and 
ſpꝛead euen in this age, wherin there are 
found fo many womẽ, that haue ſet their 
honour at naugbt, left it at randal, and 
are betome ſo vncontinẽt, p if all p parts 
and members of my body were conuer⸗ 
ted t turned into kongues, it would not 
be foꝛ al that,ſufficient fo; mezfo2 to ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſe the leaſt part cf their vnchaſt and 
wicked doings, ſpetially of thoſe p plant 
hoꝛnes in their huſbandes heades, of 
whoſe craftie and deceitfull dealinges, 
Bocas in the ſeatienth Joznall of his 
| Derne! ſs at-large ſpoken off, 
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as by his inſtruction it appeareth, there 
be many ſuch lpke, whether it bar ep⸗ 
ther thozough loue oz to auopde anye 
flaunder, lyke to the women of Ames 
rica, that goe ſtarke naked without any 
ſhame, But bekoze J take in hand to 
ſpeak of thoſe in our time, 4 wil firſf des 
clare and ſhew the diloꝛzdinate loues of 
ſome in times paſt, to ſee who haue 
excelled others in ſuch kinde of folly. 
Purinis by And fixſt J will beginne with the 
giuing oner fayze Phrinia, who thoꝛough the-loſc- 
vir bear ro neſſe of hir body, and giuing it ouer to 


whoredom 


got fuch a fleſhly deſires, dpd get and gather foge- 
mu gn ther ſuch a ſũme t maſſe of Poneys, lhe | 


ney 5 she 


oſtered to offer ed to repapze and builde vppe the 
wall ar Feat length of the walles of the Ci⸗ 
Thebes, fie of Thebes, the which in circuite and 
compaſſe hadde one hundzeth gates... 

This J ſay the offered, without aſking | 

any other recompenee- of the Citizens, 

but onely that. they. woulde ſuffer- hir 

name fo bæ engrauen foz a memozye 


of hir doinges in certepne places: of : 


the wall, with this deniſe and-faying. / 

Alexander hath thzowne OT. | 

Phrinia hath "— vp. 55 BE : 
3 i 


= i 3 


| NY 
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It is a thing no leſfe to be wondered 
and meruayled at, the which Herodotus Ons of the 
ſheweth, that one of the Piramides of of Aegype 
Aegypt, was ediſied and butlded of the went e 
gaine that pzoceded of the vnchaſt body ney 5 pro⸗ 


ceeded of 8 


; of the daughter of king Cleops,who de- impudicirie 


maunded no other thinge of them that ofa yourg 
lape with hir, but onely one ſtone, W 
But who woulde not meruaple of 
thoſe, that coulde make the moſt reno⸗ 
med Philoſophers in p woꝛlo to ſwarue 
and fall. Foz Socrates was not fo well wh Kad 
armed with his ſcience, that he coulde 
kep hunſelle from amoꝛotis flames and 
paſſions that Aſpaſia the harlot did pꝛe⸗ 
ſent vnto him. | 
Archenaſia after that ſhee hab giuen 
ouer hir ſelfe in bir youth to all com⸗ ne 
mers, and being foꝛſaken in hir age, ſhe | 
coulde fo2 all that ſo flatter æ blinde the 
eyes of the diuine Plato, that he not ane⸗ 
ly loued hir, but alſo lamented that 


he could not ryd himleife and abffeine 


from louing fo olide © withered an Hars 


lot. And Hermia did fo well ename As Ari 


riſtotle in hir fone, that he conſumed by tis Hermia, 


theſight of hir, when he was with dir. 


ut Lais 


I he diſpraiſe of Women. 

Lais the moſt renomed harlok that 
euer was, woulde vaunt and make hir 
boaſt, that the moſt famous Philoſo⸗ 
phcrs went to hir ſchole and became in 
loue with bir, foz ſhce was ſo perfecly 
accompliſhed with beautie and other 
graces and fauours of nature, and ſhee 
dyd ſing fo plcaſanntly , that there was 

no man but was rauiſhed with hir voice 
and bcautie,the which ſhe ſhewed and 
gaue to vnderffand by experience, when 
the ſo charmed king Pyrhus and other 
great and mightie Lozdes , that they 
conſumed and dyed by hir, and ſh& ſo 
well knew how to pzofite by hir loues, 
that ſhe ſo polled hir loucrs that ſhee 
left the nothing but onecly their vopces 
fo2 fo declare their paſſions, This Lais 
was daughter to a Pꝛieſt of the Tem⸗ 
ple of Apollo, who was ſo expert in ma⸗ 
gicke, that ftrayght after the byath of # 
his daughter, he foꝛeſhewed hir perdi- | 
tion. 

The Italian Flora, who ſwas young 
fayze and rich, foꝛ that ſhe put hir honoꝛ 
and gaue ouer bir bodyeeto thoſe that 
would pap wel, _ to common people, 

but 
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but onely to Bꝛintes and great L92des, 
the which che deceinedand caught them 
in hir net by the ſwcotneſle of hir elo⸗ 
quece,t the at hir gate had a table hang- 
ing wherm was witten, Ring, Pzince, 
Dictatoꝛ, Cõſul, Cenſour, Biſhop;z Nue- 
ſtoz; may enter herein. Alſo Lamia has Lamia 
uing calf hir wanton exe vpon king De⸗ 
metrius, ſhee ſo caught him in hir ſnare; 
P be liued onely tho2cugh hir, inſomuch 
that lie foꝛſaked his wife Euxonia foz to 
follow this amozous harlof Lamia. 

But what ſhal we ſay of p vnſhame⸗ 
faſt and deteſtable doinges cf Anila, of Agila. 
whom it is ſapd that Eumedes ſolde his 
veale fleſh derer in his Shambels, then 
this infamous and ſhameleſſe harlot did 
the innocent virgins in hir houſe. Bow 
lothſome is it to heare ſpcake of p impu⸗ 


dicitp ol Thuringia, who bp a day wold Traringia, 


did cali for 


fall to counting of bir louers, E fo2 that a 
ſhe could not count them with hir fin- peaſe to 


gers, the called fo2 a buſhell of peaſe to fert hing 
count them with. J will leaue ſpeaking 
of Paſiphila, Nico, Gnathena , and 
innumerablt others that in their lyfe 
time, dyd no other thinge then make 

N. ii, p2wfc 
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pꝛofe and fryallof what temper pdarts 

of lone were, the whiche ſuflered them⸗ 

ſelues to take rote. in vnlawiutl x diſ⸗ 
honeſt loue, that the fruit that pzeceded, 

became altogether y cezrupting of their 
perſons, and nowe will J ſay ſomewhat 

of the unpudencie of p Romain dares, 

the which hadde their honour and god 

name in fo ſmall eſtimation, that they 

a Senitship Were not aſhamed to haue a Parkment 
of vvomen and Henateſhippe ot women that were 
Rome. impudent and wicked, the which made 
lawes x oꝛdinaunces touching the fact of 
loue t of who2bome,to the great diſhc⸗ 

nour of the eſtate of holy wedlsck. In y 

which Senate of Parlottes, the chiefe 
p2eſident was, Semyamira, the wyie of 
Heliogabelus, the filthy and abhomnina- 

ble Emperour. The o2dinaunccs and 

lawes that were o2depned and made in 

this diueliſh and whoꝛiſh Senate, 3 

doe abho2re fo rehearſe, although they 
be deſcribev and ſet out at large by one - 

Peter Crynnet , in his bokcs of honeſt 
diſcipline,fo2 the declaring thereof, is fo 
diſhonett;that it had bene better not to 
haue waſted ynke ans paper about it. 
. 2 E But 
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Wut who would not alſo wonder ok 
the vnſhamekaſt doing of Leoncia, who Leoncu: 
toke vppon hir moſt pꝛeſumptiouſip to 
wꝛite and make bokes againſt the lear⸗ 
ned Theophraſtus foz the appꝛouing of 
foꝛnication and whozedome agapnſt 
the holy o2dinaunces ok mariage. 

Why was alſo the infamous Venus vvny ve⸗ 
taken foz agodveſſe among the olde and a v3 | 
auncient Jdolaters , but ohely foz that goadene. ; 
inthe Jlande of Cypres , ſh& was the 
firſt amongſt women, that inuented and 
attempted to bzeake the bondes of holy 
wedlocke, and cauſed the maypdes fo get 
their dow2te money , by gluing auer 
their bodyes, a p2ay to all commers. 

The which beeing knowne by that 
famous hariofte Rhodope , ſhe cauſed Rnodope. 
hir toue to be ſo p:ofitable,that the ga⸗ =? 

thered together ſo much riches by gluing 
ouer hir bodye, p the eauſed to be made 
and buylded the third Pyramides of the 
Aegyptians, 

And Thais of Corinthia did fo As Thais, 
nayte in hir youth , that the gaue vuer 
hir body to none but to Kings, Pzinces, 
and great Logbs, | | 


N. b. ar 
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ante 1 But Maſſalina wife vato the Ems 
eve moſt m. perour Claudus did excœde in impuden⸗ 


= d e, cle and diſhondur all the harlettes and 


== ry23 common women that wer in the world. 
Foz vpon a day ſhe went to the ſtewes 
and cauſed to be choſen out the moſt fa⸗ 
mous Courtiſan that was in the ſtewes 
and made hir impudicitie fo contende 
and ſtriue with hirs, but Maflalina wan 
the pꝛice, foꝛ ſhe had ſuſtcined and ens 
dured the compaup of .25, Ruffiang 
moze then the Courtiſan in beaſtly pleas 
ſure, in ſuch ſoꝛt Þ it is ſapd of hir that 
the came from the ſtewes not ſatiffied 
no2 ſufficientlye ccnfented with the 
companye of men. 

Semphronia notwithffanding tdat 
the was learned aſwell in the Greeke 
as in the Latine tongues was neuer- 
tbeleſſe moſt impudent. 

Sappho the inuentrite of the Saphick 
berſes was in loue with Phaon, & coulo 
not be withdꝛawne from hir voluptu⸗ 
ous lone fo2 all hir knowledge, no moze 
then Leoncia that was in lone with the 
Pbiloſopher Methtodore, 


But if ſufficed not thoſe women fo 
runne 
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runne into their owne deſtruction, buf yay vat 
the milchiefeis come to ſuch ende, that 1 3 
they haue ſo bewitched men with their vadone ma 
laſctuions loue, that they haue left vn⸗ 1 — . © 


done many faire and excellent deedes „ have bene 


and not attayned to them, being ſnared madethrale = 


d ſub 
in the ſnares Et chayned in the chaines _ — 


of loue. e. 

Pea the moff renomed in knowledge, 
and the moſt valpant and woꝛthy in 
tunes paſt, As Methridates was in 
Pontus, Hanibal in Capua, Cæſar in 
Alexandria, Demetrius in Grecia, Mar⸗ 
cus Antonius in Aegypt. 

Alſo Hercules did leaue great enters 
pꝛiſes foz the lone of Vola, that withs . 
dꝛew him, and he became a ſeruaunt 
to Omphalia, to ſerue hir as a cham⸗ 
bermayde, 

Achilles fozſaked the battayle, fo 
the lone of Polixena, Circes kept VIiſ- 
ſes fo2 going into his countrey , Claus 
dus did remayne pꝛiſoner fo2 the loue of 
Virginia, Cæſar was ffayed by Cleos 
patra, who alſo dealt - vnſaytbfally with 
bir huſbande Marcus Antonius. 

= | Tiberius 


— — 4 ot e- _—_— 


The diſpraiſe of Women. 
Is Tiberius the Emperour did eſpouſe 


ens in pref, and mary Iulia, the daughter of Augu⸗ 


EB ſtus, who neuertheleſſe was ſo inka⸗ 
Tra ns mous by hir diſozdinate and manifeſt 
veyle. "5 whozedomes that the ſayd Tiberius fo2 
that he durft not accuſe hir, nepther 
_ © challice noz co2rec hir, noz cauſe hir to 
refrayne,he went to Rhodes, and there 
kept himlelfe, not without great ſhame 
and infamy to his name and daunger of 
bis lyfe. 

Marcus Aurelius the famous Bhi 
loſopher and valiant Emperour, did take 
= impu- to wife Fauitina the daughter of An- 
Tauſtina, thonius Pius, the moſt impudent of all 
ene ano. women next to Popillia the daughter ot 
ol Popilla. Marke, who vppon a time being aſked 
| why that bꝛute beaſts doe not receyue 
the male but at one time of the yeare, + 
= Aa woman at all times and ſeaſons, That 
is ſlupde ſhe bitauſe they be but beaſtes 
without iudgement, reaſon and vnder⸗ 
ſtanding. Now ſeeing y women do fo2- 
get God their maker, t that they ſuffer 
themſelues to be ledde whether ore 

own ſenſuall defires doth moue and p20 


noke them, and alſo doe loaſe the dands 
and 


G DD, to the ende, that the diſho⸗ 
neſt and vuchaſt doings ok this wic⸗ 


QC 


gender at ten peares of age, | 
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and lette flippe the bꝛidell, to all kinde 
of vayne and wanton loue, ſhe becoms 8 1 
meth wozſe then the vntamed and lenſes | 
leſſe bꝛute beaſts; | 

Whereoff' Hapnct Hierome repea⸗ an impus 
feth an crample: 'wozthye of remem⸗ adders: 
bꝛaunce in an Epiſtle that he wziteth to greater rb 
Vital a Pzreft, ſaping that there was a ö 
woman foz charities ſake, toke a man order vy a 
childe out ot. an hoſpitall, the which ſhe — —_— 
nouriſhed as hir owne pꝛoper ſonne, and age. 
had him ta lye with hir euer nighte in S. Hicrome 
hir bedde, the which childe when it was 
come ta the age of tenue veares, ſhin + + 
was fiitev-with ſuch incontmencie, that WE 
the iopned with-bim-carnally., 2 

In ſuch manner, that agaynſt all 
nature and oꝛder ſhe betame great witz 
childe, although that Nature doth not 
permitte naꝛ ſuffer, that man mape en⸗ 


But this was the permiſtion of | | 


ked woman might cometolyght aud ber 

manifeſt fo the whole wozld, : 

e Munſther in his Coſmos 
graphic 


3 % 
P 
i 


The impus 
decy of Mas 
ry of Aras 
30n. 
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graphie, w2itcth of Mary of Aragon 
wife to the Emperour Otho the thirde, 
who was lo unpuder,y ſhe caried about 
o2Tinarily w hir a young man clothed 


in womes raiment, with whom ſhe had 


| wickedneſſe ffiii,4 was alſo af the laſt. 


company euery day, vntil that the Ems 
peronr hauing knowledge thereoff, 


cauſed him to be burnt , but he pardo - 
ned his wife. 


Neucrtbeleſſe ſhe continned in hir 


burned. J will not ſtande to repeate 
biſtoztes of cur tune, of ſuch as haue 
reſembled Shoryes wife that pleaſaunt 


cont ubine, whoſe ende was very ſhame - 
and beggerry foz al: thee was a Kings: 


Paramour. 


Neither of the fay2e Annes that was 
Concubine vnto 5ᷣ French! king Charles 


the ſeuenth, but ſhe ſo p2offted by hir 


loue, that ſhe made hir. will and te ſta⸗ 


ment when (he dyed , that it came to 


ſixtie thouſande Crownes, which max | 


be ctghteene thouſand pounds fteripng, 


and alſo ſhe made all hir kindzed 
rich. 

J Wil conclude this matter with the 
biſtozp 


B 
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beſtoꝛ; r Pharon king of Acgy pt, the x meatte 
which Pens blynde the ſpace of ten nidtorie 


of Acs 


reares, but he did aſke counſaple of the — yas 


£2acte foz to know if that there were. dlunde, es 


whome cos 


no remedy foꝛ to recouer his fight el vg. 


To whom aunſwere was made that ven for to 
his fight was to be retouered with was eue 0 
ching his eyes with a womans vine vvach his 


eyes ry 
that neuer had carnal company with no n, — 


other, but with bir owne hul⸗ that neuer 


— carnall 
bande. company 


He being retourned to his Pallaice vvith any 
thought firſt to pꝛoue it in his owne dr ven 
wife, but it would not ſerue his tourne, aud rear 
then he tryed a great number of others Puue de 
but all in vapne. „ 

And {o manye was tryed ; that at | 
the laſt there was fond beit me a- 
tone the which had not bzoken hir 
faythe and pꝛomiſe in maryage, - 
Whome Pharon did take to wife , has 
uinge by bir meanes recouered his 
ſigbt. 

And her cauſed his other wife to 
be burned, and all the others, 
whole vzynes in vayne be hands 


* kryed 


In 
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In conſideration whereoff Aunti⸗ 
ent Romaines minding to bzidell the in- 
tontinencie of their wines , ep gaue 
aͤuthoꝛitie to men that ſhoulo take them 
with ſuch a faulte, to depziue theire 
- wines of their yes , the which Lawe 
did ſo tame thoſe that were inſolent wo- 
men, that the fearc cf deathe didde af- 
wage and quench their dilogdinate de⸗ 
fire, | 


COf women. 3 and of 
their Sorceries and Witch⸗ 
5 craftes. . 


4 4 „ 
þ * ' LE SS # 
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5 _ that women are moze curi⸗ 
ous to ſearch and know ſecrets, and 
8 moze giueij to vapne ſuperſtition then 
3 men, they are therfo:e the moꝛe eaſie to 
vicar bie beguyled and deceyucd by wicked 
then men. ſpirites, and by this meanes they, 
ate moze enclpned to Sozcerie and 
Writchcrafte, thꝛough whole meanes, 
the Dinell hath oftentymes . gruen 
aunſwere. As appeared in Delphos, | 
where there was a cane vetye dape, 
any 
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and when any came to aſke counſayle V Vomen 
of the Dzacle, a woman would it in a fvere 1a 
chaire abone the cane and woulde fell 2clphos te 
thinges to come, and in the meane time, anale 
ther pꝛoceded from the caue 02 pit great vin the 
ſmoake, with thundering and windes, l. 


then alter wards, ſuch Onꝛacles and aun⸗ 


'ſweres were regiſtred and put in wꝛi⸗ 


ting by the Pꝛieſts of Apollo, & bitauſe 
that ſuch reuelations were doubtful and 
might bee vnderſtanded two manner of 
wapes, the diuell dyd the eaſier decepue 
mankinde and beguple the wozide by 
theſe doubtkull aunſweres of theſe wo⸗ 
men, 

Me read in p Scripfure of a woman nsr 
in Endor, Þ had the ſpirit of dinination 
and ſouthſaping, who called vp the ſpirit 

of Samuel that was dead, the which ſhe 
did by hir ſozcery t witchcraft, not that 
thee rayſed vp the ſpirite of the Pꝛophet 


Samuel, but the ſpirte of the diuell that 


obteined the fruite of this deceite of his. 


c 


by the Dozcery of this Witch, who was 


an inſtrument foz Sathan the Di - 


nell. - 
Euſebius in his pꝛeperation fo the 
D, Ool⸗ 


— 


— 
. — _- 
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Sacha tore COlpell doth recite that the wicked ſpi⸗ 
acquaintice Tit was ſo familiar amongſt the heathe, 
a7 yin that vnder the name of Hecata a witch, 
che name of he hath offentimes giuen anſweres and 
— fozeſhewed things to come to thoſe that 
men 5 mix Would inuocate & cal bpon Hecata, But 
ea cereeine that which J go about now to rehearſe 
vvieheneſe Woulde ſerme to be a very fable and vn⸗ 
den dane ktue, it if were not certiſted by Saint 
to loch as Auguſtine, that is, that there were in 
paſed by, his time in Italy, certeine women, the 
vverecon- Which would giue to ſuch as paſſed by, 
uereed inco certeine poiſons mixed w cheeſe, wheres 
off fo ſone as they had taſted & eaten, 
they were tranſfozmed and turned into 
Mares, and carped burthens vpon their 
backes when they were loden. At Pauia 
ther was vpon a.5 0.02, 60,yeares ago, a 
Soꝛcerer, the which could neither wzite 
no: reade, vet notwithſtanding by hir ſe- 
crete Arte, ſhee knew all that was done 
in the citie, although it were neuer ſo 
ſecret. 

JI haue hearde ſape, that at the Citie 
of Paris vpon an eightcene peares paſt, 
there was a certeine perſonage of 

greate learninge that read openlye in. 
SEP ſchwles, 
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ſchwles, and hee wonlde .cerfeynely bee The canes; 
clare.manye times that his Mother, 2 
whome her called Ichocana, which had reader in 
neuer learned Greeke, Hebrewe; noz theſe ayer 
Latine no anpe other language no2 — of 
letter in the bone, pet notwithſtanding _ _ 
hir knowledge was fo greate and e⸗ ther creeks 
mynent in the ſame, that touchinge Ran 
diuine matters, and ſ:crefe doctrine tor al that 
that hath bene hidde ſince theſe thee —— = 
thouſand peares, and known but fo the $criptures 
ſeauentye two intrepꝛetozs of Moſes, 
and vnknowne vnto the Latines, when 
bee fourned the Zohar , whiche is a 
bery harde boke wzitten in Hebtewe, 
and contepning the auncient and moſt 
cerfeyne and ſure doctrine Euangeli⸗ 
call, the whiche hee dyd reade but cer- 
tepne times, but his Bother dyd ers 
pounde if vnto him, and inferpzeted 
the meaninge thereoff, and ſhee ſayde 
that it was the ſpirite of GD D 
that dyd reueale it vnto hir, and alſo 
that Bahir and the Recanari boks wold 
teach him the retf, And he affirmed 

that the: exerciſe of this Ichocana his 
Pother was chielelpe at Venice 

he - any 


o 


Canidia, 
$egapenae 
A glaonice. 
Alruna, 


MM 


Aulugelus. 


Ii. 12. cap. 7. 
of his atti- 
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, And befoze at Padua. But what he ment 
" by this Iehocana it could not bekndwn, 
but that ſome iudged that it was ſome 
woman Dozcerer that reucaled all 


this vnto him, although ſhe coulde ney⸗ 


ther weite noz read. But yet notwith⸗ 
ſtanding ſhe knew much moꝛe of things 
then euer did Canidia, Sagapena, oz As 
glaonice, daughter to Acmon that pul- 
led the Mone ont of the Skp, oz Alrus 
na that fozeſhewed ſo many thinges to 
king Marconir , that is to wit, howe hee 
ſhoulde rule and gouerne, and befoze 
whome ſhe cauſed fo appeare a hozri- 
ble and griſip fight . But all theſe are 
but pe Jdeofs in reſpect of this Icho⸗ 
Cana, 

Tbere is an other manner of wo- 
men Mitches, which are much to ber 
feared,p which wil giue poiſons fo thoſe 
that do eſteme of thern,and make them 
pine to death, and fo this matter 
Aulugelus repeateth a iudgement that 
was giut by Arcopagites of Athens, a- 


call nights gàinſt a womã that was accuſed to haue 
killed hir hulband, in this manner. It is 


ſapd y a woman Dozcerer was bought 
befoze 
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befqze Cneus Dolabella in the time that 
he was Pꝛoconſull and Liuetenant in 
Aſia, which woman was accuſed that 


the had killed hir ſecond huſband that 


ſe had marped, the which ſhe conkelled 
was very true, but hee himſeike had firlt 


miniſtered the octaſion, bycaule that as | 


gapnſt all right and reaſon,he hav kils 


led hir onelx ſenne,which ſhe hadve by 
hir firſt huſband, x that the very ariefe 
that ſhe had recepued fo2-p-facn,did.cauſe 


hir fo. wozke this miſchiefe agarn(t 
hir ſeconve haſbande, by hir art of Ma⸗ My 
gicke. After that Dolabella had hear 
hir confeſſion, he woulde not iudge hir 5 


but ſent hir examination to the Areopa⸗ 


gites, equall Judges and reputed fas che 
maſt tuſteſt Judges in the wozld; who 


by their iudgement gane ſenfence that 
after that a- hundzeth peares were er⸗ 


T he iudges 
ment of the 


pired ; the. accuſer of this woeman gr 


es vpon a 


and the alſo, ſhoulde _”_ agayne omi witch 


fog to bane ryght ſhewed. 


| And by this meanes be was no! 
. Snelye-quitte of hir Mitchcraſt, foz 


the whiche by the lawes ſhe had de⸗ 
f ſerued death, but alſo ſhee was not pu⸗ 
O. iii. niſhed 


"I ** * 


—— 4 


— „ 


I ! be diſpraiſe of Women, 
niſhed bycauſe that bis mildwinge ded 

merite and deſerue pardon. 5 
Munſther in his Coſmographie 
The bam, maketh mention of the wyfe of one 
rour Otho named Creſcence, who pꝛeſented Oz 


the third bi tho the Emperour with a pape of 


a paire of 


poiſoned Gloues, the which after b he had ſmel⸗ 


siones. les to, her dyed by the fo:ce of the poy- 
ſon wherwith the ſard gloues were in 
fected, 


nav, _ And.Gawyn rehearſeth of an 3⸗ 
burntby mage of ware whiche was made by 
kings  Witchcrafte, repꝛeſentinge the French 


_— kinge Charles de Valois , foz to. make 
Image o him dye and conſume and pine awaye 


— by a lingeringe deathe, enen as the 


craft and foz this: canis wer Was bur⸗ 


And of theſe fo fozte of Witches: as ; 


it dothe daylye appeare there are a 


munter in — ono cf Enge⸗ 


lane, 


Image of Uare beinge ſette neere 
the fire ſhoulde conſume and waſt a⸗ 
wape, and this was pꝛocured by the 
meanes of a woeman named Clau⸗ 
da -wyfe vnto one named Panior ſuſ⸗ 
pecteb to be a Witch , vſinge Mitch⸗ 


3: 
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lande, and they haue conſumed manye , 
as Well noble men as others, thoꝛough 
this fozmer kinbe of dealinge , as wee 
mape daplpe ſe by erperyence by 
ſuche as haue bene conſumed , and 
there are few Aſſiſes nowe a dayes,buf 
that ſome foz Witchcraft are conuic⸗ 
fed and condempned fo dye in euerye 
there and countrey. 
The woemen in times pal that 
were giuen fo this Diuelliſhe Arte, 
dyd wozſhippe the firſt inuentrice of 
the ſame as a Goddeſſe, which was Hes 
cata,and hir daughter Circes,the which ö 
Philoſtratus nameth the Goddeſſe of Heuches 
diuinations, to the whiche alſo their Sorcerer» 
Siſter Medea was not vnequall. 
Likewiſe in Rome this venemous 
and poyſoned Arte was ſo powzed out, 
in the dapes of the Conſulles Marcus 
Claudus, Marcellus, and Titus V ales 
rius, that as ( witnelleth Oroſus ) there 22 1 
was . 380. Patrones of Rome cons pe 
dempned fo dye , bicauſe of their D029 
ceryes and Mitchcraftes, amonge 
the whiche there was Cornelia and 
| O li. ä Seruil- 


How the 
witches of 
Perſia are 
punished. 


The womẽ 
of Theſſa⸗ 


Ilia greatly 


defamed for 
their Sorce 


rye and 


vvitchcrafc 
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Seruillia, Romaine Dames, vnto whom 
they made to d2inke the potions and 
dꝛinks p they had prepared foz others, 
making the to pzaciſe the law Rhemia. 
15efoze which time J doe not finde any 
lawe foz the puniſhmenf of Conturers 
and Witches,the which in Perſia is pu⸗ 
niched after this manner, that is, that 
they make thoſe that are condempned 
fo2 ſuch thinges to lay their face downe 
vppon a great flat ſtone, x with an other 
ſtone that they let fall, they beate ⁊ paſh 
out their bꝛaines, and with this patne 
was puniſhed Sygea the mapde ſeruant 
to Satira, whome ſhe had cauſed fo dye 
thꝛough bir Witchcrafts,as Plutarchus 
witneſſeth in the lyfe of Artaxerxes. 
But amongeſt all women, the women of 
Theſlalia beare the name, touchinge 
coniurations and Witchcraftes,ſo that 
it is a P2ouerbe and by woꝛd, when any 
woman is noted to be a notable witch, 
the is called a Theſſalian, and this hath 
take oꝛiginal x beginning of Medea, who 
as the fable of hir doth repoꝛt, when ſhe 
was fugitine, ſhe left a coffer full of hir 
Soꝛteries and Pagicall hearbs,f which 
bes 
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beeing ſowen, did fractifie and encreaſe 
ſo weh that all the countrey was reple- 
niſhed therewith. 
Rodogin maketh mention of cer⸗ Libs 
teine women that are Witches the. . Of the 


Fayries, 


which are called by vs Fayztes , of: 
- whom theNuene i is named Meluſin, 
and it is ſayd that they are 'defirons of. 
mans fleſh,and therefoꝛe they eate lpt⸗ 
tle chudzen, ſuch were Ericto, mentio⸗ 
ned by Lucan, Mirhenia by Apuleius, 
and Dipſa by Ouid . But bicauſe wee 
baue ſufficiently ſpoken of ſuch matters 
in an other place, we will fozbeare now 
at this pꝛeſent, fo ue any e 
thereoff, 8 | 2 


1 Of ds . and falſe | 


doings of ſome: women. 


Cp. lo. 


F all the eceitefulle and virafile to⸗ 
ings of women which they do ac⸗ 
caltomably vſe when they will beguyle Tue roms 
elke to the craffe and honeſt — 
pollptie at Mary the Qusene of Aras: Dea? 
gon bled fo the King hir hulbande, — 
| D.v. they 


4 
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' they ſhould be wozthy of great pꝛayſes. 


foz the perteiuing that the King hir hul⸗ 
bande gaue himſelfe to the company of 
other women and did bzeake his fayth 
in wedlocke , thee founde the meanes 
-* thzough the fauour of a Chamberlayne 
who was the chief miniſter of the kings 
tones, who vnder the coulour of ſome 
beautifull Lady that the King hadde a 
minde vnto, bꝛought the QNucene ſecrets 


/ ty to lye with the king bir buſbande, 


Er 


"> 


(who being abuſed by other women,did 
diſdayne the company of his wife.) 

But this was done fo fecretly that the 
Ning thought verely he had lpen with 
ſome other ſtraunge woman. And when 
the day began fo appeare, the king foz 
his honours ſake would haue had hir to 
depart and withdzaw hir ſelfe, but ſhe& 
ſapd, ſh& would not ſtirre one fate, vn⸗ 
till ſhe bad ſomewhat of him wozthye 
of reinembzaunce, to teſtiſie that ſhes 
badde lyen that nights - with the 


ing. 
-- he king being ouercome with this 
- hane age con and deuice, did euer afs 
— 3 pꝛaiüng 
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pꝛaiſing hir greatly foz this hir honeſt- 
ſhifte, And within. ix. moneths after ſhe 
was delyuered of a ſonne in the veare. | 


1196. 

And the Father and Pother not 
knowing what name fo giue the chilve, 
they cauſed twelue to2ches to be ligh⸗ 
fed, euery one bearing the name of an 


Apoſtle, with this determination that 


the firſt tozch that ſhould goe out, the 
childe ſhould be named by the name of 
that Apoſtle that the fo2ch did beare the 
name off. Now it chaunced that the 
toꝛch dedicated to Daynt Ieames wenk 
firſt out, and by this meanes, the childs 
was named Ieames, the which Apoſtle 


the Aragonnoies haue in greate reue - 


re nee, =D 
J would with with al my heart thaf 


all the deteits of women were lpke vn⸗ 


to this,foz a truth tbe effafe of humaine 
things wotild 22 


* But when A doe confiver- the cau⸗ 


tolls, craltes and ſubtill dealinges of 


women, not 6hely of times paſt, but al⸗ 


ſo of time pꝛeſent, J cannot but bewaile 
the kcal an wickedneſſe- = — 


8 * 939 
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which goe fo vnfowardly and cleane 
contrary to kinde, that man, which is 
endued with a gentle minde naturallp, 
maſt be bꝛoughte into ſuch lauerpe and 
thzaldome; as to bee ſubiect to the diſ⸗ 


ceits of ſo fraple 4 contemptible a kinde 
as is a woman, And yet neuertheleſſe 
thee hath deceined and beguyled the. 


-» mightiefl men of the wozld, as it appea⸗ 
red by Adam, Dauid, Salomon, and os 
ther wozthp men, that haue bene ſna⸗ 


red and enfangled by the craftie deceits 
of women, As Hercules that daunted 


MPonſters, was notwithſtanding ouer⸗ 
conmed bya woman. 


Che hiſtoꝛies are ful of ſuch examples: 
of fraudes, treaſons, and circumuenti⸗ 


ons that dayly and hourelp are commit- 
ted by women as appeareth by the hiſto⸗ 


ſleeps in hir lappe, tbe whieh when her 


did, ſhe ſhaued them off with a raſoz, 


which being done, bis revgthe fapled-- 


* Eutanong all the craftie and tubtil 
dealings 


ry of Dallila, who underſtanding Þ all 
med by Sampſons ftrength laye in bia baires, - 
— ſhe founde the meanes to make bim to 


n ty 25 8 K Y 1 
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dealyngs-of women, J ſuppoſe there 
can. he none moꝛe grater, no2 that may 
be compared vnto the deceite that Fre⸗ 
degunda bſcd agaynſt a Qusene of 
Fraunce, the biiozie whereoff is in this 

King Chilpericke the ſ etonde, going 
foz to giue apde e ſuccour vnto his bꝛo⸗ 


ther Sigisbert agapnſt the Almaines, 


did committe the keping of the Aucne 
his wife,named Andonera, which was 
great with childe, and gaue the charge 
of hir vnto Fredegunda during his abs 
ſence : Who after that ſhe had reteined 


this gratious charge, it came to paſſe, 


that the Nucene within a while after 
being deliuered of a faire daughter, did 
aſke counſaple of Fredegunda to know 
whome Ge ſtould take fo! Gobmothers 
to giue hir childe baptiſme, Fredegunda 
being p moſt ſubtilleſt woman in | thoſe 
dares, did ſhow the Mucene that there 
could be found none in the wo21ld ſo fit 
as ſhe hir ſelſe, fo2 ſeeing ſhe was hir 


bodely Mother, ſhe onght alſo to be hir 


ghoſtly and ſpiritual P-ther,and helpe 


to regenerate hir. 


But 


The diſcei 
that Frede. 
gunda vice 
Crafts A 
que ne of 
France. 
Gavvyn in 
his > Cres 
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But the god and ſimple Qucne to 
quicke of belefe , thought nothing leſſe 
then ok the craftie and ſubtile intent of 
Fredegunda, ſo that credditinge hir 
wo2des , ſhe helped fo chziſten hir 
daughfer, and was both Pother and 
Godmother. 

Now the ende of Fredegundas craf- 
tie intent was to ſeperate and bzeak the 
knotte of mariage that was betwene 
Chilpericke and his QMucene Andone- 
ra, bicauſe that the Lawes and Decres 
of the Romaine Churche was, that the 
maryage betweene Colſippes, J meane 


betweene Godfathers and Godmothers © 


was ſtraptelp fo2bidden bicauſe of the 


yo, queſtion ſpirituall allyaunce the which they ſaye 
2. canon. is contracted by this Goſſepſhip, and by 
Feruenire : thig means Fredegũuda obteined 5ᷣ fruit 


ok hir falſe deceite, hauing perſwaded 
Andonera ta giue vnto hir little daugh⸗ 
ter the Sacrament of holy Baptiſme, 
the which Andonera did, t named hir 
daughter Chilchinda. | 

Alter which Baptiſme, Chilpericke 
being refourned from the warre, Fre- 
degunda very toyfull and glad _— x: 

; wen 
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went tomete bim, to whom ſhe ſhows 
ed that he was Father of a very fayze 
daughter, whereoff the Quene was ves 
lyuered in his abſence,but ſhe was very 
ſozp foz that the Qutene was become 
Godmother vntohir owne daughter. 
Chilpericke vnderſtanding this newes, 
did ſweare that if if were ſo in d&de, 
that his wife had chꝛiſtened hir owne 
daughter, that he would vtferly fo:ſake 
hir and mary Fredegunda, Chilpericke 
entering info his Pallaice, the Qucene 
Andonera came befoze him foz to dos 
him renerence and to vſe ſuch amiable 
. eembzaſings and kiſſings as women acs 
tuſtomablp vſe to their huſbands, when 
they haue bene long abſent. But Clul⸗ 
pericke loking with a frowning coun⸗ 
tenaunce like god Mars bpon the queen, 
beganne to vtter and ſay vnto hir very 
angeriy, | 
O thou foliſh and vnfozfunate Lady 
how commmeth it to palſe that thou, 
thꝛough thine owne follye haſt ſoughte 
fo ſeperate thy ſelfe from mee, and 
to bꝛeake the bondes of our Patri⸗ 
1 8 nd 


n * 
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And ſhoztly after he baniſhed the Bi⸗ 
ſbop that chꝛiſtened the childe and ſent 
FDTD. him to exile, and cauſed the god Lady 
2 Pare Andonera to be cloſed vp ina religious 
ene queene Houſe at Mans, and fo fozſwke hir com- 
Toyle for panꝑ and caſt hir off, leauingfoz hir and 
eo may hir daughter an yearely penſion , and 
Fredegũda he maryed Fredegunda as he had po» 
miſed, who afterwarde was the cauſe 
„ of greate troubles in Fraunce, by the 
el - meanes whereoff the houſe of Chilpe⸗ 
Wh. ricke was neuer without a diſeaſe, and 
4 running loꝛe. And at p laſt Fredegunda 


nel ick Ol 8 
15 . — cauſed Chilpericke to be ſlayne, reiour⸗ 
160 by. S ni | t 1 
WT cage, ning from the chaſe, and therefoze it is 
"Au da, - ſapd: | 


Acraftie wife, will breede much-ſtrife: 

And through hir way, all things decay: 
And euill will fall, vppon them all, 
That to hir lore, enclyne ſhall. 


re faring Marcus Aurelius knowing well the 
Jia. ſubtilties of women, lapd, that mans ĩ 
5 great and notable perſonages that are 
0 dead would not reuine and riſe a gane 
foz to he conuerſant among . „ 


7 
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: - s-Phili king of Macedonia, with O⸗ 


limpiass 2ris, with Helena, Alexander 

with an Socrates W Xanthippe, 

Aeneas with Dido,Hanibal with 1 3 
mira, Anthony W Cleopatra, Iulius Cæ⸗ 
far with Domitia, 4 Nero with Agrip- 
pina, Foz the pꝛouerbe ſayth,the Dre is 
bozne to labour the earth, the Bawke to 
flpe, the Greyhound to hunt, the Aſſe to 
the burthen, the hoꝛſe to the warre, the 
Ape to ſhew pleaſure, the fat Henne fo2 
the kitchin, the man to vertue and hone⸗ 
ſty, the woman to fraude, deceite & miſ- 
chieke. 


5 C A concluſion of the malice & wickeds 
neſſe of women. Cap. 11. 2 
BY daply experience we doe know and 

vnderſtande, that when women will 


apply their mindes and knowledge that 


nature bath giuen the,to any other thing 
_ - then vertue, then there is neither fraude, 
-.treaſon,craft noz ſubtiltie,  wherevnto 
then do not atteine. This is þ cauſe why 
| thephanebenercluded;from medling in 
.cccieltaticall, matters, and put by from 


poli⸗ 
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politicke gouernement, not fo2 bicauſe 
that women want reaſon a iudgement, 
but bicauſe it is vnſomelp, and it doth 
not become them to meddle in affapꝛes 
belonging to the comon wealth, bicauſe 
of hir vnconſtancie and mutabilitie, the 
Which from time fo time bath bene cbs 
ſerued e kept. Foz when that Neptune 
and Minerua were in contronerfte and 
debate, fo giuing the name fo Athens, 
there was made thꝛer lawes & oꝛdinaun⸗ 
Three 25c5 ces gainſt women. The firſt, that chil⸗ 
ent lawesa- Dꝛen ſhould not b named by their mo⸗ 
en „ thers names. The ſecdd, that neuer any 
woman ſhould rule 4 gcuerne the com⸗ 
mon weale. The third, that no woman 
ſhould be named oz called an Atheni⸗ 
The vnthi- enſe, but Attiqua . Neuertheleſſe ſince 
ene dein ge that time, there hath bene ſome women 
ef Calpt- that haue ruled and pleaded matters at 
3 _ Rome, vntill the time that Calphurina 
2 baning loft a cauſe and matter, (02 the 
for exer's* which ſhe was ſpitefully angry againſt 
men. the Judges, that vncouering hir nake d⸗ 
neſſe behinde, ſhe in repꝛoch and con⸗ 
tempt of their iudgement, ſhewed them 


hir buttocks,foz the which cauſs it was 


oꝛdei⸗ 


2 


9 7 
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o2deinkd & effabliſhed, that frõ thence⸗ 
fa2th no woman ſhould plead any tauſe, 
E euer after that the barre was fo2bids 
den them, 

But hee that bath not had erperience 
of the wickednefſe of wemen, let hun 


reade that whiche Marcus Aurelius Tere is 
hath w2itten , and be ſhall finde that none cha: 
neuer any man dyd moꝛe ſette out their g: 
lightneſſe, vnconſtancie, obſtinacie, im⸗ honor ard 


pudencie, (clfe will, trecherp, ſubſtil⸗ 


tie, deceite, with other their infirunties, vyomen, as 


which vnto them is naturall and com⸗ 


mon, the wbiche bath made this great done. 


Ozatoz ſo to exclaime of them in his 
wozkes, that eacry man may perceing 
and vnderſtande, that the woman, fi - 
meth to haue bene made and b2or;ohf 
out into the woꝛlde fo2 no other cauſe, 
but foz to vere and fozment men, and 
fo putte into their memoꝛpe and re⸗ 
memb2aunce, all kinde of euil!s . miſ⸗ 
chiefes, and miſer pes, fo2 the eu wo⸗ 
man may cauſe mo2e hurte and harme 
then the raginge Sea mape doe with 
bis wanes, moze conſume and burne, 


then fire it ſelfe, moze harme and miſ- 


P.ii. chiefs 
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cheife the ponertie can bꝛing a man vn⸗ 
to, moꝛe conſume, waſt, and ſpople, then 
the warre, and moꝛe to deſtrope and kill 
the death it ſelfe can do, Foz to vſe craft, 
to vile foilp, to bꝛeak fayth, to faine, to de⸗ 
ceiue and beguile, to flatter, to be angry, 
to pꝛanke vp hir vod p, to make a bed, & 
to vndoe, is all that a woman can doe. 
Whoſe which foz a ſinguler pꝛapſe 
of women, haue in times paſt attribu⸗ 
fed vnto them names, doe lpkewile at⸗ 
tribute vnto the Pules, the names of 


The Muſes womk, as Caliope, Clio, Euterpe, Thas 
are named lia, Polymnia, Thepſichore, t rate, Mels 


vvitü the 


name of wo pomene, Vrania. But by the like meane 
men. but ſo and fo2 an extreme and perpetuall igno⸗ 


are the infer 


val ſpirites Me AND repꝛoch, they haue alſo attribu⸗ 


alſo. 


ted names of women vnto the infernall 
ſpirites, as Aleto,Megzra, 1 heſsipho⸗ 
nia, to the Harpyes, as Aello, Ocipeta, 
Celæno, to the Gorgones, as Stenio, Eus 
ryale, Meduſa, and to the fatall Goddeſ⸗- 
ſes,as Clotho, Lache ſis, and Atropos, 
and not the names of men, ko: to des 
nounce and ſhewe that ſingulerlp they 
are friendes to honour and loucrs ok 
vertue, and that women in all malice, 

| crates, 


T8 --— of Women. Io 


Foz the Epigram rapth. 


No greater plague thẽ an enuious wife? 
None to inuent lyes hath ſo good 5kil 
To deceiue olde & young, none ſo rife? 
Ee ebe pſd, virgil, 


Uſe ls that nature hath putte the 
ſtrength in diuers partes ok the body,as 


the Eagle in hir bill oz beck, the Bul in 


his hoznes,the Serpent in hir taile, the 
Dogs in their teeth, the Doues in their 
wunges, and the woman in hir tongue. 
But as Marcus Aurelius ſayd, all vene⸗ 
mous beaſtes haue not ſo much poiſon in 
all their whole bodyes, as one wicked 
woman hath in hir tongue. The which 
is verified to vs by the Miſtoꝛies of the 


y ſtrength 
ot a vvos 
m3 is in hir 
tongue. 


Oo 
A __ 


wines of Job, Thoby, Socrates, and 


many other notable perſons , whome 
the Dinell himſctfe coulde not allure 
no2 withdzawe from their ſimylicitie, 
vet neuertheles their wines made them 


both to murmure t to _ And theres 


' PT, 
e 
4 2 1 * 3 1, 


Eccle. 7. 
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fo2e tbe ſonne of Sirach doth counſaile 
man, rather to dwell in a wildvtneſſe 
and ſolytary place, hen with a wicked 
wife, and he ſayth it is moze better to 
dwell with Lyons and Dzagons, then 
to be conuerſant with a wicked woman, 
No:t to be thozt there is no cuil that may 
be compared to the malice of a wic- 
kev woeman, the whiche as Salomon 
ſapth, no man can auoid without the ſpe⸗ 
ciall grace of God. | 
io =. Properceus ſapde, the pꝛopertie of 
a woman is fo conſpire and compaſſe 
frandes and. lubfilties 5 and ko inuent 
craffes and malitious deceifes. And to 


Eccleſi. 25. 


85 8 the ſame purpoſe Saincte Hierome 


wꝛitinge to Iouinian ſapth, that the 
ſtudye and ſcience ot wicked woemen, 
are wiles, deteites, treaſons, and Magi- 

Livizx call vanifies , Fo2 Liuia cauſed hir hulſ⸗ 
bande fo dye, whome ſhe hated er⸗ 
tremelp, in mixing poyſon with his pos 
tage. 

And in Icke manner Lucilla cauſed hir 
buſbande to dye whom the loued out of 
meaſure,fo2 ſhe thinking to giue him a 
potion foꝛ to increaſe loue, in ſted * 

off, 
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— gaus him Lacontinum, a deadly 
po 

That the woman is much moꝛe wits | 
kedder then p man, it is manifeſt inougg 
not onely vy the examples of hitlozies, 
but alſo by vayly experiente. Mozeduer 
we finde not in all the whole Strip⸗ 
ture that our Sauiour Jeſus Chꝛiſt did 
at any tune dziue out of mens bodyes 
oz his Apoſtles any moe then one Dis 
ucll at a time, but the Golpell ſapth 
and witneſſeth of a truth, that the ſaui⸗ 
our of the wozibe did chaſe and d2ine 
out ſeauen Diuells dut ot one woman. „it ginens 
Alſo arco2ving to h vſe of the Romaine driven our 
Church, foz fo baptiſe a ſonne, they p20- boar. 
nounte the name ok the diuel but twen⸗ — 
tie times, but wh# they baptiſo a daugh⸗ xe 
ter, taeꝝ pꝛonounte the name of the Dis 
vel thirtie times, foꝛ toconiure him out, 
as though it were moze vneaſre t hard 
to dziue-ont from p female kinde , then 
from the male, 


And Clement Marrot , the French The faying 


Poet, hath lekte i in w2iting, that 5 wics of Marrote 
_ ked woman map be lpkened to the Di⸗ 
uell buver Saint Michaels feete,bfcauſs 


P.iiij. | Saint 


VVhat be- 


comes of 
olde Moo- 


nes cucry 
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Saint Michael hath the Dinell vnder 
bis fete, and the woman hath the Di⸗ 
uell in hir head. 

A merry fellow beeing demaunded 
what God doth with olde Pones,conſi- 
dering how the one doth renew eue⸗ 
ry moneth, bo aunlwered that God ſent 
them into Pules heades, 02 into wo- 
mens heades, bicauſe they are alwaies 
Mone madde and holde opinion of the 
DPone,t become Lynattcke, as in an os 
ther P2overb if is ſaip, that he y bath a 


A wife, a ſhce Goat, and a ſhee Pule, hath 


thꝛee vnhappy bealſtes, 
As concerning an euill wike,it may 


be eaſely p2oned by one onely Helena, 


that cauſed the deſtruction and ruine of 
Troy, and of the Troyans, who retours 

ning info Lacedemonia with Menelaus 
hir buſbande.ſhe paſſed by the Jlande of 


Creta oz Candia, But when the inha- 


vitaunts of the ſayd Jlande knew of hir 
comming & arrining thether, ther came 
from al parts by great froupes and comes 
panpes fo2 to beholde t ſc hir of whom 
ſo much was ſpoken off, and fo2 whoſe 
ſake all the worde almoſt had — the 

Lice 
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fierce.gſſaults of warre , The ſayd Hes Helena ve; 


lena when the began to be olde,and hir joins 2 
face w2inckeled , did vppon a time be⸗ giaſſe, dyd 
holde hir ſelfe in a glaſſe, and when ſhe ar them 
ſaw how ſhe was chaũged ſhe began to terpriſed 
laugh, in mocking the folly and raſh do⸗ a 
ings of thoſe that by ſo great obſtinacie canon. 
and ſelfe will had moued & ſtirred vp ſo 

cruell battaple foz a thing ſo withered 

and of ſmall durance . Wherefoze by 

god right Marcus the Emperour ſayde, 

that the fire in Mount Aetna did not ſo 

much harme in ail Sicilia, as one wicked 

woman did within the walls of Rome. 


In the reigne of which Emperour 


ther was a great plague and peſtilence 


in Rome, during the which there dyed The goos 
a great number of people that the Em⸗ ref 
perour cauſed to be numbꝛed, where veare of $ 


be found that of an hund2eth and fozs great vla- 


tie foure thouſande of women lpuing in Nome, . 


\/ 


well, there dpcd foure ſcoꝛe thouſande, the wicked 
and of an hundzeth thouſande wicked cel. 
women there eſcaped almoſt all, 

Df which plague and peſtilence the 
woꝛlde feelcth off vnto this dap, foꝛ that 
is it that cauſeth the want and lacke of 

E. v. good 
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god women, bicauſe they dycd almoſt al 
during this plague, but the euill e wic⸗ 
ked wome eſcaped in à manner all, who 
bane ſo pletifully replemſhed Þ wozld, 
that there is none lo eloquent an O⸗ 
rato2 whatſoener he be, that can ſufſici⸗ 
enfly expꝛeſle and declare the malyce of 
thoſe women that leaſt of all doe offend 
in the woꝛld. And this giueth me occas 
ſton to conclude this matter with p ſays 
ing of Marcus Aurelius, who was as 
wiſe in the knowledge of Philoſophie, 
as tuff in the gonernment of his Ems 
pire , the which oftentimes erclaymed 
and cryed out ſaping . 
The exctz> O ve women Which are alwayes 
axon of lob fo giue, but greedp fo take, when 
Ade, L call fo remembzaunce how J was 
Be bozne of you, J bewayle my lyke,+ thin⸗ 
king how J liue with you, J wiſh death: 
fo2 there is no ſuch death as to lpue a- 
mongtſt vou, no: no Iyfe ſo happp as to 
ume and fly your coinpany. 


FINIS, 


e Im rintedat Londin by «< + 


T homas Faſt for William 
Ponſonby, dwelling in 
Pants. Charckyard. 
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